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THE SIREN

Now listen, now….

Firstly, and foremostly, I would like to 
apologise for getting the name of the 
FIP incorrect in last week’s issue of The 
Saint! Government was very quick to 
inform me that it is in fact ‘The Fuel 
Infrastructure Project, and NOT The 
Fuel Information Project!’. I apologise 
wholeheartedly if this caused any stress 
or confusion! The position of manager 
was advertised, the recruitment process 
complied with SHG’s standard process. 

Now that’s done with…what a mess this 
poor lil island is in. Obviously, there 
are plans to give a rebirth to the BIF, 
Medical mayhem is becoming quite a 
fiasco, the Chinese are being funded for 
education and we aren’t. Fish canning 
will be going ahead…. The Ladder’s still 
not a ladder and no news on tender for 
Field Path Road.

It feels like things are getting more 
complicated and quite honestly, it’s 
hard to know what to write about. We 
should be publishing a weekly book on 

Saint Helena and all of its many ups & 
downs; things are changing fast!

I am encouraged by the continued 
support we are receiving for transparency 
and a lack of fear of retribution! 

Every Monday,  I have a stream of 
concerned people coming to see 
us, sharing their tales of woe and 
confusion…I am at a loss for words, 
hard to believe, but getting the paper 
written is becoming harder as I spend 
more & more time discussing issues 
with disappointed public. Perhaps I 
could get some Government funding, 
after all, if our public solicitors can 
get 72K per annum…why not! Strange 
that a Government would fund an 
organisation which is in place to assist 
the public to initiate legal action against 
Government. Makes you think, same 
goes for Human Rights!

Living on Saint Helena is a little like 
Bungee jumping. The adrenaline rush 
keeps us getting up in the morning, 
then we can sigh when its bed time and 
us still breathing!

From the Editor
Email your letters and opinions to 

thesaint@helanta.co.sh
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The Environment & Peace

World Thinking Day was celebrated as usual on 
22nd February, and this year Half Tree Hollow 
Units were responsible for organising the 
event.  This was held at the Half Tree Hollow 
Community Centre and was very well attended.  
In total there were 71 Guides, Brownies and 
Rainbows across all districts, from St Pauls, 
Jamestown, Longwood and Half Tree Hollow; 
with 18 leaders and helpers, 6 Trefoil Guild and 
5 Guide Council members. This is the second 
year of World-Wide Guiding’s three-year journey 
for Girl Guides to become environmentally 
conscious leaders. Each year we are building 
on the environmental theme and exploring 
the links between the environment and other 
global concerns. This year we are considering 
how we can learn from and work with nature 
to create a more peaceful and secure future 
for girls everywhere. 

Activities were designed to enable Girl Guides 
• To connect with the natural world in their 

own lives 
• To recognise the importance of natural 

harmony and the need for balanced 
ecosystems

• To explore what we can learn from the 
natural world in terms of stewardship, 
peace, and community building 

• To act in their own lives, in their community, 
and beyond to bring peace through nature

• To have fun

The first activity in the morning after the 
welcome and opening speech from the President 
and the District Commissioner was to create 
a garden from the natural resources around - 
a variety of leaves, ferns, bark, flowers, seed 
heads, seeds etc. which was provided. 

There were four teams which comprised a mix 
of districts and age groups.  The imaginative 
and artistic interpretation of the remit, was 
indeed amazing and so different – the Amazon 
Garden featured 3D trees with waterfalls 
and an alligator, the Veggie Wonder had a 
row of vegetables with a garden shed and a 
scarecrow, the Mystery Garden featured a little 
of everything with a pond with fish and ducks, 
bunnies, trees and flowers and Rainbows End 
featured the sun, butterflies, a wishing well 
and of course the rainbow. 

After lunch the 
second activity 
was tackled which 
was to create a 
collage using bugs 
as a template.  The 
bugs are all found 
on island – wasp, 
ant, praying mantis 
and butterfly and 
again a great deal 
of creativity was 
evident.  The wasp 
was made using 
everlasting flowers, 
newspaper and 
empty seed pods 
from the acacia 
tree, the ant was made exclusively from acacia 
seeds, the praying mantis was made from 
different types and sizes of leaves and paper 
and the butterfly was made from flowers and 
leaves. 
After tea the final activity “Protect the Planet” 
asked how each individual choose to protect 
our planet and these were written on post-
its and stuck on a poster.  These were most 
enlightening and showed that the message 
is being received loud and clear within the 
Guiding family- see sample below
• Walk and cycle more
• Use public transport
• Stop polluting our oceans
• Stop using single plastic
• Reduce, reuse and recycle
• Grow more trees
• Reduce car journeys

The day ended with prayers from Bishop 
Dale and a closing word from our Divisional 
Commissioner and finally the singing of Taps. 
It was a most successful and thoroughly 
enjoyable day.  We achieved our objectives 
and equally importantly, we had fun. Guiding 
in St Helena has been part of our local culture 
for over 100 years.  If you or your daughter 
would like to be a part of our Guiding family – 
Rainbows start at 4 years old through Brownies, 
Guides and Rangers until the age of 18, after 
which there are leadership programmes and 
we also welcome helpers- please contact:
Rosie Mittens Divisional Commissioner 24697 
or Pamela Ward Pearce District Commissioner 
22445

WORLD THINKING DAY 2023
OUR WORLD, OUR PEACEFUL FUTURE
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It’s hard to explain why so many apparently, 
organised plans, which SHG are responsible 
for, aren’t so well organised when the time 
of execution arrives. One such plan was to 
have operations in place for the cruise ship 
Costa Deliziosa which arrived last Friday 
morning. There was enough hype built up 
on the radio, and in press releases by SHG. 
We all knew this beast of the ocean was 
arriving months before, ample time to get 
our ducks in a row!

 “On Friday 3rd march at 10.00 am, the 
Costa Deliziosa with 1657 passengers and 
869 crew on board will be arriving at saint 
Helena. Over 400 passengers are booked on 
Island tours, but given the large number of 
passengers that are likely to come ashore 
many will be walking around Jamestown, 
and some will also want to hire taxis to see 
the Island independently. Those operating 
freelance taxis should ensure they have the 
appropriate licence and insurance cover to 
operate on the day. The bank kiosk in the 
customs building will be open until 17:00 
on Friday for currency exchange. Currency 

exchange rates are available at the Bank 
of St Helena, and also displayed in the 
Tourist Office window.”

The arrival and details of how many 
passengers and crew would be expected 
was common knowledge for a long period 
of time. Enough time to clean up some of 
the mess, public toilets being one of the 
main criteria. We’ll come back to that! 
Here, we will look at why several hundred 
potential advertising agents (tourists) will 
probably leave Saint Helena with sad tales 
of miserable looking streets & buildings, 
smelly, filthy public toilets, but smiley 
Saints, willing to help whatever the cause! 

The 9.00 O’clock news on this particular 
Friday morning, painted an exciting picture 
of hundreds of tourists, loaded with cash, 
bustling through the streets of Jamestown. 
Bubbles & I were quite eager to get our 
Printech orders together, get them delivered 
and get ‘damn right nosey’ downtown, to 
feel part of something new, something a 
bit different and exciting! 

Another Successful Failure!
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CRUMMINS!!!! WE COULDN’T BELIEVE 
OUR EYES!

When us got downtown, we couldn’t believe 
our eyes. The streets actually seemed 
quieter than usual. My first thought was 
that maybe we had the wrong day! 

A Lonely Crew Member Spotted!!

We parked down by the seaside, the weather 
wasn’t perfect, but good enough for landing 
passengers. At this point, we noticed a few 
touristy looking people, cameras and cell 
phones clicking away, but to be honest 
that was it. Taxis were lined up waiting 
for passengers, but everyone looked a bit 
shell shocked as there just wasn’t the buzz 
that had been advertised! 
Tour busses did go back & 
forth intermittently, but. 
that was it as the massive 
cruise liner looked on from 
the outer part of the bay! A 
‘tourist looking help desk’ 
with Squares & Seabird 
playing some great tunes 
was the only real clue that 
something special was 
meant to be happening! 

We’ve since received communications via 
phone and email, we’ve also been told first 
hand yarns of what went on and we will 
discuss what could or should have been 
done! 

See our letters this week for first hand 
witness accounts.

On a positive note, here is one of many 
tales of community spirit, sadly it appears 
that cruise ships cost the locals a few quid 
instead of making us a few quid!!

“Our 4 x Spanish Tourist did not want to 
spend money. We first saw them hitch 
hiking up pass Coleman’s House with their 
thumb up. They were all over 70 years old 
and one lady had a walking stick. In that 
time, we saw taxis and other cars stop but 
they did not get in. 
My husband and I felt sorry for them when 
one of the men sat down on the wall near 
Pilling School. Ian went to them to find out 
where they were going and they said they 
wanted to go up Ladder Hill Road and then 
to Longwood House.
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We offered them a lift if 
they were happy if one 
would sit in the back of 
the truck. That was not 
a problem to them, but 
before they got in they 
repeated that they were 
not prepared to pay. 
We smiled at this and 
told them that they can 
accept this as St Helena 
hospitality.

Seeing how tired and hot 
they were we stopped at 
Solomon’s Supermarket. 
HTH. where our Tourists 
only had 2 Dollar’s and 
could not use their cards. We kindly 
brought water for all. 

We learned that they were not told that 
there were no ATM machines, so they 
only carried a small amount of cash in 
case of being robbed. They were given 
no information about the Islanders and 
their way of life and shown no films of St 
Helena before arrival. They were told about 
Plantation House and Napoleon’s House 
& tomb and for the tours which could be 
booked on board.

We took them to Ladder Hill, driving 
slowly up through Half Tree Hollow and 
to Plantation House where they wanted to 
see the house and ‘Jonathan’ but were not 
interested in paying entry fees. They took 
photos and were given a tour by a kind 
young French tour guide to walk the walk 
way overlooking Jonathan’s enclosure and 
returned to the truck happy that they were 
at that location. 

We took them to Longwood where they 
followed another tour bus group into 
Napoleon’s house and were happy to have 
sneaked in with another tour group, so 
avoided paying for that also.

Outside they were looking for a cafe or 
food outlet to get a cup of hot water as 

they “brought their own teabags” ........  
There was no such place for a cup of tea 
and the pop-up-store on The Green only 
sold water, coconut fingers and cheese 
straws. I brought then some cheese straws 
to share which they were grateful for.

They gave us the few teabags as a thank 
you and when we declined, they said they 
can get more on the ship.... Lol. 

We took them to view the Airport, travelled 
down the Haul Road, stopping along the 
way for photos. We drove through Rupert’s 
where I told them about the Slave Trade 
& my history to the slaves etc which they 
found interesting. They had never heard 
that piece of the Islands past before. Then 
we returned to the seaside. Our Tourist 
were very grateful and repeated their 
thanks over and over. They did offer (half 
hearted) if they had to pay us anything but 
we told them accept today as our kindness. 
We felt great about our good deed. 

Standing at the bar at the seafront we had 
to laugh at our experience and overheard 
some stories of the same situations to our 
own with some of the tourists.

Squares & Seabird played some tunes for 
a few of the locals who were milling about, 
all in all it was a new experience being a 
free tour guide!”
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My Two Spanish Cruise Ship 
Passengers

I tried to be the ‘real’ journalist and interview 
some of the few lost & lonely tourists. The 
first 2 pairs shooed me away, it felt to me 
like they thought I was a beggar, perhaps a 
vagrant about to mug them. Not sure what 
they had been told about Saint Culture on 
the ship!! I know the economy on island is 
bad, but not that bad & I didn’t realise I 
must have looked a bit frightening!  The boys 
sitting outside the pub got a real laugh out 
of my embarrassment. Being known for not 
giving up, I did eventually find two young 
Spanish ladies who were willing to chat. I 
asked them what they thought of the island 
and also if there had been any problems…
this is what they said,
“We think it is cute, but none 
of us have any money, we 
were told there is no ATMs but 
we weren’t told that you not 
take credit cards!” …MAMMA 
MIA!

We heard other reports 
of some taxis charging 
one low price and others 
charging excessively high 
prices. All in all, insufficient 
communication, a total lack of 
‘spit n polish’, and organised 
chaos was the result, I’m 
sure some will try to blame 
the seas conditions for the 
lack of passengers. 

Some quite simple changes could be made 
to improve the tourist experience, I really 
feel quite ashamed that these people will be 
getting back on board and having a laugh at 
our expense. No doubt they will advertise 
the island in a light which won’t be positive 
for the direction for future tourism! Whose 
responsibility is it to inform the cruise line 
of our limited capabilities when it comes to 
credit cards for example? Is it SHG tourism 
or is it Solomons? Maybe Costa Cruise are 
to blame, perhaps they were informed 
but didn’t relay this information to their 
passengers? Surely, they have an onboard 
information service? It is definitely Saint 
Helena Government’s responsibility to clean 
the place up, maybe have a small team on 
hand to check the condition of the public 
toilets. Do we have a taxi association which 
could have meetings to set prices for certain 
destinations for these particular events, was 
a meeting held about the imminent arrival? 

We never seem to learn from our mistakes, 
this is one of the critical errors, why can’t 
SHG get a grip, a £6,000,000.00 boutique 
hotel will never be profitable if we can’t get 
our ‘you know what’ straight! 

Until the next ship…’Farewell & Adieu to 
you fair Spanish Ladies!’
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Parton’s career had been revived, it 
was actually just a brief revival before 
contemporary country came along in the 
early ‘90s and pushed all veteran artists 
out of the charts. Parton had a number 
one duet with Ricky Van Shelton, “Rockin’ 
Years,” in 1991, but after that single, she 
slowly crept out of the Top Ten and later 
the Top 40. Parton was one of the most 
outspoken critics of radio’s treatment of 
older stars. While her sales had declined, 
she didn’t disappear. Parton remained an 
iconic figure in 
country music, 
appearing in films 
(the 1991 TV movie 
Wild Texas Wind, 
1992’s Straight 
Talk), selling out 
concerts, and 
releasing a series 
of acclaimed 
albums -- including 
1993’s Honky 
Tonk Angels, a 

collaboration with Tammy Wynette and 
Loretta Lynn -- that all sold respectably. 
Furthermore, “I Will Always Love You” was 
covered in 1992 by Whitney Houston, who 
took it to number one on the pop charts; 
the single spent 14 weeks at number one, 
becoming the biggest pop hit of the rock 
& roll era (it was unseated four years later 
by Mariah Carey and Boyz II Men’s “One 
Sweet Day”).

In 1994, Parton published her 
autobiography, My Life and Other Unfinished 
Business. Treasures, her 1996 album, 
was a highly praised collection of unusual 
covers, ranging from Merle Haggard to Neil 
Young. Hungry Again followed in 1998, 
and early the following year she reunited 
with Ronstadt and Harris for a second Trio 
collection in addition to releasing the solo 
The Grass Is Blue. A rootsy effort, it was 
well-received and prompted the release of 
more recordings like it on Little Sparrow 
in 2001 and Halos & Horns in 2002. The 
patriotic For God and Country appeared 
in 2003 and was followed by the CD and 
DVD Live and Well a year later. Those 
Were the Days, from 2005, found Parton 
covering her favourite pop songs from the 
‘60s and ‘70s. Backwoods Barbie, Parton’s 

first mainstream 
country album in 
nearly 20 years, 
arrived on her 
own Dolly Records 
imprint in 2008. 
Live from London 
followed in 2009. 
An album of all 
Pa r t o n -w r i t t e n 
material, Better 
Day, appeared 
from Dolly Records 

Everyone Loves Dolly!
part 3
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in 2011, the 41st studio release of her 
long career. Three years later, Blue Smoke 
was released, appearing first in Australia 
and New Zealand in January, then in other 
territories, including America, in May. n 
2015, Parton’s classic song “Coat of Many 
Colours” was adapted into a made-for-TV 
movie, which featured Alyvia Alyn Lind as 
the young Dolly Parton and Jennifer Nettles 
(from the group Sugarland) as her mother. 
Parton was a producer on the film, which 
became a major success, and a Christmas-
themed sequel was put into production for 
the 2016 holiday season. In the summer 
of 2016, Parton announced that she was 
headlining a 60-date North American 
concert tour, her most extensive run of 
shows in 25 years. The jaunt was being 
billed as the Pure & Simple Tour, and not 
coincidentally, she also revealed she was 
releasing a new album in August 2016, a 
set of ten original love songs also called 
Pure & Simple.
 
In October 2017, Parton released her 
first children’s album, I Believe in You; 
the album debuted at 20 on Billboard’s 
Country charts. A year later, she returned 
with the soundtrack to Dumplin’, a comedy 
where her music plays a pivotal role. On 
the soundtrack, Parton collaborated with 
Linda Perry on three songs, while duetting 
with Sia, Elle King, Mavis Staples, and 

Miranda Lambert on new tunes and a 
handful of her classics. In 2019, Parton 
was the subject of a popular podcast series 
produced by Jad Abumrad, host of NPR’s 
Radiolab. Titled Dolly Parton’s America, 
it explored her uniting influence within 
American culture from a variety of different 
angles. The following year she released 
the single “When Life Gets Good Again,” 
produced and co-written by Kent Wells. 
A response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the song arrived on the heels of her ten-
week web series Goodnight with Dolly, 
in which she read bedtime stories culled 
from her non-profit children’s literacy book 
club Imagination Library. Along with the 
single, Parton donated one-million dollars 
to Vanderbilt Medical Centre to help aid 
in coronavirus vaccination research. Later 
in 2020, she released her third holiday-
themed album, the Grammy-nominated A 
Holly Dolly Christmas, which featured an 
eclectic array of guests including Jimmy 
Fallon, Michael Bublé, and Miley Cyrus.

Dolly Parton teamed up with crime novelist 
James Patterson to author Run, Rose, 
Run, a thriller about an aspiring singer/
songwriter on the lam. Parton released a 
companion album of the same name in 
March 2022, a record that featured duets 
with Ben Haggard and Joe Nichols. 
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We have mentioned 
and published various 
‘bits and baubs’ 
about the BFI on a 
few occasions, simply 
because it has been a 
total waste of funding 
to date, nearly 80 
million pounds spent 
and it would appear 
that a lot more might 
be planned in the 
budget down the 
road. We asked the 
SHG communications 
team about it and we 
are very happy to give 
you, their response.

“The Fuel Infrastructure Project 
encompasses all the fuel systems which 
were designed and installed under the 
Airport Project and includes the ship to 
shore gantry, Bayside facility, the pipeline, 
the storage in Upper Valley Rupert’s (the 
BFI you have referred to on this and 
previous occasions) and the Airport Fuel 
Facility. 

‘The termination of the Design Build, 
Operate and Handback contract with Basil 
Read allowed for a pause in the construction 
works to determine if completing the new 
fuel infrastructure to the current design is 
still the best solution for the Island. ‘

A technical independent review was 
undertaken in 2019 which recommended 
changes to the method of fuel delivery 
and subsequent design changes. A further 
social, environmental and economic 
impact assessment was conducted in 
2021. The 2021 assessment focussed on 
how the differing methods of fuel delivery 
could impact the community, including the 
relative cost of fuel.

Fresh Fuel…This Way!

Whilst the delivery 
method of petrol 
and diesel is still 
to be finalised, the 
Project Board has 
now agreed the 
mechanism to take 
the project forward. 

The next confirmed 
step is to tender for 
an organisation to 
prepare final designs 
and scope of works 
for completion. 
The timeframe for 
the procurement 
of contractors, 

design, build, testing and commissioning 
is estimated to be three years from 
commencement of this procurement.

Whilst the suspension of the project has 
led to a number of frustrating delays, the 
extra time has provided the opportunity 
for SHG to make sure that the outputs of 
the project will deliver the best possible 
results given the circumstances.”

Good Lord! The sentence, “the termination 
of the Design Build, Operate and Handback 
contract with Basil Read allowed for a pause 
in the construction works to determine if 
completing the new fuel infrastructure to 
the current design is still the best solution 
for the Island” is quite mind-blowing. 
Firstly, it tries to give the impression that a 
7-year pause was planned. It also implies 
that circumstances have changed since its 
original design. If it is now not suitable, 
and clearly, ‘not fit for purpose’, shouldn’t 
someone’s head be on the chopping block 
for going more than double over budget 
and designing & building a facility that is 
not suitable, clearly ‘not fit for purpose’? 
This statement talks of the termination 

BULK FUEL INFRASTRUCTURE FACTS!
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Us Got Rusty Nuts…Sir!

of the design and build contract and then 
it says that this pause will allow SHG to 
complete it to its present design if that’s 
what is best for our circumstances NOW!!, 
is it not finished? For nearly 80 million 
quid, you would have thought so! 

I have written to the Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office 
(FCDO) twice, asking for the email address 
of Debbie Palmer, who was appointed as 
“Senior Responsible Owner” (SRO) 
for the Saint Helena Airport Project which 
included the BFI! It states in her letter of 
appointment the following:

“As SRO you have personal 
responsibility for delivery of the 
St Helena Airport and will be held 
accountable for the delivery of its 
objectives and policy intent, for 
securing and protecting its vision, 
for ensuring that it is governed 
responsibly, reported honestly, 
escalated appropriately and for 

influencing constructively the context, 
culture and operating environment of 
the project.

In addition to your internal 
accountabilities, you should also 
be aware that SROs will now be 
held personally accountable to 
Parliamentary Select Committees. You 
will be expected to account for and 
explain the decisions and actions you 
have taken to deliver the project (or 
specific milestones). In your case this 
means that from the date of signature 
of this letter you will be held personally 
accountable and could be called by 
Select Committees to give evidence on 
the delivery of the St Helena Airport 
project.”

One could be led to understand from this 
letter that dear Debbie has a lot to answer 
for! Personally Responsible is what it says. 
Get your cheque book out luvvy!
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...for 9th March!

It has been revealed by The Health 
Directorate that they are 2.5 million 
pounds over budget. Medivacs have 
been the cause, we are told. This brings 
to question the efficiency of the hospital in 
the first place. We are informed that the 
cost of medivacs will go up in the future. 
Perhaps if more time is spent when vetting 
potential employees, we would discover if 
they are good enough for the job in the 
first place. Is the hospital ill equipped to 
perform some of these surgeries or carry 
out some of these treatments. I certainly 
don’t envy Minister Martin Henry’s position 
at this time. We are receiving streams of 
information from various sources stating 
that employment issues are at the heart of 
the matter. More will be discussed later in 
this weeks’ issue.

The Greenfish Cannery proposals have 
had development plans approved. I have 
asked Malcolm Williams, who is heading the 
project for a discussion, on four occasions. 
I introduced myself to him at The Whale 
Shark festival last week, but sadly…still no 
chat! It is hard to have a rounded opinion 
and give balanced reporting when we only 
receive parts of the story. I am fascinated 
with the business plan he has in place. 

We look forward to hearing the UK 
Government’s response to Vince 
Thompson’s letter regarding the Chinese 
being funded 50 million pounds to 
help educate through scholarships. Rightly 
so, the Saint population are disgusted 

following a budget cut on island previously 
which stopped a number of educational 
scholarships. 

The tourist ship which graced our shores 
last Friday was a disappointment. Most 
tourists were unaware that Saint Helena 
does not cater for credit cards, there were 
medical issues and eventually free tours 
and snacks were supplied by locals, here’s 
us thinking the tourists are meant to grow 
our economy and not become a liability.

It’s good news that members of LEGCO 
will now be accountable…AMEN! It’s 
hard work making changes when nobody 
is accountable in the first place. The new 
processes which will be introduced will 
certainly make a difference. Let’s watch that 
space! Now we need non-elected members 
of Governance to be held accountable also.

Have a good week…..and now for something 
completely different!
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We write in response to an article published by Saint 
Tuna Company (STC) in last week’s The Saint (p21).

Point Nos. 2 & 3: These state that ‘the delay by SHG to 
allow the introduction of a foreign offshore vessel since 
March 2022 (which is just ONE year ago) has cost the 
island’s economy £3 million’…Big statement.
• Hasn’t the delay been the commissioning, registration 

and arrival of their ‘fantom’ vessel?
• If the above is the fault of SHG (because it seems 

STC will not accept responsibility for anything), 
does the carrying out of ‘research data’ mentioned 
in point 2 of the article refer to the 600 metric ton 
(mt) of exploratory Big Eye tuna that we understand, 
formed part of STC’s original bid for the factory, and 
assuming also, that 600mt were caught…are STC 
stating that 600mt of Big Eye would’ve been worth 
£5.00 per KG to them as the exporting seller…[600mt 
= 600,000KG’s] so therefore [£3M ÷ 600,000 = 
£5.00].

• Furthermore, are they also stating that ALL of this 
income would’ve ended-up on St. Helena for re-
investing into the local economy, and not into a 
Parent Company account offshore never to be seen 
again? 

• If point 2 above is true, how is it that STC, as a seller, 
were themselves expecting to receive £5.00 per KG 
from their partner in South Africa (a country with a 
weak currency), for the sale of their exported frozen 
Big Eye, but local fishermen (as sellers), are only 
expected to receive £1.00 per KG from STC for the 
sale of their fresh-caught Yellowfin? Since when has 
frozen Big Eye been worth more to any seller (be it 
a processor or a fisherman), than fresh Yellowfin…or 
was the big £3M number just scaremongering? 

• Considering also, there are NO added freight costs 
for STC to add-on when procuring to supply to the 
local market…Is £1.00 per KG a fair deal for the 
fishermen? 

Point 8: STC accuses the fishermen of not accepting 
£1.00 per KG and they quote “leaving the quota in the 
water”. Quite simply, having spoken to the fishermen 
directly, £1.00 does not cover their running costs and 
unlike STC, the fishermen did not receive a £500,000.00 
grant to support or subsidise their businesses. 
We estimate, with a competent workforce and an efficient 
workflow, the total business cost to process a KG of 
Yellowfin is £1.75 and therefore, perhaps the real reason 
as to why STC are claiming they are not being supported 
by the local fishermen is because: 
• Currently, the fishermen are paid £1.00 per KG from 

STC (the processor). Adding £1.75 as a processing 
cost = £2.75 per KG as a total cost to procure and 
process.

• This means, if STC is selling to local retailers for 
around £4.50 per KG (thus allowing the retailer to 
add a profit when reselling to the general public), 
they are the ONLY party making a profit (£1.75 per 
KG). 

Note: STC’s margins are increased if their selling price 
to the retailer is higher. We don’t know the current cost 

charged to the retailers by STC, so for the purpose of 
this being an example of where we believe the problem 
lies, we’re basing our assumption on what our future cost 
for local sales would be if e.g., we needed to make a 
profit from this channel of sales (which, because canning 
will be our core business, won’t be the case when TGFC 
becomes operational). 
For us, the £4.50 should be worst-case scenario, however, 
if indeed, the current STC cost to retailers are higher, 
then pro-rata their profits are higher. If this is the case, 
it then becomes questionable as to why this is when they 
have received £500,000.00 of taxpayer’s money, greatly 
reducing the commercial investment out-lay costs the 
STC business has to recover long-term.
• So…as a last-ditch attempt for STC to get the 

fishermen on-side, could it be suggested, they share 
the overall profits of the £4.50 with the fishermen 
on a 50/50 basis with both receiving £1.37 per KG…
This would allow the fishermen to make a small profit 
and surely, could be a game changer for directors 
of STC in regard to gaining the support of the local 
fishermen.   

Point 9: STC suggests that the ONLY reason the island 
has NO fish is because the local independent commercial 
fishermen are refusing to support them. However, apart 
from the KG price offered (as per the above Point 8):
• Can we also highlight that STC has approximately 

120mt of Yellowfin quota available to them (excluding 
the quota of the Commercial fishermen who they are 
now blaming for there being NO fish for sale). They 
have.
• their own quota allocation (20+ tons)
• a director’s quota (60+ tons)
• members quotas (40+ tons)

• Therefore, why aren’t STC calling upon their 
own director and members to support them and 
importantly, why aren’t STC themselves launching 
their fishing boat (currently located outside the 
factory in Rupert’s Valley gathering dust), and utilise 
this to catch their 20+ tons of allocated quota for 
local sales? 

Perhaps these quotas are being secretly reserved for 
transferring to the phantom offshore foreign vessel, if 
and when it eventually arrives in St. Helena’s waters!

Point 11: STC asks why the fishery hasn’t been able 
to establish itself within the last 6-months and again, 
blaming SHG, and thereafter, suggesting that 6-months 
equates to “dragging on so long” …
• We’re interested to know from STC, how does their 

‘dragging on’ comment compare to the THREE years 
that they themselves have been on St. Helena and 
achieved almost nothing?  

In concluding, STC also mentions that they have not yet 
managed to sit down with TGFC…For the record, with STC 
attempting to monopolise the procurement of the local 
catch and the processing, this will NEVER happen. TGFC 
has always maintained that the financial rewards for the 
procurement of its fish MUST go directly into fishermen’s 
pockets, because this would uplift their standards of 
living, encourage the next generation of fishers and 
would truly filter through into the local economy. We will 
NOT prop-up a business that continues to blame the local 
fishermen (some of whom have served the island for 40+ 
years), for the demise of the fishing industry…throwing 
stones whilst living in glass houses has never been the 
clever play.     

TGFC St. Helena Island Limited
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Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Letters
Dear Editor,
I write this as a concerned member 
of the public. Can anyone from the 
Health Dept. respond to the disgraceful 
behaviour of a senior medical officer? 
His outrageous outburst in public 
that, and we quote ... “I will not allow 
the patients from the cruise ship to 
be admitted to my hospital,” only 
delayed their admittance. Someone 
in his position to be unaware of the 
island’s responsibilities to the dead, 
sick & injured, from passing ships is 
embarrassing. How would the island be 
looked upon, if this had been allowed to 
happen. Who is managing this liability? 
ANON

Dear Saint,
Well, what a day the cruise ship was. The 
arriving cruise ship informed 
SHG on arrival of 5 unwell 
passengers onboard that 
needed to be transferred to 
the hospital. Around 10am, 
two ambulances arrived to 
the wharf but were told by 
senior health managers that 
they were not to offload 
any passengers until Chief 
Paramedic (James Douglas) 
had accepted the patients. 
The first patient arrived on 
a tender with a broken hip. 
She was loaded into the 
ambulance and taken off 

but soon stopped by James Douglas to 
argue with the medical team from the 
ship as the patient laid in the back of 
the ambulance. They were refusing to 
accept any patients from the ship as 
they had not been told prior to their 
arrival although the medical team say 
they had been in contact with a senior 
medical officer earlier. This event 
was all unfolding in front of cruise 
ship passengers and looked rather 
unprofessional with patients waiting to 
receive help. As the day went on more 
and more patients arrived on tenders 
and were taken to the hospital after 
SHG accepted responsibility. 
ANON

Dear Contributors,
There’s much to be ashamed of on 
island at the moment. Much of it can be 
attributed to lack of finances. We are 
beginning to look a bit like a Caribbean 
Shanty Town but there is no excuse 
for rudeness and belligerent behaviour 
from our medical staff towards the 
needy. I have heard a number of factual 
accounts regarding this incident and 
sadly, they all relate the same shameful 
behaviour. I am at a loss for words! I 
would like to apologise on behalf of us 
all, to those involved.
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Dear Editor 
The Saint opened a can of worms by 
debating about the ongoing on issues in 
the public. We have to admit and face 
the reality that the situation is getting 
worst lately at the hospital.

When a high number staff member 
resigns, should we immediately ring 
the bell put their manager at the top 
of the list of the usual suspects when it 
comes to reasons for their departure? 
Yes, good people do leave because of 
bad managers.

It’s no surprise there’s a problem of 
management and leadership at the 
hospital. The problem extends more 
than the high level of resignation. 
You can tell the signs of the absence 
of leadership at the hospital from a 
distance even if you can’t see their 
exact flaws or mistakes up close. Start 
with the clinical stuff treating patient 
in shorts, Senior medical stuff wearing 
Havanans to work, member of the stuff 
running a bakery at home and selling 
bread at the hospital during working 
hours.  The rest of the senior stuff: if 
you don’t see them around, they are 
at the consulate hotel having breakfast 
during working hours likewise the 
director of health taking driving lessons 
during working hours.  Such hospital 
environment can do much more than 
just frustrate the community, it destroys 
the trust in the health system and the 
senior management image.

From there, you can often see how a 
bad management has deteriorate the 
quality of care at the hospital. I don’t 
think the management realise How 
important is it to see the same doctor 
every time you have a health problem, 
instead of seeing different doctors each 
time.  Continuity of care is a long-term 

patient-doctor partnership in which 
the doctor knows the patient’s history 
and conditions from experience and 
can helps doctors gain their patients’ 
confidence and enables doctors to 
be more effective patient advocates. 
With constant turnover of doctor and 
stuff, and complete absence of the 
management during working hours the 
hospital is just circus.

Understandably, All the issues at the 
hospital coupled with the failure in 
manging the health budget by spending 
2.5 million over budget for the last year 
are a clear indication of extremely poor 
management. The current portfolio 
director could have been a great 
social worker once but obviously she 
failed to run the health service and 
give any assurance that there’s hope 
for improvement. SHG are acting like 
recidivist offender by appointing always 
the unskilled person to oversee public 
health it was airport administrator a 
year ago not it is a social worker and 
they are expecting a better outcome 

Let’s hope that the director of health 
will learn how to drive very soon and 
will dedicate some of his precious time 
to the hospital. 

An angry citizen
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Saint Helena
General Hospital

In Crisis
It is becoming more & more worrying how 
things are being managed within the island’s 
Health Department. So many issues have 
come to light, it’s rather difficult to know 
where to start. I did say in an earlier issue 
that we should work our way from the top 
down to the bottom, so let’s give this an 
examination, starting at the top… Now, for 
a thorough examination, please will you 
remove your clothing and lay on the bed!
 

What is absolutely paramount and 
without argument is the one plain 

fact, “you can’t run an efficient 
medical facility without a dedicated 

team.”

On 7 April 2022 Professor Derek Burke 
was appointed Interim Chief Medical 
Officer/Director of Health within the 
Health and Social Care Portfolio on Saint 
Helena. Dr. Burke’s previous employment 
was with Gibraltar’s Health Authority where 
he was Head of Clinical Governance. He left 
Gibraltar under a cloud of disfavour after 
accusing the Gibraltar Health Authority 
of being a “failed organisation.” Gibraltar 
Broadcasting Company stated in a news 
article dated 29th September 2021… “Dr 
Derek Burke revealed details of what his 
team had assessed as preventable deaths 
and other failures in quality of care. 
However, Dr Burke’s emails emphasise 
that, in his view, the problems extend 
beyond individual mistakes, and are the 
result of systemic failures at the GHA are 
in dire need of addressing. 

Dr Burke was taken on by the GHA in 2018, 
and was made its Responsible Officer, 
accountable for the clinical governance 
processes focusing on the performance 
of doctors, and ensuring the organisation 
has appropriate systems for appraising 
doctors’ performance.

In an email to the Chief Minister in 
2020, he said that - while the GHA is 
not subject to assessment by the Care 
Quality Commission, as NHS hospitals 
are - it should ideally rate as equivalent 
to the CQC ratings of “outstanding” or 
“good”. Instead, Dr Burke said, based on 
his observations over 18 months, the GHA 
would be rated as “inadequate” in the NHS, 
and would be subject to special measures - 
used in serious cases when a hospital is not 
providing good and safe care to patients, 
and where its own management cannot fix 
the problems by itself.” 

In response to the above, Gibraltar 
Health Authority responded and GBC 
News announced…

“The GHA’s former Head of Clinical 
Governance, Dr Derek Burke, has withdrawn 
his claim against the Health Authority; the 
Medical Director, Dr Krishna Rawal, and 
Health Minister, Samantha Sacramento. 
The claim at the Employment Tribunal was 
dismissed following the withdrawal. Dr 
Burke had been critical of the GHA in emails 
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to his former colleagues there, where he 
denounced the Health Authority for what 
he said was an inadequate response to 
concerns raised.”

The GHA had begun proceedings against 
Dr Burke, which resulted in the Supreme 
Court granting an injunctive order against 
him - preventing him from disclosing any 
further information from his tenure in the 
GHA at the risk of being imprisoned or 
fined.

Moving Forward….

We have a population on Saint Helena who, 
for no better choice of words, are older than 
the average population elsewhere. As we 
become older, we require additional health 
care, and in the past, we managed fairly 
well. An orthopaedic surgeon is a must. 
Broken hips and knee replacements are 
not uncommon. We now have old stock of 
orthopaedic prothesis in cardboard boxes, 
100’s of thousands of pounds worth, brought 
to the island when we had a full-time 
orthopaedic surgeon. That was 
another debacle, the Dr Sergio & 
Dr Satos dilemma! Story telling 
followed up by rumours and 
eventually both doctors leaving, 
one unannounced! The Medical 
Director also switched jobs 
straight after that. That situation 
has become very hush hush!

So, now we medivac orthopaedic 
patients to South Africa which 
is costing a small fortune. 
Aftercare for the elderly who 
have orthopaedic replacements 
takes time, international health 
care is obviously unaffordable, 
let’s remember, we are now 
2.5 million pounds over 
budget. How many surgeons 
are available globally, surely, 
it’s cheaper to employ one and 
then use our physiotherapy unit 
for rehabilitation. This process 
would probably apply to other 
critical areas of healthcare. 

Should we be focussing more of the 
budget on facilitating medical care on 
island as apposed to flying so many 

patients to South Africa?

Professor Derek Burke is The Director of 
Health, the man responsible, the one who 
is accountable for the smooth running of 
our medical facility. As mentioned before, 
he came from Gibraltar with a cloud over 
his performance there, we have stated 
clearly that a unified team is essential 
to run an efficient medical facility. Since 
Dr Burke took his position of authority in 
April 2022…  from Surgeons to General 
Practitioners to Anaesthetists, to 
Senior Nursing Staff, to Dentists to 
who knows what else, there have been 
45 appointments, 15 contracts ended 
and multiple resignations including 
some suspensions! That’s not what 
anyone could use as a good example of a 
unified team!
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For Every Medical Practitioner 
Appointment On Saint Helena, 

According to The Medical 
Practitioners Ordinance of 1910, 

Official Approval To Practice Medicine 
Must be Granted By The Governor or 

Acting Governor.

‘Approval to practice’ is required by Saint 
Helena law, it follows a recommendation 
made by one of the most senior medical 
team, usually the Medical Director, Chief 
Medical Officer or the Portfolio Director. 
I have yet to find Dr Burke’s approval 
to practice any form of medicine in any 
published Gov. Gazette. Dr Burke has 
certainly participated in giving advice 
on a clinical level which would surely be 
considered as practice.

At some point, serious consideration must 
be given to what is referred to as ‘Family 
Medicine’ or ‘Continuity Of Care’. This 
sort of care is ‘ongoing care’ by the same 
medical doctor, from beginning to end of 
care, something which on Saint Helena is 
vital. We are subjected to a different face, 
just about every time we need medical 
care. The turnover of staff is a shambles, 
surely, we have to ask ourselves why. Like 
I said… Start at the top and work your way 
down. Do outbursts in a public domain such 
as… “I will not allow the patients from 
the cruise ship to be admitted to my 
hospital,” give the impression of caring 
medical staff? 

Please put your clothes back on and I will 
fetch your X rays…
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January 14th -1718 – Mr Tovey complains 
to the Governor of Capt., Haswell 
for abstracting fourteen sheets of 
consultations and hiding them to prevent 
their being forward to England – these very 
Consultations containing the proof of his 
negligence in not making up the accounts.
He, the said Haswell amused and terrifies 
a great many of his companions with his 
arrogant and treasonable expressions by 
pretending he has and will have more 
power here than King George in England-   
When a false obscene or filthy tale is 
reported the people ask if it did not come 
from Capt. Haswell, but if it be what they 
call a stretcher, i.e., a great lye, they did 
not enquire who it come from but presently 
reply this is one of Haswell’s lye’s.

I never knew a greater reprobate or 
common swearer for a Bailiff, or Boatswain 
are but fools to him. He had a little black 
boy and girl of the Hon. Company whom 
he cruelly punished on every occasion. The 
girl one time he in his mad drunken humour 
swore he would crucify her and strip her 
stark naked hung her up by her legs on 
the door case and then also stretching out 
her hands in the form of Andrews Cross 
whip her most cruelly and burnt her with 
hot Irons insomuch it was feared the girl 
would die and for that and many such like 
cruel actions your worship took the girl 
from him. 

I hope you’ll not take it amiss if I use a 
fit occasion to make George Haswell eat 
some of his foolish papers that shall do 
him no more hurt than to show the world 
that lye’s won’t choke him.

June 10th – Four Blacks missing and widow 
Carne’s boat which was a small Yawl – one 
of them said for some time before he knew 
how to find his country out for it was a 
great way off upon the waters where the 
sun rose for he had often observed the 
Sun to rise over a great Mountain which is 
on Madagascar.

May 5th 1719 – Tuesday. On Saturday 

last there were such vast floods of water 
descended from the middle of the island 
as did abundance of damage and we think 
it was a Water Spout that broke about the 
main ridge because Water did not fall in 
shores {showers} after the usual manner 
but descended from the top of that hill with 
mighty floods and torrents.

It carried away the soil in an incredible 
manner with both grass, trees, yams. And 
stone walls before it. It brought down rocks 
of mighty bulk and covered abundance of 
Fruitful land with stones, the fine earth 
being washed away in such great quantity 
that the sea for a great way round about 
the Island look like black mud. 

May 12th. –A large piece of Alabaster 
stone the same sort as that at Turks cap 
Hill supposed to be bought down by the 
late flood found in the Water Course above 
the houses in the Valley – a reward of £5 
offered for discovery of the Quarry.

There has been two of your Honours Blacks 
being strong mutinous fellows had by 
some means got some weapons and tried 
to get some more blacks to join them and 
betook themselves to a kind of fastness 
which was at the foot of a spiral rock called 
Lott and on the top of a high mountain 
almost inaccessible and there in a large 
cave they took up their residence and 
withstood everybody they could see who 
come towards them from a great distance 
and by rolling down stones kept everybody 
off so that they were besiege for three or 
four days. The Soldiers sent after them 
desired leave to fire at them. The Governor 
said in case they could not be otherwise 
taken in one day more they should be fired 
at. One William Worrall a brisk young man 
with two or three more did get up behind 
them and above them and then they hove 
down rocks in their turn and beat down the 
chief of them so much bruised that he died 
– at which the people in Sandy Bay had 
great satisfaction for they suffered much 
by them.

THE ST HELENA RECORDS
(Contributed Stedson Stroud)
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UK: 
Rishi Sunak will announce £5bn boost 
for UK defence budgets on trip to US - 
despite Ben Wallace demanding double 
that to cope with soaring inflation. 
The PM will announce the multi-billion 
uplift as he holds talks with Joe Biden 
and Australian counterpart Anthony 
Albanese over the AUKUS nuclear 
submarine pact.

However, the settlement is not expected 
to be anywhere near the £8billion-
£11billion extra Defence Secretary Ben 
Wallace has been demanding to deal 
with surging inflation. The department 
is seen as particularly exposed to 
inflation due to its huge equipment 
projects. Tory MPs have been backing 
Mr Wallace’s push for more cash to 
cover the cost of the war in Ukraine and 
soaring prices, amid fears the military 
has been ‘cut to the bone’.

GREECE: 
Greece’s transport minister resigned on 
Wednesday after two trains slammed 
head-on into each other, killing at least 
43 people in the country’s worst-ever rail 
crash. The impact threw entire carriages 
off the track and temperatures in the 
wreckage reached 1,300C after it was 
engulfed in flames. “It’s an unthinkable 
tragedy,” Greek prime minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis said as he visited the site of 
the crash, promising a full investigation 
but saying it appeared to be “mainly 
due to a tragic human error.” Tearful 
transport minister Kostas Karamanlis 
submitted his resignation, saying he felt 
it was his “duty” to step down “as a basic 
indication of respect for the memory of 
the people who died so unfairly”. He 
said he was also taking responsibility 
for Greece’s “long-standing failures” to 
fix a railway system he described as 
unfit for the 21st century. Passengers 
kicked through windows to escape the 
inferno; others were flung up to 40 
metres after the train slammed into a 
freight train travelling in the opposite 
direction on the same track. At least in 
the rest of the world, top people are 
being accountable.

Many Were Burnt Alive
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UKRAINE: 
The status of the besieged city of 
Bakhmut in eastern Ukraine is unclear 
after conflicting reports at the weekend 
over how much of the city was controlled 
by Russian forces, and whether Ukrainian 
forces were starting to withdraw from 
parts of the city. A Ukrainian commander 
of troops in Bakhmut said on Telegram 
Sunday that there were “no decisions 
or orders regarding retreat” and that 
“the defence is holding” in the city 
but also characterized the situation 
in Bakhmut and its outskirts as “very 
much like hell.” Analysts at the Institute 
for the Study of War think tank said 
Sunday that Ukrainian forces appear 
to be conducting a “limited tactical 
withdrawal” in Bakhmut, however, 
although they noted that “it is still too 
early to assess Ukrainian intentions 

concerning a complete withdrawal from 
the city.” The ISW noted that “Ukrainian 
forces are unlikely to withdraw from 
Bakhmut all at once and may pursue a 
gradual fighting withdrawal to exhaust 
Russian forces through continued urban 
warfare.” Ukraine will win this war, 
NATO and the UN simply won’t allow a 
Russian invasion.

A Ukrainian medic with the 28th 
Brigade runs through a partially 
dug trench along the front line 
on March 5, 2023, outside of 

Bakhmut, Ukraine.
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FRUITY DOUGHNUT BALLS

Ingredients
6 oz Caster Sugar.
8 oz Plain Flour.
2 oz Butter or Margarine.
2 oz Dried Mix Fruit.
2 Eggs. (Beaten).
1+1/2 Teaspoons Cream of Tartar.
1/2 Teaspoon Bicarbonate Soda.
6-8 fl oz Milk.
*To coat 2 oz Caster Sugar.
*Oil for frying.

Method
Mix all the dry ingredients and rub 
together with the butter.
Add the Eggs, Dried Fruit and Milk. 
Mix well to form a very soft, workable 
dough.
Roll into small balls or drop a teaspoon 
size amount into hot oil when frying.  
(They will double in size).
Heat oil in a deep-frying pan.
Fry the Doughnut Balls until they are 
golden brown.
Drain on kitchen towel and toss in 
Caster Sugar.
Served warm. Great dipped in jam or 
Strawberry sauce. 

Hello Saint Readers.

By now you all know that I love making 
quick and easy recipes. Here are 
two Doughnut recipes that are quick 
to prepare and best served warm. 
Doughnuts are ideal as a surprise treat 
for the family and lovely at tea time for 
your guests.

Your Country Housewife.

RING DOUGHNUTS

Ingredients
6 oz Self-Raising Flour.
2 oz Caster Sugar.
2 oz Margarine. 
1 Egg (Beaten).
1 Tablespoon Milk.
*Oil for frying.
*For Dusting.
3 oz Caster Sugar.
I Level Teaspoon Cinnamon.

Method
Put Flour, Sugar and Margarine into a 
bowl and rub together until the mixture 
resembles breadcrumbs. 
Add the Egg and just sufficient Milk to 
make a firm dough when mixed well 
with a round-bladed knife.
Turn out onto a lightly floured surface 
and knead gently.
Roll out ¼ inch thickness and cut into 
rounds with a 2-inch cutter. Then with 
a 1-inch cutter, remove the centres to 
make a doughnut ring.
Heat Cooking Oil in a deep-frying pan 
or a deep fat fryer.
Fry the rings in the hot oil for about 
2 minutes, turning once until they are 
risen and golden brown.
Fry the cut-out centres to make little 
Doughnuts.
Life out of oil and drain on kitchen towel.
Put the Caster Sugar with the Cinnamon 
into a paper bag and mix well.
Put the doughnuts in the bag 3 or 4 at a 
time and toss to cover with sugar mix. 
Serve freshly made.

your Country housewife
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Premier League FOOT IES
Liverpool 7- 0 Man Utd
It’s hard to imagine, but yes… it’s true! 
Liverpool thrashed Manchester United 7-0 
at Anfield in perhaps the most epic Premier 
League drubbing of them all. Cody Gakpo, 
Darwin Nunez and Mohamed Salah each scored 
two goals in an extraordinary performance by 
Jurgen Klopp’s side before Roberto Firmino 
added the seventh as United capitulated amid 
scenes of wild jubilation among the home 
support. Erik ten Hag’s side had come into the 
game on an 11-game unbeaten run and fresh 
from ending their six-year trophy drought but 
were completely overwhelmed, conceding six 
second-half goals amid a raucous atmosphere 
on a never-to-be-forgotten afternoon for 
Liverpool fans. United did have chances in the 
first half with Bruno Fernandes and Marcus 
Rashford spurning good openings but two 
goals in quick succession early in the second 
half led to a thrashing as United caved in. It is 
Liverpool resurgent, hopes of a top-four finish 
revitalised. They move above Newcastle into 
fifth, now just three points behind Tottenham 
with a game in hand. United’s seven-year wait 
for a win at Anfield goes on, their slim hopes 
of muscling their way into the Premier League 
title race undermined by this astonishing 
defeat.

Man. City 2-0 Newcastle Utd
Fabulous Phil Foden was on target again as 
Manchester City beat Newcastle 2-0 at the 
Etihad on Saturday lunchtime. City’s winger 
took his recent tally to four goals in three games 
just 15 minutes into the contest, gliding past 
at least three Newcastle defenders before Sven 
Botman diverted his close-range shot beyond 
Nick Pope. “It was a brilliant action from Phil,” 
purred City boss Pep Guardiola afterwards. 
Newcastle had their moments at the other end, 
with Sean Longstaff’s shot blocked and Callum 
Wilson miscuing in the first half before subs 
Joe Willock and Alexander Isak threatened 
after the break but it was Bernardo Silva who 
stepped off the bench to score the decisive 
second goal (67) for the hosts.

Arsenal 3-2 Bournemouth
Reiss Nelson was the hero for Arsenal as his 
97th-minute winner sealed an astonishing 
Gunners comeback from 2-0 down to a 3-2 
victory over Bournemouth. A bizarre encounter 

at a raucous Emirates Stadium began with 
the Cherries taking the lead after just nine 
seconds, as a well-worked kick-off routine 
was finished by Philip Billing at the back post. 
Mikel Arteta’s side dominated the possession 
and chances against the relegation-threatened 
side, holding 80 per cent of the ball and 
mustered 30 shots on goal overall - but fell 
further behind to Marco Senesi’s header from 
a corner. But Arsenal’s young side were not 
to be disheartened as they levelled the game 
with two goals in seven minutes after the hour 
mark. Both goals came from unlikely sources 
as Partey tapped home at the back post from 
Emile Smith Rowe’s header, before White 
finished Nelson’s cross.And as Arsenal huffed 
and puffed for a winner, Nelson curled home 
with the last kick of the game to spark bedlam 
at the Emirates, with the Gunners’ five-point 
lead at the top of the table maintained.
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