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THE SIREN

To The Skipathon!

I was going to make the main story this 
week about the Supreme Court case 
which has been running for a couple 
of weeks at the Court Building. Saint 
Helena being what it is, this ‘yarn’ 
broke out several weeks ago and I 
personally find it too disturbing to go 
into detail. I spoke with Duncan Cooke 
whose island’s responsibilities include, 
Chief Magistrate, Acting Supreme 
Court Justice, Chief Coroner, Chairman 
of Utilities Regulation Authority, 
Medial Standards Commission, Legal 
Assistance Fund, Immigration Appeals, 
Land Planning Authority Appeal Tribunal, 
Labour Regulator and he is the Land 
Registrar. (Makes one wonder how he 
copes with that lot?) Mr Cooke advised 
me that the media can comment on 
the case with some restrictions, we at 
The Saint would rather focus on other 
island affairs. This case does bring 
contributory matters to the fore, which 
is why we debate the past and commend 
the present, except for rare exceptions 
such as this case, read ‘Guilty As 

Charged’. We will however congratulate 
the Judicial System for bringing justice 
to those deserving of it.

The contents of this case does bring to 
mind a topic which I have great concerns 
with on island, Alcohol Abuse. I will be 
discussing the perils of that shortly.

On a brighter note, I am inspired by 
people trying to do great things such as 
the Skipping Event which was to raise 
money for Cancer awareness. It restores 
my faith in humanity. Constantly on 
island, we come across people trying 
to better the world and the island we 
share, in their own capacity, I hope it 
also inspires our government to get a 
little more involved on a personal level. 

Enjoy this week’s yarn…. bless yo’all.

BTW…If sending a parcel to Ascension 
by air, nothing over 2kgs…if it’s 5 kgs, 
make three packages!! That makes 
perfect sense, it’s the rules!

Just Dance on Wednesday evening…
8.00pm at Kingshurst…yeah baby!!

From the Editor
Email your letters and opinions to 

thesaint@helanta.co.sh
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We at The Saint would like to salute all who 
were involved in the ‘skipathon’ last weekend. 
Social media was flooded with brilliant video 
footage and ‘in the moment’ updates of this 
wonderful initiative. All of us, at some time in 
our lives, will be affected by Cancer, either as 
a direct victim, or having a family member or 
close friend suffer with it. Awareness is probably 
the most important criteria in its prevention, 
most cancer is treatable if it’s detected at its 
earliest stages, that is why ‘awareness’ is so 
essential.

The ’skipathon’ was the initiative of Rikki 
Young who lives in Bristol UK, Rikki made the 
following public on Facebook on 25th February.

“In March 2020 whilst living in Bristol, UK, a 
week before we went into the first lockdown, 
I was unfortunately diagnosed with stage 
3 breast cancer. I was, at the time working 
within the aviation industry and eventually 
had to be made redundant due to the covid-19 
pandemic. During this time, the Cancer 
Support and Awareness Charity Group here on 
St Helena reached out and sent me a donation 

which helped me to stress less and 
concentrate on my battle with cancer. 
Since returning in November 2021 
having finished my treatment and ready 
to spend time at home, I had been invited 
to a Cancer Awareness luncheon that was 
hosted by the charity for people and families 
that have gone through cancer. It was very 
overwhelming to see how many people were 

there having been affected by cancer in one 
way or the other; and how many individuals and 
families this charity supports. In the past year 
I personally have heard of just over a handful 
of people that have been diagnosed, this might 
not be as many as the 100’s elsewhere in the 
world, but in a population of just on 4200 and 
everyone knowing each other, it all seems so 
personal. So, with your help  I would love to 
raise some money to give back to the charity 
so they can continue to support these Cancer 
Warriors and their loved ones!”

On Saturday 11th March at 2.00pm the event 
‘skipped off’ at Sandy Bay and finished 24 
hours later at 2.00pm by the Seaside Steps 
on Sunday 12th March. The aim was to raise 
£500.00, I do believe that this amount will 
be reached and a whole lot more. Words will 
never be adequate to express the thanks to all 
involved.

Thanks go out to all Sponsors for their generous 
contributions, there are just too many pictures 
and videos to post on this article, but please go 
to ‘Saint Helena Cancer Support & Awareness’ 
Facebook Page for a really well documented 
event.
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Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Dear Christian 
I would like to express my gratitude for 
your excellent coverage of our island 
problems and issues. The exposure 
of the SHG abuse of power and bad 
management of the island is an eye 
opener for the saint to cross wall of fear 
and speak up. 
ANON

Dear Christian,
Responding to you brief statement on 
p12 of last weeks The Saint…

You have indeed on several occasions 
asked to meet whilst I have been at 
home on St. Helena in October and 
most recently in February.

Firstly, from the outset, we have been 
unwavering in our support for the local 
Commercial fishermen and their right 
to choose who they sell their catch to, 
and, for them to be paid a fair price. 
To us, both as a collective group and 
as individual businesses, the fishermen 
are the body of people most important 
to the success of our proposed venture.
Secondly, over the past 18-months 
we’ve also been engaged in numerous 
discussions and negotiations with 
various stakeholders and departments 
within SHG in our bid to secure premises 
from which to operate our proposed 
cannery. Without being able to achieve 
this, our venture was a non-starter.

Additionally, we have also watched as 
local media channels have constantly 
moved from one side of the fence to 
the other over the past year or so i.e. 
in regards to where their own support 
lies and we’ve seen them come-up 
with many suggestions as to where 
the solution is to be found, but rather 
interestingly, neither the support nor 
the solution has ever started with what’s 
best for the fishermen and especially 
during what has undoubtedly been, the 
toughest period they have ever gone 
through.

In conclusion, you should also know 
that whilst the key discussions with the 
relevant business critical stakeholders 
have been ongoing, I have not spoken 
formally or exclusively to any of the 
media channels on the island, and we 
have always chosen to share all of our 
statements with all. This position will 
remain as is until such time as we see a 
shift from the ‘feeling sorry for’ and the 
‘justifying the stance of’ those, who are 
trying to 1) back our fishermen into a 
corner whilst offering to pay them very 
little, and 2) monopolising the fishery.

A solid foundation for the long-term 
success of the island’s fishery has to 
start with fairness to those who go to 
sea each morning, when most of us are 
still tucked-up in bed dreaming of non-
conducive, one-sided solutions.
Kind regards

Malcolm Williams
The Green Fish Company St. Helena 
Island Limited
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We are being informed by SHG that a 
fibre connection with super quick internet 
is just around the corner. Yes, it’s been 
a long bend, but it is coming. Now listen 
now…this goes out to all the folk on island, 
but especially the youngsters. Internet 
scamming is REAL!!! Gareth Drabble is 
heading a Government project to make us 
a ‘phishing’ and other such fake nonsense 
which is only coming up on our computers 
for a few reasons. 

Facebook friend requests from people you 
don’t know, perhaps showing a picture of a 
pretty young gal from Russia, with a proud 
pair and a cheeky smile wanting to be your 
friend… come on guys, how stupid can you 
be? Next up you’ll be answering a naughty 
seductive message, you may even be 
asked for a picture of your dicky! Next up, 
your picture is all over your Facebook page 
and now you are being asked for money to 
stop the nonsense…yes, it’s real. it really 
happens! 

Laura Leen is a Russian gal looking 
for a husband! I’m free!!

Maybe you receive a message telling you 
about a lady in India who has a good few 
million to give away to a good cause. It’s 
her wish to do good in the world and all she 
needs to deposit the money in your bank 
account, is your bank details…WHAAAAT? 
Wake up yo’all, it ain’t real! 

Elizabeth Tom from Samsung is 
giving away cell phones. (Of course, 

she is!!)

Olivia wants to be your friend…. 
That’s Nice!!

So, don’t be a nanna…if it’s too good to be 
true…it definitely is….

Don’t Be Daft!
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From England - March 21st 1718. - We are 
sorry to find there is no unanimity among 
you. Mr Haswell and Mr. Bazett on one side 
seem to thwart the governor who is join by 
Mr Tovey.

Bye Laws of the Island. - All the Rules given 
by the then Company on the re delivery 
of the Island to them should be entered 
as you have in the very wards – but as 
to some of them such as making treble 
or fourfold restitution for anything stole 
and other matters, we don’t confirm them 
though we believe they might be intended 
in terrorism.

Wherein we have not given particular 
directions touching punishment of body 
or purse keep yourself as near as may be 
to the Law of England, for what so ever 
exceeds will be accounted arbitrary and 
give a handle to designing to raise clamour 
or to tyrannical people in the Island to vent 
their spleen.

List of ships for the Company’s East India 
Trade for this season sent (viz. 13 ships 
from 330 to 460 tons)

We find you are resolve to justify yourselves 
in your severity to the Eagle’s men – 
however don’t give no occasion to censure 
such unjustifiable management. Let the 
Captains punish their own men. 

We are pleased to find the Island so well 
recovered from drought that great token 
of divine pleasure. The planting of trees is 
to be enforced, sheltering the very ground 
as well as the fruit trees from the hurtful 
winds and blasts. Endeavour to persuade 
the people to it by argument for Englishmen 
are to be led, not forced. 

We have repeated complaints that you the 
Governor threaten the inhabitants to ruin 
them if they complain. The Planters pray 
that two of them may have leave to come 
to England to present their grievance. They 
assert that the Governor is a very great 
trader.

We are sensible they are a quarrelsome 
litigious dissatisfied kind of people and 
some few spirit up the rest. That they are 
never long pleased with any Governor 
unless they can ride him. Give any one or 
two of them leave to come to England- If we 
can judge by the nature of the complaints 
when they are publicly told that you allow 
any of them to come to us they will think 
twice before they accept the leave once. 
The account of what fish the fishing boat 
had taken was brought to the Governor.as 
usual. The 

Mr Powell appears to be an industrious 
painstaking man – you would load him with 
reproach. It is very plain from your own 
showing that he with his seventeen Blacks 
and 300 acres of land raise more stock of 
Cattle and has a greater produce from his 
diary than you do from all ours and that 
you are forced to buy him- doth this not 
show the difference of management. 

September 22nd 1719. – At the Plantation 
House, a wedding happened, one of 
the gentleman of the council to a young 
gentlewoman. 

account was 12 fishes called jacks and 12 
fishes called Old wives which occasioned 
the Gov. to joke with Mr Jones by saying 
parson you nor I need not despair for the 
old English proverb a Jack for Jill is verified 
even by the fish you see here 12 Jacks to 
12 old wives – which expression put Mr 
Jones in mind of the old woman he married 
when he went off from hence to England 
before and raise his passion which the Gov. 
took no notice of at first but endeavoured 
to overlook it. But when he grew noisy the 
Gov. asked what was the matter who had 
angered him. He in a surely loud way replied 
why you have, if I had the misfortune to 
marry and old woman must I always be 
twitted in the teeth of it.

THE ST HELENA RECORDS
(Contributed Stedson Stroud)
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Voice Of An Angel

 
Country singer Patsy Cline performed for 
nearly a decade before her breakthrough 
1957 television appearance, singing 
“Walking After Midnight.” She went on 
to many crossover pop and country hits, 
including “Crazy” and “She’s Got You,” 
becoming one of the leading Nashville 
figures before her death in a plane crash 
in 1963, in Camden, Tennessee.

Cline was born Virginia Patterson 
Hensley on September 8, 1932, in 
Winchester, Virginia. She helped break 
down the gender barrier in this musical 
genre, thanks in large part to her smooth-
sounding, emotive voice.

Cline’s father, Samuel, was a blacksmith. 
Her mother, Hilda, was only 16 years old 

when she married Samuel, more than 25 
years her senior. The couple had three 
children together before splitting up, with 
Hilda becoming a seamstress to support 
her family.

Cline taught herself how to play the 
piano around the age of eight. She 
later discovered her passion for singing. 
When she was 16, Cline dropped out 
of school to go to work because her family 
desperately needed the money. She was 
employed at a number of places, including 
a poultry plant and a local soda 
shop. In her free time, Cline started her 
singing career. She performed on local 
radio stations and entered numerous 
singing contests.

In 1952, Cline began performing with 
bandleader Bill Peer’s group. Peer 
encouraged her to change her first name 
to “Patsy” for their performances. She 
picked up the second part of her now-
famous moniker the following year after 
marrying Gerald Cline. Cline landed a 
recording contract in 1954, but her first 
few singles failed to catch on.

Cline’s career hit a turning point in 
1957. She landed a spot on the Arthur 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts show. Cline 
wowed audiences with her performance 
of “Walkin’ After Midnight,” winning 
the program’s competition. After her 
appearance on Arthur Godfrey’s Talent 
Scouts, the song hit the country and pop 
charts.

Cline divorced Gerald around this time. 
She soon married Charles Dick. The 
couple had two children together, daughter 
Julie and son Randy.

Patsy Cline
(1932-1963)
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September 15, 1957 – 25-year-old 
Patsy Cline married 23-year-old 
linotype operator Charles Dick

In the early 1960s, Cline enjoyed great 
success on the country and pop charts. 
She also joined the cast of the Grand Ole 
Opry in Nashville, Tennessee—a true sign 
of her place in country music. Now with 
Decca Records, she released some of her 
greatest hits. “I Fall to Pieces” hit the 
top of the country charts in 1961. It also 
became a Top 20 single on the pop charts. 
Chart success soon struck again with the 
Willie Nelson-penned “Crazy.” That same 
year, Cline survived a traumatic car 
crash.

In 1962, Cline again hit the number one 
spot on the country charts with “She’s 
Got You.” She started performing with 
Johnny Cash around this time, joining his 
tour. Cline performed with the likes of June 
Carter and George Jones during this 
time as well. She was supportive of other 
female country artists, such as Loretta 
Lynn, and she tried to help them with their 

careers. The pair’s friendship is 
documented in the 2019 Lifetime 
movie Patsy & Loretta.

Cline’s own career was all too brief. She 
died on March 5, 1963, in a plane 
crash in Camden, Tennessee. After her 
death, her version of “Sweet Dreams” 
was released and became a hit.

Considered one of country music’s greatest 
vocalists, Cline was inducted into the 
Country Music Hall of Fame in 1973. 
Her life became the subject of the 1985 
film Sweet Dreams, starring Jessica 
Lange. Her music remains popular today 
with fans around the world, with many 
making the pilgrimage to her hometown 
of Winchester, Virginia, to visit the Patsy 
Cline Historic Home.
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At Home with Bella Lasagna
“Praying for rain?”

Dear Readers 
Did you know that anger can cause high blood pressure, 
migraines, gastrointestinal issues, and rapid heart 
rate? People get angry, it’s healthy and normal but 
what happens to the person who is angry all the time? 
According to Harvard University Scientists “If you’re 
mad all the time, you just might find yourself feeling 
sick more often. It weakens your immune system”. 
In one study, scientists found that in healthy people, 
simply recalling an angry experience from their past caused a six-hour dip in levels of 
the antibody immunoglobulin A, the cells’ first line of defence against infection. 

Journalists are particularly prone to anger especially investigative journalists who may 
be motivated by anger at injustice, it’s admirable and only proper that perpetrators of 
injustice or corruption are exposed. Sometimes anger can lead a journalist to misrepresent 
facts or ‘over-colour’ certain aspects of a story. The media is always looking for a juicy 
story but at what cost? Small communities can be torn apart by persistent, provocative 
reporting about a person or organisation. Journalists, bloggers, writers and anyone in 
media need to consider the consequences of a sharp tongue and a sharp pen. The mirror 
in our bathroom is a grand stabilizer. 

Our island is named after Saint Helena, the wife of the Roman emperor Constantius 
Chlorus and the mother of the emperor Constantine the Great. The story of her mission 
to find the cross of Christ is well known but I also think learning of the diverse community 
of people that live here since our discovery in 1502 seems to fit with the person that was 
Helena. I think this is an important point, don’t you? We are a close-knit community, 
what happens when one of us gets hurt? People in senior positions or politicians and 
their families are also subject to the same emotions of embarrassment and humiliation. 
Should we be worried about people’s feelings? Isn’t that what they get the big bucks for?

The actor Denzel Washington’s famous quote “You pray for rain, you gotta deal with the 
mud too” is true for every one of us. Life is full of crappy deals, undelivered promises, 
government cock-ups and LOTS of disappointment but in wanting something better we 
also have to navigate the muck, it’s called life. 

It’s not hard to find the mess-ups on St Helena, they are on every corner but there are 
also plenty of accomplishments and achievement. Daily, success stories appear, from 
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classrooms, offices, building sites and local businesses. Teams of people work 
hard to deliver projects, from Side Path Road to health screening against disease, 
often with limited resources and against the odds. Some people are beginning to 
resist and find the courage to stand up to old mind sets and formulas – they are 
the change drivers. What are you?

When we sit and look at the island’s problems, we will find lots to talk about and 
after a few days and weeks of talking about the same things, we find, we have not 
gained solution, we’re just angrier. Stories sell newspapers, solutions save a community, 
detailing our problems extends the suffering. There is so much that the island has to 
offer, I can think off at least a dozen of the top of my head but people quickly lose hope 
and condemn the island to the depths of Hell. St Helenian politics is a minefield but is 
the UK’s any better? 

On more than a million occasions it is the outsiders that remind us what we’ve got here, 
it’s one of the reasons we should never give up on St Helena. 

South Africa first introduced their COVID vaccines in February 2021. They set an 
ambitious target of fully vaccinating 67% of the population by the end of that year. 
By mid-January 2023, almost two years down the road, only 35% have been fully 
vaccinated. On St Helena 97% of our population have been vaccinated and I know we 
are talking about a vast difference in population numbers but at this moment in time I 
know where I’d rather be.

The rest of the world are watching us consumed by their wars, food and fresh water crisis, 
climate change, homelessness, poverty, lack of education and access to healthcare. In 
comparison to them how well do you think we’re doing?

I’d say pretty damn well.

Until we meet again 

Bella
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On Monday 6th March, Bubbles & I 
took ourselves to the ‘Constituency 
Meeting’ at Jamestown Community 
Centre. Personally, to be brutally honest, 
I’m not a meeting kinda guy!! I don’t 
relate to political emotion in the flesh, 
so to speak, cowardly I hide behind the 
pages of a weekly publication!

That being said, there was about 30-35 
people present, councillors all present 
except for two ministers missing. 
Martin Henry been under the weather 
of late and Jefferey Ellick is away for 
personal reasons.

It kicked off with Gillie Brooks, who 
chaired the meeting, introducing Mark 
Brooks, who was also filling in for both 
Martin & Jefferey, so Mark had his work 
cut out and spear-headed the meeting 
for the most part.

Shipping was the hot topic, air services 
also came up, Maestro Technologies, 
Immigration, Connect tariff the tax 
brackets, fishy tales and also alcohol 
awareness were points of question and 
discussion.

With regard to shipping and air 
services, it is pretty much recognised 
that the island has its ‘hands’ tied’ in both 
these arenas. I pointed out to Minister 
Brooks that island supplies are critically 
vulnerable and a great concern. Mark 

held himself well, but was reluctant to 
divulge how many other bidders we 
have for renewing these avenues of 
service. With both contracts running 
out within the next 12 months, I asked 
how many bidders were involved in a 
new shipping contract, after he stated 
several were interested. Several 
does rather give the impression of more 
than 4-5, so I asked for something 
more specific, I also queried why is 
it such a secret? After some umming 
and erring, reluctantly I was told “more 
than one”! Not a satisfactory response, 
once again we can only surmise that 
the secret nature and chair squirming 
would probably indicate very few, with 
little hope…Over a barrel us thinks!

We were told that Maestro 
will be proceeding with 
telecommunications infrastructure 
and that this service should be on line 
with fibre by early next year at an 
affordable cost. Us still reckon that SURE 
will be providing the service, but that’s 
not a guarantee, just an assumption! 
The contrast between microwave 
signals and fibre connections for more 
remote properties was eye opening…
fibre will be cheaper to maintain because 
microwave signals need upgrading…I 
think!! I’m no techno on this subject, 
so please don’t quote me on that one.

Connect are having additional cash 

A Constituency Meeting Experience



13The Saint Issue 41 16 of March 2023

swung their way, we do need to keep 
our water and electricity flowing, 
sewage too….

The tax benefit figure of £7,000.00 
was discussed, Councillor turner said 
that it is a hot point of discussion 
within his portfolio, but a change will 
take place, but will need more time. I 
still can’t figure out why the red tape 
& cogs of bureaucracy and government 
administration take sooooooo 
loooooooong to unwind and turn! 
Chief Minister, Julie Thomas, had 
her turn to speak about education 
and admitted that the youth have 
little opportunity and a great concern 
is behaviour issues at schools and 
reckless behaviour on the streets at 
night by the youth. This brought me to 
mention, that smoking awareness was 
prevalent within the health department, 
but never had we seen an alcohol 
awareness programme on island. I 
pointed out that after remaining sober 
for 27 years and being involved in AA 
throughout my life, I would be happy to 
assist if required.

Clint beard raised the issue 
of local fish sales. It was 
pretty unanimously agreed that 
the entire fishy story is bloody 
ridiculous. The main aim right now 
should be supporting local fishermen to 
sell their wares as they see fit as long 
as it is clean & healthy. Karl Thrower 
raised a very valid point, he asked… 
“What’s the difference in health and 
safety when legally buying a deboned 
conger at the seaside steps from a 
fisherman, compared to buying some 
illegal tuna from the same fisherman, 
all under exactly the same processing 
conditions….” No further questions your 
honour! 

All in all, I enjoyed the experience. One 
or two folk rather flogged their ‘dead 
horse’ issues to a point of mumbled 
confusion. I do appreciate more, how 
the elected members can have issues 
hiding their frustrations on occasions…
keep going yo’all, let’s hope we find 
that light at the end of the tunnel. 
First up, let’s find the bloody tunnel!
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We are aware and so is Government, 
that quite a few people are waiting for 
housing on the SHG housing list. The 
lack of available, suitable accommodation 
always seems to be a money issue, just 
like everything else… unless of course it’s 
a management issue! It’s too expensive 
perhaps and time consuming, to build 
regulation block & mortar, but there are 
much cheaper alternatives.

In London, there have been some very 
successful projects such as ‘container 
units’, for students, the homeless and also 
first-time home owners. These projects 
have already been successful in the 
UK, SHG might consider contacting the 
right people over there to get some real 
info and stats on a project like theirs for 
this lil island too. 

Affordable Housing In London, Built 
For The Homeless

The island is littered with old shipping 
containers and this gave thought to the 
concept of ‘shipping container housing’. 
Many people utilise these containers 
for storage and garages, but why not 
utilise better, reconditioned containers 
for homes. The cost of a 20 ft container 
in good condition can vary, but I’ve seen 
plenty on eBay for about £1500 each. 
Now, before you say “it costs £6000.00 

to freight it here…” there could be a way 
to get them here for much less. There’s 
no reason why SHG can’t buy some in 
small quantities and utilise them for their 
procured supplies and then re-sell or use 
them for housing, once un packed. What 
about a contract with a UK company to fit 
and insulate them in the UK and then send 
them ready for use, simply requiring utility 
and sewerage connections? Our retailers 
could also be involved in a project such 
as this. The project in itself would require 
some house building materials & fittings to 
complete the project.

The old playground in Jamestown has 
stood unused and unsightly for a good 
number of years. Ideally situated, and a 
prime location for townsfolk to be close to 
work. What an ideal opportunity to utilise 
prime wasted land in Jamestown.

Smaller Affordable Units

Not only are containers extremely strong, 
they are easy to build on to, allowing you 
to grow your home according to budget. 
Advertised in the UK are the smallest basics 
from about £10,000.00 ready to ‘move in’ 
and from there on, the world’s your oyster. 

Housing…Shouldn’t Be A Problem!
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Will Aid Raises £1100 for 
Making Ends Meet

The Public Solicitor Office held ‘Will Aid 
Week’ on Ascension Island in December 
2022 and on St Helena in February 2023.

Will Aid has been running since 1988. Will 
Aid is a special partnership between the 
legal profession and charity. The idea is 
that instead of paying the solicitors fees, 
clients are invited to pay the cost of the 
Will as a donation to charity. Each year the 
Public Solicitor Office nominates a charity 
of the year and for the current financial 
year, has nominated Making Ends Meet.

Will Aid on Ascension Island and St Helena 
has raised £1100 for Making Ends Meet 
and a cheque was presented to Loretta 
Coleman on 8 March 2023.

In accepting the cheque and on 
behalf of Making Ends Meet, Lorretta 
Coleman commented

“We appreciate the huge amount raised 
and a huge thank you to everyone at 
the Public Solicitor Office for raising this 
amount of money, which will go a long 
way to alleviating financial struggles on 
St Helena”

‘Yellow Fins Swim Club’ has been 
nominated as The Public Solicitor Office 
charity of the year for the financial year 
2023/24.  The Public Solicitor Office will 
hold Will Aid week again later in the year 
and shall advertise details closer to the 
time.

The public are advised that they can make 
a Will anytime during the year and do not 
need to wait for Will Aid.  If anyone would 
like further details about making a Will 
please call the office on 23008.

 Helen Scott Presents a Cheque For £1100.00 to Lorretta Coleman
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The Mantis Hotel, which we fondly 
refer to as ‘The Elephantis’, had a 
right busy spell when all the yacht 
racing contestants arrived a couple of 
months ago. It has sadly died down to 
a trickle again, it begs the question, is 
our tourist industry limited to yachties 
doing a turn around and cruise ship 
visitors, who hardly have 2 dollars to 
rub together? 

We still believe that Saint Helena has 
huge potential to be a global mecca for 
Deep Water Diving and Sport Fishing, 
with a good splash of hiking thrown in 
for good measure. The private sector 
has made a greater effort advertising 
these elements about the island and 
already we see quite a few divers 
gracing our waters. It definitely has 
been proven, without any shadow of a 
doubt, year in and year out, that our 
lovely 190-year-old tortoise and 
Napoleon’s corpless tomb are just 
not enough to fire up the imaginations 
of international visitors. When you are 
spending big bucks on air travel and 
going without some 1st world luxuries 
when visiting, you need a proper, ‘best 
in the world’ kind of experience, such as 
diving with whale sharks and catching 
tuna a few hundred meters from the 
coastline. The possibility for movie 
locations is also something which needs 
to be put into the Hollywood directors 
email boxes, ‘Red Bull’ extreme cliff 
diving perhaps? Just ideas… but if you 
don’t ask, you don’t get! We really need 
to start thinking a bit more out of the 
box and start paying people to use their 
heads to get inventive & creative and 
stop paying people to press ‘repeat and 
shuffle’ with the same old ideas. 

Rupert’s Bay Toilets…It Kind of 
Says It All!

We all know the expression… “Don’t 
put the cart before the horse” … 
it means don’t do things in the wrong 
order. The Cruise ship fiasco two weeks 
ago was an embarrassing shambles to 
say the least. Uninformed tourists 
waving credit cards about, smelly 
toilets, erratic taxi fares and our 
senior medical staff making a public 
scene about “their” hospital at the 
seaside in front of a bewildered 
audience. That certainly gave the 
tourists something to talk about, but 
for all the wrong reasons. I wonder 
if our senior medical team have been 
made accountable for that public 
demonstration? 

Perhaps tourism should be 
discouraged until we have our s**t 
straight, because all we are doing at 
present is sending people away with a 
bad first impression and probably the 
wrong advertising message. Take the 
tourism budget and spend it on cleaning 
the bloody place up and installing a 
better infrastructure to accommodate 

Tourism Going Forward?
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visitors. IT’S NOT COMPLICATED. What 
we are doing on a consistent basis is 
damage to tourism on a year-by-
year basis because the island is a 
mess and we are disorganised. We give 
the impression that we are a poverty 
struck shanty town, it’s embarrassing! 
Saints is really proud people and SHG is 
doing us no favours in this department.  

Government To The Right, Private 
To The Left!

Once again, we are not 
criticising Tourism directly, 
but rather trying to raise 
awareness that the island 
needs to be made ready to 
receive tourism. We don’t 
understand why so much 
time, effort & money too, 
is spent on advertising the 
island, only to disappoint 
so many with our shoddy 
infrastructure. It is all 
about priorities, get the 
ingredients right before 
you bake the bloody cake! Tourism will 
fail to grow under its own steam if we 

keep having to make excuses 
for our own short comings! If 
we want to be iconic, we need 
to stop being a one hit wonder. 
If the Napoleonic Society can spend 
about 150K on Jacob’s ladder from Lord 
Ashcroft’s generosity , can it not chip in 
to making Jamestown clean and shiny 
for tourists to talk about in a positive 

way. Let’s hope that this year’s 
budget makes allowances for 
a damn good clean up and 
maintenance programme.

Matt Joshua from SHG Tourism 
has asked me to arrange a 
meeting with him on more than 
one occasion. In response to 
this request, I have emailed 
him asking for a time & date 
for such a meeting where he 
says he would like to explain 
Governments vision for tourism 
in the long term. I will elaborate 
on this once the meeting has 
taken place….

Until then….

The Latest Bidder For Saint Helena 
Shipping Is …………
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...for 16th March!

In the Supreme Court of 
Saint Helena over the last 
two weeks, Zara Peters, Mike 
Caswell & Gavin Peters, were 
found guilty of a number of 
offences regarding sexual 
misconduct with a child. Julian 
Thomas & Sanjay Williams 
plead guilty to similar 
charges. Mike Caswell 
was found guilty of Assault, 
Penetration and Rape of 
a child under the age of 
thirteen. Gavin Peters was 
found guilty of two offences of Sexual 
Activity with a child. Julian Thomas 
pleaded guilty to 4 offences of Rape of a 
child under 13, Sanjay Williams pleaded 
guilty to 2 offences of rape of a child under 
13, 2 offences of Sexual Activity with a 
child and one offence of Child Abduction 
& Zara Peters was convicted of neglect 
of a child. Sentencing will take place in 
April 2023. 
 
We mentioned several weeks ago that the 
water storage tanks near the Hospital 
looked like they were going to spring a 
leak through the rusty panels, this article 
must have been 6-7 weeks ago. It would 
appear that SHG has taken note of the 
problem and a bit of prevention is taking 
place as we can see in the picture below. 
On behalf of SHG…sorry about the noise to 
local residents.

 The sea got pretty angry with itself last 
week, quite a few people could be seen 
snapping up some cool shots of the ocean 
giving a fine dis…spray!
   
The Constituency meetings have come 
to a close, my education at the Jamestown 
meeting was exactly that… an education! 
I was a little surprised at the general poor 
turn out, you might have thought that 70-
80 people might have been in attendance, 
but sadly a handful of 30-35 was all that 
attended. I have written an article in this 
week’s edition describing the events.

I’m wondering when Jacob’s Ladder will 
be completed. I had a bit of a 
squizz from a distance the other 
day, being sure not to cross 
any stripey taped boundary 
lines, and to be honest, it 
doesn’t look that different! 
Let’s wait and see how things 

really look when we have the 
official re opening. Be nice 
if his Lordship Ashcroft fly 

in to cut the red tape. Bring 
ya wallet, sir…we need more 
cash!

We patiently wait for the 2023/2024 
budget to be announced by the Financial 
Secretary, which will be effective from 1st 
April being the start to the new financial 
year. That’s only a couple of weeks away. 
Us all holding our breath, I really hope 
that more focus can be directed towards 
health and Infrastructure at ground level 
this year. Please fix the basics up first and 
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then look at British Government big wild 
projects! Make the town pretty, including 
the public toilets, and tourism will look 
after itself. 

An amazing initiative took place last 
weekend to raise money for cancer 
awareness. A ‘Skipathon’ took place 
over 24 hours, all around the island. I 
have written a small article on this in this 

edition with some photos. 
Well done to all involved, 
inspirational to say the 
least. 
 
The cricket season 
eventually got underway 
at the beginning of the 
month; a new weekly page 
will commence this week.
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Believe it or not, I am not ashamed to say 
that I have a very sensitive nature. We all 
heard the yarn of the young girl who was, 
for no better choice of a word, allegedly 
‘prostituted’ by her mother amongst 
a number of young men. I am pleased 
to state that all concerned have faced the 
scales of justice and been found guilty of the 
charges placed against them. Sentencing 
will be in April. I sincerely hope that the 
Judge can apply the maximum sentence to 
each and everyone of them.

I am sickened to my core, so much so, 
that I will not be publishing any further 
details regarding this particular case. 
What this case does do is inspire me to 
express how it makes the island feel as a 
community. 

For us who consider ourselves to be 
‘normal’, it is simply unimaginable how 
some other people can even contemplate 
the rape of a child as acceptable. Surely 
there must be a degree of insanity. That’s 
not an excuse, I simply struggle to find 
the appropriate words to condemn this 
despicable behaviour.

I have spoken with several people on a 
deep and serious level about this recent 
case, everyone I spoke with expressed a 
feeling of shame. It feels like members 
of ‘The Family’ have let us down. How 
can these crimes still continue? Going 
back in time, we are all aware that Saint 

Helena lived with a dark cloud hanging 
over it. In 2014, The Lucy Faithful report 
revealed shocking details about domestic 
abuse and child abuse, to the point where 
it said, “fairly brutal conduct has become 
reasonably normal on the remote island.” 

The Daily Mail published an article by 
Louise Eccles on 16th July 2014 which 
said, “Teenage girls are ‘traded for food’: 
More shocking details emerge of a culture 
of ‘sexual abuse of children’ on British 
overseas territory of St Helena.”

The Daily mail went on to quote from The 
Lucy Faithful report:
• Charity found puberty was regarded as 

a ‘marker’ for ‘girls’ availability’
• Revealed that ‘fairly brutal sexual 

conduct’ has become ‘reasonably 
normal’

• They uncovered a ‘casual form 
of prostitution’ in the overseas territory 

• Women suffered ‘downing’, where they 
were raped on the way to school

The Mail also revealed how a shocking 
report which was never made public by 
the British Government found St Helena 
was rife with child sexual abuse, domestic 
violence and sexual exploitation.

None of us want to be reminded of 
the past, so much hard work has 
been achieved by Safe Guarding, 

The Royal Saint Helena Police and 
also the Public Health Department.

Saint Helena Government has done 
everything within its powers to rectify 
the past, for that we are proud. As a 
community, we have done what we can to 
report and bring to light these awful acts. 
Because of all of the above, we can safely 
say as a community that these occurrences 
are now scarce, which is why, when a case 

GUILTY AS CHARGED!
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such as this recent one, makes us all ‘reel 
with absolute disgust and shock.’

THERE IS NO EXCUSE. WORDS 
CANNOT SUITABLY DESCRIBE THAT 

WHICH WE FEEL 

Barrister Sasha Wass QC Headed 
Investigation

The Lucy Foundation and investigation 
which followed made 28 recommendations, 
including the removal of trial by jury for 
sexual offences on St Helena, claiming 
locals ‘appeared ‘extremely reluctant to 
convict alleged perpetrators of sexual 
abuses unless the perpetrator himself is 
hated by the community’ and that victims 
were often viewed as ‘slags.’ It also called 
for urgent improvements to residential 
facilities for children and adults with 
disabilities to ‘avoid a public scandal’.

Charity workers were shown a ‘home-made 
padded cell’ for children who became upset 
or ‘difficult’, which had only just been taken 
out of use, at the insistence of a new social 
services manager.

The buildings where children with physical 
and learning difficulties were housed 
were ‘terribly run down and extremely 
depressing’, while staff were forced to use 
their own wages to buy enough food for 
residents.

One unit was used as a ‘dumping ground 
of sorts’, where residents included a 
distressed sixteen-year-old being bottle-
fed and a woman in her sixties ‘in the final 
stages of multiple sclerosis’.

A source who used to live on the 
island said: “What I saw happening 
on the island is absolutely appalling. 
It reminds me very much of what 
happened on Pitcairn.” 

Something I have observed through my 
time as a sober alcoholic for nearly 28 years 
is that Alcohol Abuse will nearly always 
be a contributing factor in these situations. 
The perpetrators, when intoxicated, loose 
all of their moral standing, alcohol is often 
used to numb the victim to a point of non-
comprehension. I have asked at the last 
constituency meeting whether an alcohol 
awareness project might be initiated and I 
am reliably informed that there are plans 

to address this dire need.
Previous Local Support Against 

Domestic Abuse

Be aware, speak out, please report 
anything which needs addressing, 

there are now trustworthy 
systems in place to help & resolve.

In closing, I know that we can all place 
this young girl’s future in our hearts and 
prayers, let her know that this situation 
was not her fault, may she recover and 
receive every bit of help and assistance 
that she can and let her move on to live as 
much of a normal future as she will allow 
herself.  

WE CAN’T CHANGE THE PAST…BUT WE 
CAN CHANGE THE FUTURE
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UKRAINE:
The Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) are 
preparing for a counteroffensive, which will 
begin in about two months, Mykhailo Podolyak, 
advisor to the head of the presidential office has 
said. “We are not in a hurry; we will reorganize 
over the next two months. We will exhaust 
the Russians in Bakhmut and then focus 
elsewhere, Russia had concentrated most of its 
trained military personnel in Bakhmut, along 
with the most combat-ready private military 
companies”, he added. 

As such, Ukraine is pursing two main goals in its 
defense of Bakhmut: to gain time to replenish 
its forces, and to inflict heavy losses on the 
Russian army. He added that the decision 
to make the defense of a key area a priority 
task was a joint strategy developed by the 
country’s military leaders with the approval of 
the President of Ukraine. “It is important for 
them to move in this direction. Therefore, we 
have two goals: to reduce their combat-ready 
personnel as much as possible and squeeze 
them into several grueling key battles, disrupt 
their offensive, and concentrate our resources 
elsewhere for a spring counteroffensive,” 

He added that he considered the AFU tactics in 
Bakhmut to be “quite effective today, surpassing 
its key tasks.” Russia is losing five to seven 
times more military personnel than Ukraine, 
he noted. There are about 40,000 dead and 
wounded invaders in Bakhmut. Podolyak also 
stressed that the UAF needs long-range missiles 
for the offensive, and Western partners should 
increase the supply of heavy 155 mm artillery 
shells. The defense minister Oleksiy Reznikov 
recently confirmed that preparations for the 
Ukrainian counteroffensive are underway. The 
U.S. expects that Ukraine will be able to 
launch a counteroffensive in the spring. 
The head of Ukraine’s military intelligence, 

Kyrylo Budanov, said there would be decisive 
battles in Ukraine from mid to late spring.

Mykhailo Podolyak, Advisor to the Head 
of the Presidential Office

UK:
Gary Lineker hails ‘predominantly tolerant’ 
UK as he’s reinstated at BBC after row over 
migration tweets

The BBC apologises for the episode and 
announces an independent review into its social 
media guidelines, while Lineker thanks director 
general Tim Davie “for his understanding 
during this difficult period”, adding that he has 
“an almost impossible job keeping everybody 
happy”. Gary Lineker will return to ‘Match Of 
The Day’ on Saturday after he was taken off 
air over his tweets criticising the government’s 
migration policy. The BBC has also apologised 
for the episode and announced an independent 
review into its social media usage guidelines. 
Sky Sports News understands that the BBC 
also apologised privately to Lineker. In a series 
of tweets, Lineker said: “After a surreal few 
days, I’m delighted that we have navigated 
a way through this. I want to thank you all 
for the incredible support, particularly my 
colleagues at BBC Sport, for the remarkable 
show of solidarity. Football is a team game but 
their backing was overwhelming.”

He continued: “However difficult the last few 
days have been, it simply doesn’t compare 
to having to flee your home from persecution 
or war to seek refuge in a land far away. It’s 
heart-warming to have seen the empathy 
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towards their plight from so many of you. “We 
remain a country of predominantly tolerant, 
welcoming and generous people.” Lineker also 
thanked BBC director general Tim Davie “for 
his understanding during this difficult period”, 
adding that he had “an almost impossible job 
keeping everybody happy, particularly in the 
area of impartiality”. 

“I am delighted that we’ll continue to fight 
the good fight, together,” the former England 
footballer continued.

Gary Linekar. Hot Tweets Cause Chaos!

Germany:
Eight people, including an unborn baby, 
have been killed in a shooting at a 
Jehovah’s Witness meeting hall in the 
German city of Hamburg, police say. They 
say the gunman acted alone in Thursday’s 
attack, and later took his own life. His motives 
are unknown. The suspect, named only as 
Philipp F, is said to have had “ill feelings” 
towards the religious community, of which 
he had previously been a member. Video has 
emerged appearing to show him firing through 
a window of the hall. At a briefing on Friday, 
the police said four men and two women were 
shot dead. All the dead were German nationals. 
Eight people were injured, four seriously. 
A Ugandan and a Ukrainian were among 
those hurt. A woman who was seven months 
pregnant was shot - killing her unborn baby. 
The mother survived. The first emergency 
call came at 21:04 local time (20:04 GMT) 
on Thursday, to report that shots had been 
fired in the building on Deelböge street, Gross 
Borstel district, the police said. Officers were 
on site four minutes later, and they were 
almost immediately joined by special forces. 
The officers had to break windows to enter the 
building where about 50 people had gathered. 
The suspect - described as 35-year-old “sports 

shooter” who had a gun licence - had 
fled to the first floor. His “lifeless body” 
was found shortly afterwards. He had 
managed to shoot nine magazines of 
ammunition, and 20 more were found in his 
backpack. German Senator Andy Grote said 
“fast and decisive actions” by police officers 
had saved many lives. He also described the 
attack as the “worst crime” in Hamburg’s 
recent history. Police confirmed that they had 
previously received an anonymous tip-off that 
raised concerns about the perpetrator’s mental 
health. Officers had visited him after the tip-
off - but did not have enough grounds to take 
away his gun at the time. Gregor Miesbach, 
who filmed the gunman shooting through a 
first-floor window, told the Bild newspaper: “I 
didn’t realise what was happening. I was filming 
with my phone, and only realised through the 
zoom that someone was shooting at Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. “I heard loud gunshots... I saw 
a man with a firearm shooting through a 

window and filmed it,” he said.
Eight Dead In Jehovah’s Witness Attack
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LAMB ROGAN JOSH

Ingredients
1 kg Boneless Leg Lamb.
400 g. Tin Chopped Tomatoes.
1/2-pint Water.
1 Teaspoon Caster Sugar.
2 Tablespoons Fresh Coriander 
(Chopped).
Extra Coriander Leaves for garnish.
Marinade.
1 Onion (Chopped).
4 Garlic Cloves (Chopped).
2 Teaspoons Root Ginger (Grated).
2 Red Chill’s (Chopped).
2 Teaspoons Ground Coriander.
1+1/2 Teaspoon Salt.
1 Teaspoon Ground Cumin.
1 Teaspoon Ground Turmeric.
1/2 Teaspoon Ground Cinnamon.
1/2 Teaspoon White Pepper.
2 Tablespoons Red Wine Vinegar.

Hello Saint Readers.
We all love curry but there are times when we need that extra flavour to give our 
taste buds a little boost.

Here is one of my favourite curries with tender lamb and beautiful aroma’s.
Your Country Housewife.

Method
Cut the Lamb into chunks, discarding 
any gristle.
Put you Lamb into a non-metallic bowl.
Make your Marinade by blending / 
mixing all the ingredients together to a 
smooth paste.
Add the marinade to the Lamb and stir 
until evenly coated.
Cover the bowl and set aside in the 
refrigerator for 4 hours + or overnight.
When ready to cook, put the Lamb 
and marinade juices into a heavy base 
saucepan over high heat.
Add the Tin Tomatoes, Water and Caster 
sugar and bring to boil.
Reduce the heat, cover your saucepan 
and simmer gently for 1 hour.
Remove the lid of your saucepan and 
stir in the chopped Fresh Coriander.
Cook uncovered for 30 minutes until 
the sauce has thickened.

When ready, adjust the 
seasoning to taste.
Garnish with a few fresh 
Coriander leaves and Serve 
with Boiled Rice.

your Country housewife
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RMS T20 League  
11th & 12th March 
20223 Francis Plain

The local cricket season is upon us and 
we will endeavour to bring you a weekly 
update of results and fixtures with 
some key points for each match. A new 
playing surface has been completed, 
the new ‘behaviour’ of the pitch might 
well be testing our local stars.

Challengers  149/7
Levelwood Allstars  67/10

Challengers won by 82 runs

FOLLOW LIVE MATCHES ON 
‘CRICHEROES’ REAL TIME 

SCORING

Sandy Bay Pirates 178/5
Levelwood Rebels 102/10

Sandy Bay Pirates 2023 won by 76 
runs

Jamestown Heat 159/7
Cobras 122/10

Jamestown Heat won by 37 runs 

LOCAL CRICKET
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Premier League FOOT IES
Crystal Palace 0 1 Man City
Erling Haaland’s late penalty with 12 
minutes to go moved Manchester City 
within two points of Premier League 
leaders Arsenal for 24 hours at least, 
on a night when it looked like Pep 
Guardiola’s side would be frustrated. 
City were wasteful for most of the 
Selhurst Park clash and Haaland himself 
could have walked away with the match 
ball. The Norwegian striker had a great 
chance to open the scoring on the half-
hour mark but somehow missed the 
target from six yards out with the goal 
gaping.
But just as Guardiola was about to bring 
Kevin De Bruyne on, Ilkay Gundogan 
was felled by a clumsy Michael Olise 
challenge in the box, leaving Haaland 
to strike home the penalty. 

Haaland Penalty Keeps The Title 
push Alive

Leicester City 1 3 Chelsea
Chelsea completed a perfect week by 
earning a third consecutive win in an 
entertaining 3-1 victory at Leicester to 
further ease the pressure on head coach 
Graham Potter. The Blues progressed 
into the Champions League quarter-
finals on Tuesday with a turnaround 
victory over Dortmund following a 
much-needed three points against 

Leeds last weekend. Their good form 
continued when Ben Chilwell fired them 
into an early lead against his former 
club, but Patson Daka equalised with a 
wonderful effort from 25 yards which 
flew into the bottom corner.
However, Chelsea went ahead again 
in first-half injury-time as Kai Havertz 
lobbed goalkeeper Danny Ward before 
Mateo Kovacic wrapped things up with 
a volley as Leicester fell to a fourth 
consecutive defeat, with centre-back 
Wout Faes sent off. 

Chelsea’s Ben Chilwell is 
Congratulated After Scoring

Bournemouth 1 0 Liverpool
From a 7-0 win over Man Utd, Liverpool 
fell to shame once more. Mohamed 
Salah missed a penalty as Philip 
Billing’s first-half goal proved enough 
for Bournemouth to stun Liverpool 1-0 
and move out of the Premier League 
relegation zone. Bournemouth took 
the lead against the run of play with 
a 28th-minute opener. January arrival 
Dango Ouattara raced away from 
Virgil van Dijk and cut the ball back 
for Bournemouth top scorer Billing to 
poke home from close range. Liverpool 
was awarded a penalty with just over 
20 minutes remaining as referee John 
Brooks consulted the VAR screen and 
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penalised Adam Smith for handball 
when he blocked a goal-bound header 
from substitute Diogo Jota. But Salah 
blasted his penalty well wide of Neto’s 
right-hand post as Liverpool missed 
a glorious opportunity to snatch an 
equaliser.

Bournemouth’s Jack Stephens and 
Dango Ouattara Celebrate

Fulham 0 3 Arsenal

Arsenal produced a slick attacking 
performance to beat Fulham 3-0 at 
Craven Cottage and re-establish a five-
point lead over Manchester City at the 
top of the Premier League table. Mikel 
Arteta’s side were under pressure to 
win after City’s late victory at Crystal 
Palace on Saturday and they responded 
emphatically, scoring three times in 
a rampant first half. All three goals 
were created by Leandro Trossard, 
with Gabriel Magalhaes (21), Gabriel 
Martinelli (26) and Martin Odegaard 
(45+2) the beneficiaries, and there 

was a further boost as Gabriel 
Jesus made his return from 
injury as a late substitute. 
Fulham improved in the second 
half, forcing Aaron Ramsdale into action 
on a couple of occasions and rattling 
the bar through Aleksandar Mitrovic, 
but Arsenal remained a threat at the 
other end, with Jesus nearly marking 
his comeback with a goal when he 
was denied by Bernd Leno. The victory 
ensures Arsenal maintain a healthy 
lead over City at the top of the Premier 
League, their title chase gathering 
momentum with a fifth consecutive win 
which never really looked in doubt.
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