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THE SIREN

Teeth Be Grinding!

I know I’m a bit of an old fart, I’m 
sensitive, emotional and suffer with a bit 
of obsessive-compulsive disorder. I also 
have addiction tendencies. That being 
said, over the last 58 years I have learnt 
to manage my flaws for the most part and 
made life changes when needed. There’re 
a few things which really get be wound up, 
adultery, being lied to and also hypocrisy 
are high up on that list! To those of you 
in positions of authority, responsibility 
and accountability, those of you whom we 
target and shine our media spotlight on, 
you are all in the public eye. You all, for 
probably the first time, are beginning to be 
held accountable. When giving misleading 
statements, being economical with the 
truth and hiding behind the smokescreens 
of The Big White Building with the not so 
shiny cannons, all that is being achieved 
is creating doubt, suspicion, and a general 
feeling that you consider yourselves to be 
free from blame. It’s very easy to grind 

your teeth at me personally, go ahead, 
keep grinding. What needs to be realised 
is that the opinions and viewpoints we 
discuss, aren’t always as factual as they 
might need to be, but they are what a lot 
of your fellow Saints are thinking and even 
talk about behind closed doors, behind 
your backs. A clear division has been 
created and we need to find a solution. 
A way forward where we can forgive and 
learn to trust once more. I never wanted 
to create a weekly media publication, it 
was all we could think of without notice, in 
order to keep our business afloat. We had 
to use the tools at hand. The Government’s 
broken promises created the flavour of this 
publication, ironic if you think about it. Dr 
Frankenstein created the monster… so to 
speak!  It’s extremely hard to laugh and 
joke on a social level & then find fault on 
a professional level. Surprisingly, many 
manage to overcome this hurdle. I’ve 
learnt to develop a thicker skin, I feel that 
what we do will have a great benefit in the 
long run. I hope so, I’m not just here to 
push all the buttons!
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I was having a casual 
chat with Minister 
Mark Brookes a 
few months back, 
about the shipping 
contract with Andrew 
Weir Shipping (AWS).  I 
asked why SHG couldn’t 
accommodate the 
increase in costs with 
AWS, I shared my 
opinion that it would 
be easier than having 
to find and establish 
a new contract, given 
the fact that more 
time would be needed 
to establish new business 
connections regarding freight services. He 
brought up a good point by saying, “Saint 
Helena Government won’t be held 
over a barrel”, meaning they won’t have 
a gun put to their head when it comes to 
negotiating the future. Understandably, 
over a period of 3-4 years, the economy 
changes, prices go up and realistically, the 
costs of running a shipping service will go 
up too, AWS won’t be excluded. It is what 
it is, now we have an interim shipping 
service, which I might add, still has 
to prove its worth. We don’t have a 
secured new long-term contract, 
invitation to tender is out, but 
there’s nothing exciting to report. 
Now, for the immediate future, 
it would seem Meihuizen 
have us over their barrel.

Another barrel to consider 
is that of the air service, 
presently supplied by Airlink. 
They have done a fine job to date, but 
as stated recently by Minister Brooks, 
it is subsidised heavily, as was the 
shipping with AWS. It has also 
been stated that, ‘no other air 

carrier is interested in 
servicing the island’, 
not surprisingly… the 
risk & reward scenario for 
a commercial air carrier 

to service Saint Helena 
is simply too risky. In 
a nutshell, Minister 
Brookes is adamant 
that SHG won’t be held 
over the barrel, but 
clearly, Airlink can call 
any price they like to 

continue servicing the 
island when their contract 

is up for renewal in the very 
near future. 

What would happen if Airlink, for whatever 
reason, decided at short notice that it is 
no longer viable for them to service the 
island? After all, that’s exactly what AWS 
did! 

The consequences are too worrying to 
even start getting your head around! But 
it is a very plausible scenario. 

S H G
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Though she was quite 
popular, Dolly Parton 
became a genuine 
superstar in 1977, when 
the Barry Mann/Cynthia 
Weil song “Here You 
Come Again” became 
a huge crossover hit, 
reaching number three 
on the pop charts, 
spending five weeks at 
the top of the country 
charts, and going gold. 
Its accompanying album 
went platinum and the 
follow-up, ‘Heartbreaker’, 
went gold. Soon she 
was on the cover of 
country and mainstream 
publications alike. 
With the new financial 
windfall, a lawsuit against 
Wagoner, he had received 
a significant portion of 
her royalties, ensued. 
By the time it was settled, she regained 
her copyrights while Wagoner was given a 
nominal fee and the studio the duo shared. 
In the wake of the lawsuit, a delayed duet 
album, ‘Making Plans’, appeared in 1980; 
its title track hit number two on the country 
charts.

Parton’s commercial success continued to 
grow during 1980, as she had three number 
one hits in a row: the Donna Summer-
written “Starting Over Again,” “Old Flames 
(Can’t Hold a Candle to You),” and “9 to 5.” 
The latter was the theme song to Parton’s 
acting debut, 9 to 5. Also starring Jane 
Fonda and Lily Tomlin, the movie became 
a huge success, establishing Parton as 
a movie star. The song became her first 

number one pop single as 
well. 9 to 5 gave Parton’s 
career momentum that 
lasted throughout the 
early ‘80s. She began 
appearing in more 
films, including the Burt 
Reynolds musical The 
Best Little Whorehouse 
in Texas (1982) and 
the Sylvester Stallone 
comedy Rhinestone 
(1984). Parton’s singles 
continued to appear 
consistently in the country 
Top Ten: between 1981 
and 1985, she had 12 Top 
Ten hits and half of those 
were number one singles. 
Parton continued to make 
inroads on the pop charts 
as well with a re-recorded 
version of “I Will Always 
Love You” from The Best 
Little Whorehouse in 

Texas scraping the Top 50 and her Kenny 
Rogers duet “Islands in the Stream” (which 
was written by the Bee Gees and produced 
by Barry Gibb) spending two weeks at 
number one.

However, by 1985 many old-time fans 
felt that Parton was spending too much 
time courting the mainstream. Most of 
her albums were dominated by the adult 
contemporary pop of songs like “Islands in 
the Stream,” and it had been years since 
she had sung straightforward country. She 
also continued to explore new business 
and entertainment ventures such as her 
Dollywood theme park, which opened in 
1985. Despite these misgivings, she had 
continued to chart well until 1986, when 

Everyone Loves Dolly!
part 2
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none of her singles reached the Top Ten. 
RCA Records didn’t renew her contract 
after it expired that year, and she signed 
with Columbia in 1987.

An 80’s Dolly Bird

Before she released her Columbia debut, 
Parton joined forces with Linda Ronstadt 
and Emmylou Harris to record the rootsy 
Trio album. Trio became a huge hit, 
earning both critical and popular acclaim, 
selling over a million copies, and peaking 
at number six on the pop charts; it also 
spawned three Top Ten country singles: 
“To Know Him Is to Love Him,” “Telling 
Me Lies,” and “Those Memories of You.” 
Following the success of the album, she 
had a weekly variety television show, 
Dolly, on ABC that lasted only one season. 
Trio also provided a perfect launching pad 
for her first Columbia album, 1989’s White 
Limozeen, which produced two number one 
hits in “Why’d You Come in Here Lookin’ 
Like That” and “Yellow Roses.”

To Be Continued…

Property for sale at Hutt’s Gate   
Contact Tel  23163

300 Square metres of floor space

Included is a six metre Container 
with building Materials

ORDERS CAN BE MADE FOR
Vertical, Venetian and Roller Blinds, 
from colour samples ,and to suit your 

Measurements.
Single and Double glaze Aluminium 

Windows  and Doors.
Treated  Pine.

FOR SALE   CONTACT 23163.
230m Diamond Masonary cut disc.

Aluminium Patio Slide doors.
1800 Watt  Vacuum cleaners.

1800 mm Fold tables.
Kids-Swing glider See saw.

Bosch Fridge /Freezer 1800 high with 
Water dispenser.

Bosch Washing Machine.
Dettol Soap.

500 litre Water Tank.
Ford lazer /Trazer  Exhaust and parts.

48 Volt GO KART with 3 speeds  and Disc 
brake.

PROPERTY WITH 300 SQUARE METRES 
OF FLOOR SPACE AT HUTTS GATE.
ESTIMATES FOR HOUSE BUILDING.
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At Home with Bella Lasagna
“What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger”

Dear Readers
How are you? Recently I read a blog from someone who 
was heading back to the UK, she mentioned all the things 
she was going to miss about the island including the short 
commute to work. She said she was going to miss the 
summer weather, blue skies and friendly faces, she said 
her experiences here would never be forgot, she was really 
going to miss everyone. My prayer for you today is that you 
remember how blessed you are.

What do people usually do when they know something is wrong? There can only be two answers, 
they either do something about it or they run away.

What is it called when you know something is wrong but you do it anyway? The word we’re 
looking for here is ‘Amoral’. Amoral can be used to describe any person, or his or her actions, 
who is aware of what is right and wrong but does wrong anyway and does not even seem to 
care about it.

Jumping Jack flash is one of my favourite movies, especially at the start of the movie when 
Whoopi Goldberg is getting out of bed and getting dressed to the thumping sounds of the Rolling 
Stone’s Jumping Jack flash. 

There is a another story about the much loved actress Whoopi Goldberg during one of her shows 
on ABC making comments about the Holocaust. Goldberg made the initial comments on ABC’s The 
View program on Monday morning in February 2022, saying the Holocaust was not about race, 
comments that caused a backlash. She apologized in a tweet hours later. But the apology was 
not enough and hours later Kim Goldwin, President of ABC network said “Effective immediately, 
I am suspending Whoopi Goldberg for two weeks for her wrong and hurtful comments. While 
Whoopi has apologized, I’ve asked her to take time to reflect and learn about the impact of her 
comments. The entire ABC news organisation stands in soladarity with our Jewish colleagues, 
friends, family and communities”

Despite Whoopi’s genuine regret for making that mistake, the network had to put their own 
personal feelings about Whoopi to one side and do the right thing,  they could not tread on 
eggshells around Whoopi no matter how important or famous she was, she was wrong and there 
was no way to excuse it. Whoopi Goldberg in admitting she was wrong experienced the sobering 
and humbling realisation of no matter who you are, you cannot say and do what you like and 
think you can get away with it. In the end somehow, someway it catches up with you. 
 
Let’s backtrack for a moment to the ABC network and their President, Kim Goldwin because 
therein lies the solution for so many things on St Helena: 1. the minute Whoopi made the 
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mistake ABC reacted immediately 2. The 
President issued a statement (damage 
control) 3. The wrong doing was publically 
declared (not ignored or swept under 
the carpet) 4. There were immediate 
consequences (Whoopi was suspended) 5. 
The president took responsibility for the 
actions of Whoopi (Governor has overall 
responsibility for the state)

This means that if the Governor becomes 
aware that there are things happening 
within the Cabinet or administration of 
which he has final authority because he 
is representative of HM government and 
does nothing about it, what do people do? 
On the other hand if the governor does 
not know he cannot be accountable. In my 
humblest of opinion the Governor or his office is the only unbiased platform left at the Castle to 
expose wrong doing. Is that why he said “My door is open” Was he expecting an influx?

Let’s hop back to ‘amoral’ behaviour which exists everywhere not just in government but usually 
it stems from a belief that the end will justify the means and when there are personal motives at 
work the resulting  unacceptable behaviour nearly always comes from a deeper, complex place. 

All of us have a responsibility to root out wrong but it’s not a comfortable road, most people just 
back up and say I’m outta here, the sad thing is that a lot of people end of getting hurt because 
someone, somewhere chose to stay quiet. 

Until next time 

Bella
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...for 2nd March!

It is recognised that as the cost 
of living rises very few financial 
adjustments are being made. The free 
pay bracket still remains at £7,000 and 
it seems the rich are getting richer and 
the not so well off are suffering. When 
will our ministerial brothers and sisters 
recognise what’s written on the faces of 
the people?

Constituency meetings are still 
underway at various locations around 
the island, some of these meetings 
have raised questions about the 
behaviour of Government officials at 
these meetings. We will try to attend 
the meeting at Jamestown Community 
Centre on Monday 6th March. We have a 
few questions we would like to address 
to our ‘honourable elected members.’ 

There’s some of us who never worry 
‘bout nuttin…now, even them that 

don’t worry be 
worryin’!! A letter 
recently raised the 
question of ‘free 
pay’ remaining 
at £7000.00. 
The benefits 
won’t stretch any 
further, even the 
lower paid are now 
paying tax.

It has been noticed by just about 
everyone on island, that The Saint 
Helena General Hospital is not 
tickin’ quite the way it should. SHG 
denies that anything is wrong, we try to 
look at the root of problems, the cause…I 
always believe that one should look at 
the top and work one’s way down. The 
Director Of Health is Dr. Derek Burke 
and it appears that he has a bumpy 
past with Gibraltar Health Authority.  

Dr Burke started his career on St. 
Helena as the ‘interim’ chief medical 
officer in April 2022.

Published by GBC News on 14th 
October 2021, “The GHA’s (Gib. 
Health Auth.) former Head of 
Clinical Governance, Dr Derek 
Burke, has withdrawn his claim 
against the Health Authority; the 
Medical Director, Dr Krishna Rawal, 
and Health Minister, Samantha 
Sacramento. The claim at the 
Employment Tribunal was dismissed 
following the withdrawal. Dr Burke 
had been critical of the GHA in 
emails to his former colleagues 
there, where he denounced the 
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Health Authority for what he said 
was an inadequate response to 
concerns raised.

The GHA had begun proceedings 
against Dr Burke, which has resulted 
in the Supreme Court granting 
an injunctive order against him - 
preventing him from disclosing any 
further information from his tenure 
in the GHA at the risk of being 
imprisoned or fined.” It has been 
unofficially reported by some involved 
at the hospital, that employment issues 
have stemmed from the top floor! 

The Boneshark Festival 2023 took 
place at The Mule yard last Saturday 
and for those who went, a good time 
was had. Sushi, Live Music and other 
gift stalls all enjoyed sharing their 
wares with the public. Benny the Bone 
Shark did the rounds and some children 
relished having their pictures taken. 
Some reported that things weren’t as 
busy as previous years, maybe this 
is reflecting a depressed population 
without spare cash after increasing 
inflation rates rise to over 5%.

Benny, Out & About

Mayhem & madness continues island 
wide with a depressed community in 
financial calamity and a Ministerial 
Government dragging a ball & chain 
called public administration. It’s time to 
move on.

The Ladder is still undergoing its facelift. 
Connect are still collecting data with 
reference to ongoing solar installations!

On a lighter side of life, our past 
Governor, Lisa Honan has proudly 
become a ‘tour operator’ in 
London! Not sure if that’s a promotion 
or demotion, but good luck to ya lassy, 
if I’m ever in Smokey Town, I’ll surely 
come for guidance!!

Chin up, how you doin’…Us fine!
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Steven Spielberg reveals initial details 
about his upcoming adaptation of 
Stanley Kubrick’s passion project.

Steven 
Spielberg

The Late 
Stanley Kubrick

Stanley Kubrick was an American film 
director, producer and screenwriter. Widely 
considered one of the greatest filmmakers 
of all time, his films—almost all of which are 
adaptations of novels or short stories cover a 
wide range of genres and feature innovative 
cinematography, dark humour, realistic attention 
to detail and extensive set designs. Kubrick is 
famous for movies such as ‘The Shinning’, ‘Full 
Metal Jacket’ and many more. 

Steven Spielberg was approached by 
Kubrick in 1995 to direct his movie ‘Artificial 
Intelligence’ and in 2013, it was reported 
that Spielberg was hoping to bring another of 
Kubrick’s unrealised titles to life, in the form of 
his passion project, ‘Napoleon’. At the time, 
Spielberg was thinking of creating a miniseries  
instead of a movie, and now, ten years later, the 

Mother and daughter Jean & Sophie Gresswell 
have been on island for several weeks. They 
have toured around and inspired the young, 
the youth and the elderly with their skills and 
passion for art & photography. On Sunday 19th 
Feb, they took their love and shared it with our 
precious pensioners at the CCC. (See Photos) 
Sponsored by caring folk from the UK and on 
island, they have introduced us to more than 
art and photography. These two ladies have 
brought such love, compassion and kindness 
with them. In my mind, if you can take one 
thing from these two beautiful souls, you have 
received a special gift…. Thank you ladies for 
doing what you do best….giving an abundance 
of kindness…….rock on.

Two Angels ‘NAPOLEON’ TV 
SERIES.
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1625 - Visit by the Icelander Jon Olafsson. 
A gunner on board the Danish Ship 
“Pearl”, calling on his return from India. 
He describes as follows: It is like a bluff 
standing very high up out of the ocean and 
difficult to climb up.  In former times some 
Portuguese lived there for a while and 
kept swine and goat and other domestic 
animals.

They sowed crops of tobacco and had 
planted splendid fruit trees in many places 
down by the shore and right up on the fair 
smooth pleasant plateau every tree bore 
the most delicious and sweetest fruit.

It is very difficult to reach from below, for 
when a man thinks he sees the highest 
point there proves to be another, and yet a 
third peak, and it is believed that no other 
land exist like it, or with such a formation. 
A landing can only be made at one place, 

which is called church harbour, where 
the Portuguese had their Church. At the 
time we were there – Anno 1625 It was 
still standing in good repair. But when the 
Spaniards (Portuguese) and Dutch were 
at war, their people were at enmity with 
each other wherever they meet, and hence 
these Islanders did not venture to remain 
there on account of the raids and attacks 
of the Flemings which they continually had 
to encounter, especially towards the last, 
so that they were obliged to flee both land 
and possessions in great fear and terror.

For this reason, there are great herds of 
swine on the uplands and in the valleys 
of the Island, left behind by the fugitives 
and these have become wild and cannot be 
caught save by the chase, many persons 
joining in it. They have weapons to attack 
them, which they called cross-lances and it 
is seaman’s custom that any who use them 
(of those who land) should leave their 
weapons behind on the path where it first 
rise towards the mountain, and anyone 
may use them who has need of them. Our 
men caught nine large swine, but with 
great trouble.

May 7th 1717 – The Parson recommends 
the employment of Thomas Hopkins 
physician from the Borneo. The Governor 
replies he may stay if he likes. We don’t 
think it proper to entertain anybody to try 
practices on people.

Divers - blacks do frequently run away 
about the out parts of the Island for several 
months and do steal and destroy provisions 
of all sorts.

Any who are willing to undertake the charge 
of catching Renegade Blacks to make their 
proposals to the Governor.

May 28th – Path between Rupert’s valley 
and this Valley very dangerous and fearful 
of Blacks breaking their necks when loaded 
with wood, that being the way that all 
firewood is brought for the Castle use – 
(i.e. from Dead wood through Rupert’s.]    

June 18th – Small pox has broken out 
amongst the last slaves from Madagascar 
and they are sent to Lemon Valley for 
Quarantine.

THE ST HELENA 
RECORDS

(Contributed Stedson Stroud)

production is moving forward. 
Famously, Kubrick wrote the script 
for Napoleon in 1961 and researched it for 
months, amassing thousands of location photos, 
slides and notes about his idea. However, MGM 
and United Artists, who were to have co-produced 
the film, refused it due to the high expenses and 
an overall fear that expansive war films rarely 
made their budgets back – let alone a profit. 
Despite this, Kubrick continued to develop his 
idea, but it never got made in his lifetime.

When I discovered this up-and-coming 
multimillion production, I wondered whether 
anyone in SHG had wind of this. This is potentially 
a great financial windfall to the island if SHG 
can ‘sell’ the concept and accommodate a full-
on film crew to come to Saint Helena to film. 
Budgets in 2023 for film production can be mind 
blowing, especially if the one and only STEVEN 
SPIELBERG is involved…

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS SHG
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Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Letters.
Dear Sir,
I am wondering if you are able to shed some 
light of some concerns of mine. Recently, ‘Our 
Income related benefits’ were increased from 
£73.00 to £ 75.50 for a single, unemployed, 
individual. You recently printed an article 
which stated that the island inflation rate had 
increased by 5.2%. However, the increase in 
IRB only equates to an increase of 3.4%. Why 
hasn’t our IRB been increased equitable to the 
inflation rate…
Yours sincerely…

Thank you for your contribution. Firstly, I have 
regarded the SHG inflation rate as a little 
misleading. It is calculated by taking a number 
of items and services, many of which may 
not apply to some individuals. For example, 
if you are a vulnerable elderly person living 
alone at home, without a car, nearly all of your 
budget is spent on keeping yourself alive with 
food and water! The cost of food and day to 
day necessities has risen way more than a 
few percent. I suggest you contact your local 
Councillor and bring this to the attention of 
council…Robert Midwinter is pretty decent at 
chasing up these issues, Andrew Turner is also 
quite feisty on such matters….

Hi Christian,
Hope you will put my letter in your good 
newspaper this week. Sadly, you are now the 
only independent newspaper on the island 
who is willing to take on the Government.  It 
is a shame when what is supposed to be an 
independent newspaper has to sink so low that 
they have no choice but to suck it to the woman! 
Anyway, I wouldn’t normally have time to write 
but I’m just so tired of this fishing business. I 
don’t intend to point out what I think is right 
and wrong between Saint’s Tuna and a few of 
the fishermen, because I think that should be 
sorted privately between themselves. What I 
want to point out is what THE GOVERNMENT 
IS ALLOWING, fishermen to sell tunas out the 
back of their vans.
Some years ago, I kept pigs on a big scale but 
had to pack it in, when the environmental health 
officers came up with all those regulations, 
me and everyone else had to pay those high 
slaughterhouse fees to get our meat properly 

process. Actually, it was the same Mrs. Young 
who is in charge of the department, back then 
Mrs. Young was very verbal and went on the 
radio so many times with Councillor Derek 
Thomas stressing why food and safety was her 
only concern and she had to do what she had 
to do. But now it look like she change her way 
of thinking, wonder why????
But, I am so happy that she and the leader of 
the Government is thinking this way because 
now I can go back to keeping my pigs and so 
can the other people who had to chuck it in, 
come to think of it, people couldn’t even use 
their kitchens for food preparation, they had to 
git the stainless steel stuff put in their kitchens 
if they wanted to sell food to the public, that’s 
why so many of us had to shut down. But now 
we don’t have to worry about the regulations. 
But I guess no one will compromise on the 
regulations for an old farmer like me and I 
don’t have family sitting down the castle to 
fight for me.
Lastly I want to say how disappointed I am on 
how our new government turn out. I voted for 
all these councillors thinking they would make 
a difference but sadly some of them are using 
their positions to fight the same battles and 
grudges they had before they went on council 
and they have forgotten that WE the people 
put them there.
Anyway Christian, don’t wanna go on but 
I would be grateful; if you could  put the 
question to the government : Will they now 
let the farmers do the same thing that they 
allowing the fishermen to do?
Cheers mate,
Farmer Brown.

Dear Farmer Brown,
The way I understand it is this. At present, 
the fishermen can sell whole fish from their 
vehicles. I think that an application to sell 
whole slaughtered pigs from the back of your 
van would be in order and to be fair, shouldn’t 
be disallowed. If you carry a sharp knife and 
a hacksaw with you, once you have sold the 
whole pig, you could butcher it for the person 
as a gesture of good will. The source which is 
good for the goose (in this case a tuna) should 
also be good sauce for the gander (in this case 
your squealer!) Valid points Farmer Brown. Old 
school will always be the best school on lil ‘ol 
Saint Helena.

Dear Editor,
In my article published in THE SAINT last 
week where I erroneously mentioned Edward 
Baldwin, I wish to make a RETRACTION as 
it was written by an anonymous person, and 
offer my sincere apology to him.
In my opinion articles written in any Newspaper 
by anonymous people who don’t have the 
guts to sign their correct name, should NOT 
published.
Yours Sincerely,
Tony Duncan
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Fuel Information Project.
 Is It A Secret?

Last week, I discovered a relatively new 
Saint Helena Government project called, 
“The Fuel Information Project.” Most of 
us are quite aware that the unused and 
wasted ‘new’ Bulk Fuel Installation which 
was part of the Saint Helena Airport project 
has cost the Conservative Government in 
the UK almost 80 million pounds of British 
Tax payers money. Most of us are also 
aware that the old, presently utilised Bulk 
Fuel Installation will one day, reach it’s ‘sell 
by date’. Nothing lasts forever!

Congratulations To Richard For His 
Appointment as Manager SHG Fuel 

Information Project.

Eight months ago, Richard 
Gardner (Member of the 
British Institute of Facilities 
Management.)  was appointed 
‘Project Manager of Saint 
Helena Fuel Infrastructure’.  I 
tried to source information on the 
BIFM and received ‘error’ message! 
I did discover IWFM Institute of 
Workplace & Facilities Management. 
Both institutes award an equivalent 
to a diploma. Prior to this, Richard 
was employed as the Building 
Service Manager for Solomon & Co 

Plc. Prior to that, when he arrived on island 
from Ireland in 2018, he was an Office 
Manager at Saint Helena Airport.

Now… I don’t recall seeing any ‘Project 
Manager’ position advertised by SHG 8 
months ago, nor any other employment 
positions relating to this project.

I wonder what its purpose really is? Is it 
something which the British Government 
have initiated, or is SHG looking for a cost 
effective Fuel supply in the future?

Change Bidens docs to .. “Fuel Info. 
Project.”
I have asked a couple of influential people 
on island about this project & to date, I 
haven’t met anyone who will own up to 
knowing anything about it. I have written 
to the communications officer at The Castle 
today (Tuesday) and if I get a response, I 
will reveal all next week.

The question of SHG transparency is once 
again in question, this MI5 attitude really 
must stop. We all find out eventually, is 
it not better to be accountable, hand held 
high and explain what’s going on before 
we all make assumptions? 
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One Year On
On The 1st March 2022 Newly Elected Ministers 

Released Their Vision For St Helena.
“A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT that 
creates OPPORTUNITY and inspires 
SOCIAL and ECONOMIC PROGRESS 
ensuring a better quality of life for all.”

SUSTAINABLE – Provide a foundation for our 
community and businesses to first consolidate, 
then develop, and finally aspire to a prosperous 
future through a sustainable approach using 
our unique but limited resources
OPPORTUNITY – Set a path for our island 
that focuses on niche opportunities, which 
will generate new streams of revenue that 
will have minimal impact on natural resources 
and which will overcome constraints of our 
geographic location, size and population.
PROGRESS – Take decisions that move us 
forward as an island to ultimately get us closer 
to achieving our desired outcomes.

Chief Minister Julie Thomas explains: 
“At the heart of our vision, there are three main 
dimensions: Our Environment, Our Economy 
and Our Social obligations.  To enable us 
to achieve our vision our priority policies 
will focus on specific areas, 
which are instrumental if we 
are to address the 
current challenges 
impinging on our 
ability to create a 
more optimistic 
and viable future 
for our island. 
During our tenure 
we will strive to keep 
our strategy flexible 
to respond to changing 
needs and priorities.”

I firmly believe that when Our Chief 
Minister took the official oath, as with all of 
her fellow ministers, intent with integrity 
was right at the top of their list. Sadly, 
what was intended hasn’t happened, yet 
integrity, we believe…remains.

A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT that 
creates OPPORTUNITY and inspires 
SOCIAL and ECONOMIC PROGRESS 
ensuring a better quality of life for all.

A foundation for sustainability is highlighted 
by a history of dismal unsustainable projects, 
mostly initiated by the British Government, 
we need not waste ink by listing them all 
again, many were born from the era before. 
Opportunities are somewhat less than they 
used to be, not through any direct blame, but 
with the excessive increase in running costs, 
such as fuel prices and inflation at over 5%, 
very little new business ideas have come to 
pass and the youth are leaving in their droves. 

Progress…well, the least said the better! 
Progress cannot be achieved 

by our ministerial 
government if the 

civil servants on 
the top floor 
at the castle 
keep thinking 

that they are 
in charge and 
the Ministerial 
G o v e r n m e n t 
keeps allowing 
them to think 

that way. 



15The Saint Issue 39 2 of March 2023

I have mentioned before, I will mention again…
who is in charge? The Chief Secretary’s role is 
to ‘oil’ the cogs of administration, the Financial 
Secretary’s job is to enable the financial needs 
of the Ministerial manifesto. The Ministerial 
manifesto is basically a map of what has been 
chosen and decided upon for the island going 
forward. This is our Ministers’ vision, which 
should reflect the people’s vision & that is… 
what they think is best for all on island, from 
‘health to wealth!’

WHAT IS THE VISION NOW?

I have spoken with numerous Ministers, and all 
agree that progress is slow because of existing 
administrative structure and procedure… “it’s 
not working”, they say! If it doesn’t work, it 
should be changed, we say!  One boss, one 
leader, supported by fellow ministers and the 
public in general. Respect will be given when 
control is taken and then utilised for the best 
interests of the people of Saint Helena, and 
not necessarily what The British Government 
‘thinks’ is best for their own long term financial 
agenda.  

It would appear that we have gone so far down 
the rabbit hole, it’s got too dark to even see 
which direction we are going and as a result 
of ‘in house bickering’ within Government, 
assurances made by the 
Chief Secretary, which in all 
honesty she had no right to 
be making in the first place, 
they all be ‘running around 
like a ‘bunch of headless 
chickens’.

It has to stop! We can’t wait any 
longer. Please, Chief Minister Julie 
Thomas, take control. The people 
of Saint Helena elected you 
Ma’am to do a job! If the Chief 
Secretary’s administrative process 
is impeding your performance and 
the performance of your honourable 
elected colleagues, as has been 
stated by some of your fellow 

ministers, you should all act together as one 
and put in a ‘vote of no confidence’, to remove 
the stumbling blocks which you and your 
Ministers claim are tripping you up. 

The people of Saint Helena are all asking 
the same question… “Julie Thomas and her 
Ministers are in charge, why aren’t they doing 
something about it?”

The nepotistic alliances of the last few 
decades are in control, the SHG family tree, 
metaphorically speaking, needs a severe 
pruning, you have the pruning shears, use 
them! 
Let’s remind you and ourselves of your vision 
back in march 2022... 

“A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT that 
creates OPPORTUNITY and inspires 
SOCIAL and ECONOMIC PROGRESS 
ensuring a better quality of life for all.”

WHAT DO WE HAVE TODAY?

What we have one year later is higher inflation 
& less for those who desperately need more. 
Inwardly we have anger, frustration, envy 
and mostly resentment towards The Chief 

Secretary. It’s common knowledge 
and the buck needs a place to 
stop!  People see our Chief 
Secretary as someone who 

is quite happy to accept a 
salary which is not in line 
with other local political 

salaries. Someone who 
gives assurances without the 

authority to do so. Someone 
who to date has remained 

totally unaccountable for the 
administrative errors made. 
Perhaps in her mind she hasn’t 
made mistakes.  All the people 
of the island who speak with us 

in the shadows, behind closed 
doors, secretly round corners, 
cautiously passing us hand written 

letters with a plea not to disclose 
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its source…can you feel the fear? The volcano 
is getting ready to erupt. Some privileged, 
non-elected civil servants  are living with their 
heads buried in the sand, whilst those in charge 
don’t seem to know it and are running around 
like headless chickens achieving very little, 
because the administrative system has created 
a never ending rabbit hole of confusion. The 
British Government seems to be pulling the 
strings and hiding from the facts that absurd 
amounts of money have been misspent on 
totally un-self-sustainable projects, some of 
which have been left to rust, soon to become 
environmental issues. 

The old adage... “Get out whilst you’re 
still on top” is something which might be 
worth taking note of next time you tell 

someone to polish your cannons!

In 2018, Lisa Honan (Phillips) appointed Susan 
O’Bey to the position of Chief Secretary, this 
was a heroic step forward for island politics, 
Governor Honan described Susan as,  “the 
first substantive St. Helenian 
chief secretary.”  It seemed 
a good idea at the time 
but we now have to ask 
the question, was it the 
right choice? For any senior 
government position to earn 
the respect of the community 
they represent, THEY MUST 
BE TRANSPARENT & 
ACCOUNTABLE! 

In hindsight, 
many Saints have 
said quite openly 
that, the position 
of Chief Secretary 
should once again be held 
by a British Government 
official…to oversee and oil the cogs of 
administration when accommodating the 
execution of Ministerial decision making. 
Assurances should only come from Julie 
Thomas, the Chief Minister after she has had 
consultation with her fellow elected colleagues, 

then processed through the appropriate 
administrative channels. 

It’s easy to be annoyed with the media for 
airing the community’s complaints & concerns. 
Every day, we are informed on a more regular 
basis of the publics frustrations towards the 
Chief Secretary in particular. Some comments 
cannot be shared.  This is not a personal, 
defamatory attack on the Chief Secretary. 
Outside of office Susan is a charming lady with 
a feast of knowledge. But…assurances have 
been made and not been executed. I have 
them in black & white and will willingly go to 
court to support our claim. Our claim is not 
alone, we have discussed these issues with 
The Governor in a private meeting more than 
two weeks ago, which I may add, was followed 
up with an email that was requested by the 
Governor, which included proof of unfulfilled 
assurances and to date, we have heard 
absolutely nothing as to what is being 
done about it. 

Politically, the island is 
a mess, it needs to be 
fixed before anything 
positive comes out of 
it. The truth brings 

change…always. It is 
time for accountability, a 

small degree of respect 
will be born from an 
acknow ledgement 

of blame. A fresh start, 
a new beginning. An island 
l e d by a ministerial 

system which we 
trust, as apposed 

to an administrative 
system we do not trust.

Ministers, the people of saint Helena will 
support you, but they need to see you take 
control.
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Not Only does she sell the finest chicken wraps down by the Archway in Jamestown, she’s an 
inspiration and quite outspoken about things too. She’s one of my regular laughs on a Friday 
afternoon when I treat myself to some delish treat… my once a week ‘off the diet’ day! Julie 
Fowler is not shy about wanting to get a tad fitter and now she’s doing just that. Over the last 
few weeks, she has started a ‘DANCE GROUP’…If you want to lose a few pounds in a fantabulistic, 
groovy kinda way, you can dance it off . In no time at all, this little craze has exploded, over 40 
people now attend the weekly groove and we hear nothing but laughter & positivity…. 

Julie… hats off & three cheers, you are simply splendid!!!!

Kingshurst Community Association
Thank You Julie Fowler for choosing Kingshurst to host Just Dance! What a great imitative   Thanks 
to Julian and Jayann for giving up their time to DJ #communityspirit #morethanjustgreatdancing 
#keepfitstayhealthy

Julie Fowler, it was a fantastic night. Thank you all so much  see you next week xx
For more info, contact Julie…you know where to find her….!

She Took The Bull By The Horns!
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UKRAINE/RUSSIA: 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
Moscow has to take into account NATO’s 
nuclear capabilities as he again falsely 
claimed that the West wants to eliminate 
Russia. “Where the leading NATO countries 
have proclaimed their main goal to be the 
strategic defeat of Russia, in order for our 
people ‘to suffer’ as they put it, how, in 
these conditions, could we not take into 
account their nuclear potential?” 

Mind Of A Madman

Putin said the West is complicit in “crimes” 
being committed by Ukraine by supplying 
the country with weapons and that the end 
goal is to destroy and divide Russia.

Echoing that sentiment on Monday, 
Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
said the West wanted to “isolate, and 
even dismember” Russia and added that 
the future world order is being decided. 
Meanwhile, Ukraine received support and 

financial aid from an unlikely source this 
weekend: Saudi Arabia. The kingdom, a 
close ally of Russia given their ties as major 
oil producers, sent its foreign minister 
to Kyiv on Sunday to sign an agreement 
and memorandum of understanding worth 
$400 million of aid to Ukraine. The fact 
that Putin is talking about nuclear potential 
is frightening. It takes a madman such as 
Adolf Hitler to even consider such things. 
Perhaps he should not be underestimated. 

GREAT BRITAIN: 
A nurse accused of murdering seven babies 
tried to murder another infant within two 
hours of her birth, a court has heard. Lucy 
Letby denies the murder charges along with 
the attempted murder of 10 babies between 
June 2015 and June 2016. The 33-year-
old defendant deliberately dislodged the 
girl’s breathing tube just moments before 
a consultant walked into the nursery room, 
her trial at Manchester Crown Court was 
told. The court case continues.

Accused Baby Killer Lucy Letby
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A mother and father who went missing 
with their new born baby have been found 
and arrested, police say, although the baby 
is still missing. Sussex Police said that 
Constance Marten and Mark Gordon were 
spotted in Brighton by a member of the 
public just before 9.30pm on Monday. They 
were arrested and are in police custody.

Their baby is still missing, however, and an 
urgent search operation is underway in the 
area, police said. Marten, 35, and Gordon, 
48, were reported missing after their car 
broke down near junction four of the M61, 
near Bolton, on Thursday 5 January.

Over the following days, there were 
sightings of them in a number of places, 
including Liverpool, Essex, south London 
and East Sussex. Authorities previously 
believed the couple had been sleeping 
rough in a blue tent, and had avoided being 
traced by the police by moving around 
frequently and keeping their faces covered 
in CCTV images.

In the days after they went missing, 
Detective Superintendent Lewis Basford 
said the baby was “at the heart of the 
investigation” and that concerns were rising 
“day by day” for the child’s wellbeing. Ms 
Marten, who is from a wealthy family, has 
lived an isolated life with Mr Gordon since 
they met in 2016.

Constance Marten & Mark Gordon 
Baby Still Missing

TURKEY/SYRIA: 
Just when rescue operations took on some 
stability and progress was beginning in 
the earthquake disaster zones, A 6.4 
magnitude tremor struck near the city of 
Antakya near the border with Syria, where 
massive quakes devastated both countries 
on 6 February. The earlier quakes killed 
44,000 people in Turkey and Syria with 
tens of thousands more left homeless. 
Buildings weakened by those tremors 
collapsed in both countries on Monday. 
Turkey’s disaster and emergency agency 
says the 6.4 earthquake occurred at 20:04 
local time (17:04 GMT) at a depth of 10km 
(6.2 miles). This was followed by a 5.8 
aftershock three minutes later and dozens 
of subsequent aftershocks that were not 
as severe.  
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CANDY STICKS

This is an old-fashioned “Teasing “candy. I 
found making long twisted sticks tremendously 
popular with my grandchildren and their 
friends.

Ingredients
1 Pint (2 Cups.) Treacle.
½ Pint (1 Cup.) Water.
4 oz (1/2 Cup) Caster Sugar.
Icing Sugar for dusting.

Method
Have prepared a well buttered greased baking 
tray.
In a saucepan put the Treacle, Sugar and Water 
over low heat.
Allow to dissolve slowly and stirring gently to 
mix.
Once dissolved, turn up the heat and bring to 
boil briskly. Do Not Stir.
When thicken, Test by dropping a little of the 
mixture into a cup holding a small amount of 
cold water. If it forms a soft ball your candy is 
now ready.
Pour into the buttered baking tray.
When cool enough to handle, cover your hands 
in a little cooking oil.
Form the candy into a lump and “Tease” by 
pulling in, out and turning until it becomes 
pale cream in colour. 
Twist into long sticks, dust with icing sugar 
and set aside to cool and dry well.  (You must 
work quickly doing this before the candy cools 
completely).
 If you are feeling more adventurous, you can 
turn this candy into animal shapes, fish, ducks 
or simple little balls.
Store in an airtight container until ready to 
enjoy.

Hello Saint Readers.
This week I am sharing with you two of my 
Old-Fashioned Hard Candy Recipes. I am sure 
that they will bring back happy memories to 
some of you.
I still love making hard candy and enjoy seeing 
the looks of surprise when sharing these 
unexpected tasty little sweets.
Your Country Housewife.

LEMON DROPS

Ingredients
1+1/2 lbs. = (3 Cups) Sugar.
1/2 Pint (1 Cup) Water.
1/2 Teaspoon Cream of Tartar.
2 Teaspoons Bottled 100% Lemon Juice.
1 Dessertspoon Tartaric Acid. (Optional).
Icing Sugar for dusting.

Method
Prepare an oiled non-stick smooth slab or 
working surface.
Bring to boil the sugar, water and cream of 
tartar until sugar dissolves.
Add the Lemon Juice and continue boiling 
until the mixture thickens and acquires a pale-
yellow tinge. Do Not Stir.
Turn the mixture out onto an oiled slab or non-
stick oiled work surface.
Sprinkle on the Tartaric Acid and work it in well 
with a non-stick spatula.
As soon as the mixture is cool enough to 
handle, form into thin rolls.
Cut into small pieces with a scissors and roll 
into shape under the palm of your hand.
Coat the Lemon Drops with a dusting of Icing 
Sugar and set aside to cool and dry well.
Store in an airtight container or place in 
portions into cellophane gift bags, ready to 
share.

your Country housewife
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1 March 2023

Commenting on some statements made in past couple of weeks to correct but also to provide 
some perspective:

• Estimated Atlantic YFT landings from 1 Jan until 31 Dec 2022 is 759,000t with an estimated 
value of USD 26 billion - there is a lot of money in fishing.

• SHG has delayed the introduction of our foreign flagged offshore vessels from March 2022 
until 13 Sept 2022. Consequently, we are now reflagging our vessel and introduce it into 
the SH Ships Registry. Our primary goal is to gather the research data required by ENRP 
while ensuring its commercial viability. Rising diesel and freight costs further compounds its 
viability. 

• The continued delay and frustration to execute by SHG has cost the islands economy more 
than GBP3mil in turnover. 

• Unfortunately unity is lacking within the industry. Partners or not, we have to find a way to 
work together. When there is unity there will be mutual benefit. 

• Refurbishment to facility ended 25 Aug 2022. 
• STC officially started doing business on 26 Aug 2022. 
• Support from local fishermen has been below 1/5th of monthly volume since 26 Aug.
• STC invited all local fishermen at the beginning of Dec to land all excess tuna at the facility 

so that we could build a frozen container for export. NO one supplied us with fish and by 
so doing they chose to leave the balance of the 2022 quota in the water. Instead of making 
GBP1/kg they rather settled for ZERO. This confirms their refusal to support STC and by so 
doing restricting the quantity of fish available on the local market. 

• The only reason the island has no fish throughout the week is because the local fishermen 
refuse to supply it to the only regulated unit that can produce the required quantity. 

• Greenfish was established by Ryan Nienaber in 2010 (with its registered trademark) and 
exported the 1st fresh YFT from Saint Helena in Jan 2018 http://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/st-
helenas-first-fresh-tuna-export-a-success/  He is very well known by the SHCFA and SHFC. 
Greenfish is a partner to STC and we registered Greenfish on island more than a year ago to 
protect his brand. 

• If the individuals within government wanted to progress the Fishery it could all have been 
established in less than 6 months - good question to ask is why it has been dragging on for 
so long. 

• The longer this is allowed to continue the longer the island suffers. 

STC has yet to manage a sit down with TGFC and SHCFA where constructive dialogue between 
the parties should produce a workable solution. 

In real terms, there are many ways in which the two branches of the industry can constructively 
and positively work together and reach a “win-win” solution. In fact, we are extending and open 
invitation to meet with and discuss the beneficial commercial options that clearly exists. 
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Premier League FOOT IES
Crystal Palace 0 0 Liverpool

Trent Alexander-Arnold gifted an 
early chance to Jean-Philippe Mateta

Liverpool’s domestic form stumbled again 
with a 0-0 draw against Crystal Palace 
at Selhurst Park, despite twice hitting 
the crossbar. Jurgen Klopp’s side were 
hoping to recover some confidence after a 
5-2 drubbing by Real Madrid on Tuesday 
evening, but looked “fragile” as they 
returned to Premier League action. They 
passed up a number of chances, with Diogo 
Jota nodding onto the crossbar from close 
range in the first half before Mohamed 
Salah lashed against the woodwork shortly 
after the break. 

But Crystal Palace hardly sat back and 
impressed in large spells - although did 
not register a shot on target despite some 
questionable moments from Liverpool’s 
defence.

They also found the bar as Jean-Philippe 
Mateta rifled an effort onto the post, having 
earlier been gifted the chance to see his 
side ahead after a sloppy Trent Alexander-
Arnold pass. Marc Guehi and the superb 
Michael Olise also went close.

Ultimately, both teams lacked a cutting 
edge. Liverpool moves up a place into 
seventh, six points adrift of the top four. 
Palace also drew their third successive 
Premier League game and remain in 12th.

Bournemouth 1 4 Man. City

Erling Haaland Bounces Back 

Manchester City moved back to within 
two points of Premier League leaders 
Arsenal with a convincing 4-1 win over 
Bournemouth at the Vitality Stadium 
on Saturday. City took the lead after 15 
minutes, Julian Alvarez stealing in to fire 
home from a yard out after Erling Haaland’s 
effort had come back off the crossbar (15). 
Man, City doubled their lead when Nathan 
Ake released Ilkay Gundogan down the 
left, and as his ball into the middle came 
off Phil Foden it fell to Haaland to tap home 
from close range (29). Haaland’s 27th goal 
of the season is more than Sergio Aguero 
managed in a single Premier League 
campaign at City. City put the game 
seemingly beyond Bournemouth when 
Philip Billing played a lazy, aimless pass 
square across the pitch from the touchline. 
The alert Foden pounced on it, advanced 
on Neto’s goal and rolled the ball beyond 
the goalkeeper (45). City made it four just 
after half-time, Rico Lewis put in a good 
cross from the right which was cleared, but 
only as far as Foden, whose whipped ball 
in was blasted against Chris Mepham by 
Alvarez for an own goal (51).
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Leicester City 0 1 Arsenal

Gabriel Martinelli Slides in the Only 
Goal of the Game

Arsenal retained their place at the top of the 
Premier League with a 1-0 win at Leicester, 
secured by Gabriel Martinelli’s goal early in 

the second half. The Gunners’ victory piled 
the pressure on Manchester City ahead of 
their game at Bournemouth on Saturday 
evening - which they won 4-1 - with the 
champions also having played one more 
game than Mikel Arteta’s side. Arsenal 
dominated the contest at the King Power 
Stadium but went into half-time level after 
Leandro Trossard’s brilliant curling finish 
was disallowed following a VAR review for 
a foul on Leicester goalkeeper Danny Ward 
by Ben White. 

But Martinelli helped to soften that blow 
just moments into the second half when 
he slid the ball past Ward after latching 
onto Trossard’s pass, and Arteta’s team 
comfortably saw out the contest to record 
back-to-back wins for the first time in over 
a month. 
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