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THE SIREN

Sigh…. yes you… as Christmas draws closer, 
I can’t help thinking that I need a break. 
It’s not the work I need a break from, but 
all the drama. You know, I received a call 
on Friday morning after last week’s paper 
was out. It wasn’t a nice call; it was from 
a local who was somewhat peed off with 
something which was in last week’s paper. 
Let’s leave that one there! No, let’s not… 
What transpired was, this gent has had a 
load of issues that got him down of late and 
I hope that he was just venting a load of it 
in my direction. I explained to this fella, us 
all having hard times, some are personal, 
some are financial, but we all have issues. 
Personally, I feel I’ve had more than my 
own fair share the last 6 months and yes, 
it does get me down. I have a really strong 
support group through friends and what I 
like to think of as my ‘Saint Family’ (thank 
you, you all know who you are!), they 
know how to keep me going. A kindly kick 
up the arse is what I usually get! At this 
time of the year, Xmas and New Year tends 
to have the highest suicide rates globally, 
it’s a fact, an actual statistic. It’s a time 
of year when some people can feel very 

alone and desperate. Please, keep an eye 
out for friends or family who you know are 
in a bad place, they might not want to say 
anything, but a discreet charitable hand 
or a caring ear might save a life or at the 
very least make a substantial difference to 
someone’s life. I believe in karma…

In short, this week, we look at Andrew Weir 
and the potential break-down of freight 
& cargo. That would be right behind ‘no 
confirmed contract for internet supply’. I 
know the powers that be thinking us all out 
to get them, but in reality…they certainly 
give us a lot to choose from. How many 
targets do they really want to strap to their 
backs? We also feature the regular local 
cricket, premier league football, Country 
Housewife, Bella lasagne and more…...

Stay tuned…...

Bit of grilled chicken with BBQ sauce be 
nice darlin’…thank you luvvie!

Forever Grateful.
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Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Hi Christian,
I am writing this complaint to you regarding The 
Mantis Hotel, I believe any experiences need to 
be brought out in the open. We had a meal there 
recently expecting first class cuisine and service. 
What we got was a complete shambles, waitresses 
that had very little training if any at all, and food 
that at best left a lot to be desired. Remember 
this is supposed to be a 3–4-star hotel, what 
we received was equivalent to the YMCA. How 
anyone can pass this hotel off as a 3-4 star is 
beyond belief. As for my friends and I, we need 
only say this… “Once tried, never to return”.
Anonymous

Dear Sir,
Thank you for your 
letter we received on 
Sunday morning. We 
have received conflicting 
reports of quality and 
service regarding The 
Mantis Hotel. Consistency 
is something which is 
absolutely imperative 
within the hospitality 
industry. Hopefully as 
the Hotel becomes busier 
towards Xmas, it will give 
all the staff an opportunity 
to sharpen their skills and 
practice what they have 
hopefully been trained to 
do.
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10th Nov 2022

In the immortal words of Benjamin Franklin, “An ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure”. Those words I said to then Governor, Lisa Phillips, within a few 
weeks of my father in law’s medical negligence. That was nearly 5 years ago, when 
we requested her to medevac him to Cape Town, South Africa, but she refused to 
do so. It took SHG well over a year to send another ophthalmologist to St. Helena. 
The question begs, “Why would SHG not medevac a patient after going through 
medical negligence in their hospital, knowing there will be no one to help him for 
over a year?” From the beginning, this case was about the inadequate medical 
care on St Helena, to all Saints, which is a Human Right’s violation. None of 
that should be a surprise to Saints who have suffered as a result of inadequate 
healthcare and negligence and dealt with the unfairness and racism most of 
their lives, by their own government. During the course of the last five years, we 
accumulated more than 900 pages of emails and documents between ourselves 
and SHG, including multiple governors, supreme court justices, public solicitors, 
human right’s commissioners and others involving this case. This would have taken 
hundreds of man hours by SHG to deal with this case, costing the British Taxpayer 
hundreds of thousands of pounds, never mind any award for compensation of 
liability. This case was and should have been over years ago, for next to nothing. 
It was a case created by SHG through incompetence and injustice. At the 

end of the day there is a lesson 
to be learnt from this, that is, 
it is always better to do right 
than do wrong, because to 
not do right will almost always 
cost more in the long run. 
You can only do right, if you 
hold yourselves accountable. 
Judgement day was invented 
for those who don’t care. We 
will all be held accountable, 
eventually. Finally, let no 
one mistake my actions and 
determination to seek justice 
for my father-in-law, as a 
mental illness. Actions speak 
louder than words and love 
conquer all!
Joe.

Statement by Joe Tingler, 
Husband To Cheryl Moyce
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At Home with Bella Lasagne
‘Anything is possible’

Dear Reader

How are you? It’s good to be back again with you this week, I see we’re 
getting along famously and that can only be a good thing. Summer is finally 
here and we can all look forward to warm and hopefully happier days 
together.
According to Urban Institute there are nine top reasons why governments 
don’t work, they listed the following at number two; “Prefer small, short-
term benefits to larger long-term benefits. Rather than developing and 
implementing long-term solutions, governments overwhelmingly focus on 
fixing short-term problems. The emphasis is placed on fixing preventable 
problems, rather than preventing those problems in the first place” 
Governments frequently apply ‘knee-jerk’ solutions to old problems. Is there a long-term solution in 
place to the obvious problems of Saint Migration, low wages, utility costs, shipping and freight costs?

The people in charge of running our island will say they are trying to fix it but we cannot expect 
overnight miracles. There is a solid truth; government does not have all the answers and they never 
will, so quit believing that twenty people at the Castle are going to wave a magic wand and make all 
your dreams come true.

“I see that worried look upon your face, you’ve got your troubles, I’ve got mine” is the first line of that 
song made famous by the Fortunes in 1965, seems like such a long time ago but the sentiments are 
the same. We’ve all got problems.

The ‘Island way’ is romantic, sentimental and heart-warming and so many of us relish a St Helena 
that is not like anywhere else but this also puts the brakes on progress. We cannot be that society 
so burdened by our problems that we forget we all hold the keys to unlocking the secrets of success.

There is at this time on St Helena too much conflict, strife, personal agendas and self-centeredness 
that we are all guilty of. It stems from the heights of government all the way to the man on the street 
and we are not sharing with each other how we can make things better, from closed EXCO meetings 
to mysterious business dealings, every man is for himself and the weaker among us are left to fend 
for themselves.
Problems do not confine themselves to one person but extend across borders affecting families, 
homes and individuals, would it change our perspective if we realised that our decisions were 
affecting families who are already struggling? Problems 
are not ‘one of a kind’ and neither should our solutions 
be. Would it help if the solutions to governing actually 
came from the community? Is the government seeking 
ideas and help from people and are waiting for us to tell 
them? Are they too proud to say they are lost? Is the 
community too complacent and need a rocket released 
in a place I’m too posh to mention here?

We can learn from each other. Everybody is talking and 
no one wants to shut up and listen, it is said that the 
Good Lord gave us two ears and one mouth which is so 
obvious that He wants us to do more listening and less 
talking.

Until next week, be the sun that shines in someone’s life

Bella
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ORDERS CAN BE MADE FOR
Vertical , Venetian and Roller 
Blinds,from colour samples ,and to 
suit your Measurements.
Single and Double glaze Aluminium 
Windows and Doors .
Treated Pine .
FOR SALE Contact 23163.
230m Diamond Masonary cut disc.
Aluminium Patio Slide doors.
1800 Watt Vacuum cleaners.
1800 mm Fold tables .
Kids - Swing glider See saw .
Bosch Fridge /Freezer 1800 high .
Bosch Washing Machine .
Dettol Soap.
500 litre Water Tank.
Ford lazer /Trazer Exhaust and parts.
300 Square Metres of Floor Space at 
Hutt’s Gate.

Property for sale at 
Hutts Gate 

Contact tel 23163.

Funnies & Tings!
“Keep on eating honey, on & on, lots of it and your corns and warts will vanish, disappear. 
It has a chemical in it that gets rid of rubbish in your system, kills bacteria and makes new 

tissues, keeps your bowels working too. Someone might call you an asshole, but tell them it is 
the most important instrument to your body, Hahahaha.”

Thank you, Melody, (Book Of Love & Hope)

A pair of cows were talking in the field. One says, “Have you heard about the mad cow disease 
that’s going around?”

“Yeah,” the other cow says. “Makes me glad I’m a penguin.”

According to unofficial sources, a new simplified income-tax form contains only four lines:
1. What was your income for the year?

2. What were your expenses?
3. How much have you left?

4. Send it in.

At a party, a young wife tells off her husband, “That’s the fourth time you’ve gone back for ice 
cream and cake. Doesn’t it embarrass you?”

“Why should it?” answered her spouse. “I keep telling them it’s for you.”

A teenager brings her new boyfriend home to meet her parents. They’re appalled by his 
haircut, his tattoos, his piercings.

Later, the girl’s mom says, “Dear, he doesn’t seem to be a very nice boy.”
“Oh, please, Mom!” says the daughter. “If he wasn’t nice, would he be doing 500 hours of 

community service?”
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16 Jan, 1682 – A stone wall lately build to 
enclose a large garden near the Fort for the 
Hon. Company. (The origin of the present 
Castle Gardens.)

August 28 – several Sea Cows having been 
caught and appropriated by the inhabitants. 
Ordered that in future 1/8th be rendered to 
Government to preserve the royalty.

August.27 1683. —Joseph Trapp granted land 
on the East side of Lemon Valley [or Trapp Cot]

September. 24.-The boat lost by High winds – 
the soldier in her were driven out to sea many 
leagues for three days but were saved very 
wonderfully and strangely by a planter’s boat 
hastily repaired and trimmed up.

Oct 15. Edmund Chubb killed accidentally by 
falling from the ledge of rocks near Rupert or 
Saine Valley [hence Chubb’s Rock]

Jan.28 – Elizabeth Starling assaulted and 
abused the captain of the Charles 2nd and her 
husband threatened to beat him and to make 
[the sun shine through him]. Elizabeth to have 
15 lashes on her naked body and to be ducked 
three times.

Punishment of two runaways’ apprentices 
Rowland and Eastings who had killed a sow 
and broken into a house and taken a fowling 
piece – ordered to have the tip of the right 
ear cut of and forehead branded with R – a 
pair of pothooks to be rivetted about their 
necks and to be flogged several times with- 21 
lashes on Friday - 21 lashes on Monday – and 
on Thursday 6 lashes in town, 6 lashes on the 
top of the hill - 6 at Half Way Tree - 6 on the 
hill beyond and 6 before arriving home.

Court of directors’ letter 25th April 1684.- 

We hope you have begun with preparing 
a proper piece of ground for a large sugar 
plantation which as soon as we hear from you, 
we shall further by sending Copper Stills.

For the clothing of our negroes, we intend to 
aloe them nothing but clouts which you may 
make either of coarse calico, sail cloth or 
reather of strong Holland or Dutch canvas.

Having resolved upon a sugar works or still 
to be used resolving to make Sugar Rum and 
Molasses the Company’s own commodities.

We understand by Capt. Bass that salt is very 
plentiful about the Island made by the heat of 
the sun congealing the salt water upon or in the 
holes of the Rocks which has put us upon an 
apprehension that persons of judgment might 
contrive by letting the salt water into some 
valley or raising it by some pumps or engines 
out of the sea and letting it run into convenient 
places prepared for that purpose on the land 
where the salt water might lie a great breadth 
and not above one foot or ten inches thick you 
might with little labour produce many 1000 
tuns there-these kind of cheap salt works have 
much enriched the French and Portuguese 
nations the best whereof are about Rochell in 
France and St Uvals’s in Portugal.

You must be careful and diligent in destroying 
Rats for which purpose we shall send 20lbs. of 
impalpable powdered glass.

June 21.- Frank a black man of Gurlings in 
custody for murder and burglary – breaking into 
Tuesdales house and killing Armingo a slave 
who had seized him- also dashing a white boy 
Jonathan Young on the ground leaving him for 
dead. The way and manner of bringing him to 
condign punishment occasioned some debate 
as being unwilling to allow him the privilege of 
an English subject who are by our instructions 
to be tried by juries.

Re-solve that all Blacks guilty of such crimes 
shall be tried by the governor and council 
without any form or process- Frank sentenced 
to have his right hand cut of and nailed to the 
jibbet near the sessions house and then to be 
hung and quartered.

Two of Capt. Johnson’s blacks at Broad Bottom 
for entertaining Frank and receiving silver 
buttons from him to have 40 stripes each under 
the jibbet, to carry the quarters to the country 
and be branded on their left shoulder with R.

THE ST HELENA RECORDS
(Contributed Stedson Stroud)



9The Saint Issue 26 17 of November 2022

The Potential Change To 
Immigration Policy
The Immigration Ordinances came 
under fire last week after a number of 
public meetings were held and are still 
to be held, island wide. I actually had 
a chat with the head of Customs about 
this and then I sent an email to my 
‘Secret Castle Contact’ asking for an 
explanation which we might all be able 
to understand. The reply is as follows:
“There are only four areas of 
amendment within the proposed policy, 
when considered against the draft 
policy that was previously consulted on 
in 2020, although after feedback from 
the ongoing public consultation this 
may change. These fall into two main 
categories of simplifying visas and 
updating status.”
Simplifying Visa’s:
1. Entry Visa’s – (Short Term and 
Long Term)
These are purely aimed at Visitors 
who are able to support themselves 
on Island and lend themselves to the 
general tourist trade.

2. Work Visa’s – (Self-Submission 
and Employer-Sponsored)
This removes the need for Immigrant 
Employment Certificates and 
makes the Work Visa both a joint 
permission to enter and work for a 
stipulated time period. This should 
simplify the process and speed up 
applications/approvals.
Proposed updates to status:

3. St Helenian Status
This is often confused with 
Nationality, which it is not. Saints 
are rightly proud of their culture 

and heritage, but for Immigration 
purposes the nationality of everyone 
from St Helena is either British Citizen 
or British Overseas Territories Citizen 
in their passport. Whilst it is linked to 
establishing British Overseas Territories 
Citizen (BOTC) status (such as through 
naturalisation), a demarcation or 
removal from the Immigration Ordinance 
is proposed. What is currently being 
proposed is that ‘Saint’ status can only 
be derived by:
• Birth
• Descent
• Honorary Grant by Governor (so 
anyone who lives here long enough can 
still gain Saint Status if they make an 
application)

4. Permanent Residence Status
This status is exactly the same as ‘Saint 
Status’ barring the name, and has all 
the same rights. It should be noted 
that it is not suggested this be made 
retrospective or removes anyone’s 
rights and privileges. Permanent 
Residence status could be achieved by 
these proposed routes:
• A ‘Saint’ by birth, descent or grant
• Five years continued residence
• A two-tier fast track system under 
forthcoming Sustainable Development 
proposals
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...for 17th Novemeber!

Yes, yes, yes…. I don’t know why I 
get so excited about the good things 
happening, but Side Path Road has got 
me excited…it’s nearly there. I wanted 
to start on a good note, because from 
there on it all falls apart to chaos.

Andrew Weir Shipping has 
announced that as a result of Saint 
Helena’s economy not growing, in fact 
it’s receding as is the population, they 
have announced that they are not 
prepared to continue with the cargo 
shipping contract. The contract expires 
at end of February 2023 and SHG have 
assured us that an ‘alternative WILL 
be in place’ by then. Mark Brooks 
and his team are working feverishly to 
resolve the issue. Good luck, container 
ship shopping ain’t easy!!

Reports are that even though 
exhaustive marketing has been taking 
place, tourism doesn’t seem to be 
exploding in any shape or form. 
Are we doomed or cursed? Perhaps 
we are doomed because of a curse. I 

remember someone telling me once 
that ‘ol Napoleon put a curse on this 
island…who knows, maybe it’s true.

The MV Helena is quite a few days 
late and as a result, the shops shelves 
are getting a bit thin to say the least. 
There’s no imported bread, eggs and 
Cream Crackers to mention a few…
I’m now making my sandwiches with 
frozen rolls! I find the local bread a 
bit crumbly and dry after a day, then 
it’s wasted. The MV Helena departed 
Cape Town on Saturday 12th and 
is due to arrive this Saturday 19th. 
Presumably, cargo will only start being 
off loaded on Monday morning.

Connect have informed us that data 
collecting will end in December and 
we should be getting some up-to-date 
information on the commencement 
of solar panel installation 
applications…let’s hope for some 
positive news there.

I have a report in that the tender for 
the canning facility at Rupert’s has 
been provisionally approved after it 
was initially rejected, but a contract has 
not been signed. The ‘fat lady’ has not 
sung yet…let’s hope that this essential 
business concept can go forward as 
quickly as possible…please SHG, double 
the quota to allow all to make a living. 
No way will 300 tonnes of yellowfin tuna 
be enough to sustain the running costs 
of two commercial fish operations, all 
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their staff and a fleet of fishermen. Get 
real!!

Last Sunday, a wonderful morning 
was enjoyed by all who attended the 
laying of wreaths at The Cenotaph 
at the seaside. The sea was a bit rough 
with herself, but the usual marching 
and frivolity kept everyone’s minds on 
those who had ‘fallen in war’. Well done 
to the organisers and all those who 
participated in the event.

Another Powerful act of Remembrance! 
Young Saints …Noah and his little 
brother Gabriel follow in steps of 
Momma Annina van Neel and Grandma 
Macy in honouring their ancestors.

They are learning what happened here 
and will help build the global groundswell 
of honour and respect this place must 
receive.

Gabriel and Noah…Thank you for taking 
care of this sacred place until we all have 
a chance to return or visit St Helena to 
pay our respects. So proud of you for 
REMEMBERING THEM!

I have seen a number of private people 
setting a great example to SHG with a 
‘Lick ‘o Paint’ going on…To you folk 
doing it…we salute you. I really would 
like to see some of the buildings just 
above The Victoria going up the 
street, getting a bit of loving TLC, also 
that rubble on the left, just past The 
Barracks where the gas bottles live! 
Oh…and please… let’s not forget the 
Bloody POST OFFICE!!

Enough already…I feel my blood 
pressure going up.

Have a great week, yo’all….
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UKRAINE: 
Ukraine’s president has described his visit 
to the recently liberated city of Kherson 
as a joyous occasion. “I’m really happy, 
you can tell by the reaction of the people, 
their reaction is not staged,” Zelenskyy 
told reporters after arriving in Kherson on 
a sunny but cold day. “The people were 
waiting for the Ukrainian army, for our 
soldiers, for all of us,” he said in front of 
the regional administration building in 
the city’s main square. Zelenskyy said it 
was important to visit Kherson to show 
support for residents who endured about 
eight months of Russian occupation and to 
demonstrate to them that “we are really 
returning; we really raise our flag.”

Asked where Ukrainian forces might 
advance next, he replied: “Not Moscow…
We’re not interested in the territories of 
another country.”

Kherson Celebrates Freedom

USA: 
The Republican midterm flameout is 
now official. Democrats have retained 
control of the US Senate. Here’s why that 
matters. Four days after tens of millions 
of Americans went to the polls, Catherine 
Cortez Masto’s narrow victory in Nevada 
late on Saturday finally delivered a decisive 
result in the national political battle.

The Democrats now lead 50 seats to 49 in 
the upper chamber of the US Congress. 
Even if Republicans win the remaining 
Senate race in Georgia, Vice-President 
Kamala Harris will be able to cast a tie-
breaking vote. That’s been the case for 
the past two years, of course - and it 
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paves the way for President Joe Biden to 
spend two more years filling the federal 
courts with his nominees and staffing his 
administration largely the way he sees 
fit. Of course, Donald Trump won’t like 
the outcome, but he changes his favour 
like he changes his socks, along with his 
phoney smile. How did someone like that 
ever get taken seriously in the first place. 
Modern politics, baby!!!

UK: 
Jeremy Hunt states that all in the UK will 
be paying more tax, Rishi Sunak tells G20 
leaders that Russia is a rogue State and 
a King Charles looks sombre at London 
Cenotaph.

The King has honoured the nation’s war 
dead for the first time as monarch and laid 
a wreath at the Cenotaph in remembrance 
of all those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice. Thousands of veterans proudly 
wearing their medals, military families 
and the public packed Whitehall for the 
Remembrance Sunday ceremony and 
watched as Charles placed his floral 
tribute at the base of the memorial. In 
recent years, Charles had performed the 
role on behalf of the Queen as the Prince 
of Wales, but as the first chimes of Big Ben 
rang out at 11am on Sunday and a two-
minute silence began, he stood before 
the Cenotaph in his role as head of state. 
During the ceremony, the King, wearing 
the great coat of a No.1 Field Marshal, 
laid his wreath and took a few steps back 
before saluting and returning to his place.

!NEWS FLASH!
Russia has escalated its war against 
Ukraine with a broad missile attack across 
the country, probably as retaliation for 
Ukraine re taking Kherson. Over 100 
missiles were launched and many parts 
of Ukraine have been targeted. In so 
doing, an alleged Russian made missile 
has landed and exploded 4 miles North 
of the polish Ukrainian border killing to 
Polish citizens. The Kremlin has denied 
any involvement, which it would, 
leaving the world with gaping jaws as 
this kind of attack might require NATO 
to intervene.

Is this the start of World War three. 
Probably not, but unless Russia can 
man up and admit it has made a fatal 
error, I don’t understand how it can be 
resolved any other way. Support for 
Ukraine from NATO affiliated countries 
for Ukraine will gear up and become an 
endless supply of weapons and funding 
until Putin finally retreats fully or…. let’s 
hope that nothing more sinister is born 
from this shocking situation.
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Below is an SHG Press Release from 
Friday 11th November. It’s well worth a 
read and some opinion is given below.

ISLAND’S CARGO SHIPPING SERVICE 
UNDER REVIEW

St Helena’s commercial cargo shipping needs 
are currently served by the MV Helena, through 
AW Ship Management Ltd (AWSML). This is 
on a five year plus five-year contract. The 
contract for the first five years expires in 
February 2023.
Since earlier this year, SHG and AWSML have 
been in discussions for the MV Helena service 
to continue operations until August 2023, when 
the MV Helena is scheduled to enter dry dock 
for maintenance. This would allow SHG time to 
issue a tender to the market for a replacement 
service commencing around the time the MV 
Helena would be withdrawn from service in 
August.
However, AWSML recently notified SHG that 
they could not continue the service beyond 
February under the current contractual 
arrangements. This was due to low cargo 
volumes affecting the commercial viability 
of the service. SHG is now in discussions 
with several potential service providers, 
including AWSML, regarding the provision of 
shipping services from February 2023.
SHG would like to reassure the public that 
commercial cargo operations to the Island 
will continue from February onwards. 
There are several viable options available, and 
SHG expects to be in a position to announce 
the interim operator shortly. It should be 
noted that in the meantime, consolidation 
services for shipping originating in the UK 
are also being arranged, to ensure there is 
minimal interruption or delay to supplies. Large 
importers have already been consulted and 
updated on this matter. Minister for Treasury, 
Infrastructure and Sustainable Development 

Mark Brooks said:
“As a remote Island, cargo services are of 
paramount importance to St Helena. Whilst 
these developments have shortened the 
timeframe in which we now need to identify 
a replacement commercial cargo provider, 
there should be minimal interruption to cargo 
services and we are committed to finding a 
solution come March 2023. My team is working 
hard to ensure we have an interim operator 
that will not only service the Island’s needs, 
but will help us explore new long-term options. 
We recognise that the cost of freight was 
increasing and this is having a dramatic impact 
on the cost of living. We are hopeful that the 
new options put forward will help to test new 
service models and lead to a more economical 
service in the long run. SHG is exploring all 
potential options for an interim operator whilst 
a long-term solution is identified through the 
upcoming tender process.”

There’s an old expression… “PREVENTION IS 
BETTER THAN CURE!”

When it comes to something as critical and 
important as the island’s shipping connection 
and the Fibre Cable & Internet contracts, one 
might have thought that our present, doubtful 
situation should have been prevented rather 
than something which now needs fixing.

The questions which spring to my mind are, 
‘surely SHG would regard these contracts as 
some of the most crucial arrangements for the 
island’s future and the wellbeing of its people? 
Surely in the last twelve months of a ‘renewable 
contract’, negotiation and agreement would 
have been reached by both parties long before 
the contract actually expires? If an agreement 
can’t be negotiated and non-renewal seems 
probable, an alternative plan should have 
enough time to be put into place. Cargo 
container ships are not something you can pop 
down to the local supermarket and pick from 
the ‘Ships For Sale or Hire’ aisle. The intricate 

SHG & Andrew Weir Shipping 
Chaos
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details of supplying this little island with all 
of its imported critical goods, not forgetting 
all the legal and logistical requirements, 
is complicated to say the least! Finding a 
new company or another available vessel at 
such short notice is going to be extremely 
challenging, I sincerely hope that SHG doesn’t 
rush into a bad deal because of time restraints 
and pressure. As a result, a heated debate has 
ensued on Facebook (Saint’s Online Talk Group) 
between ex councillors and a gentleman who 
claims he did the financial modelling for the 
original tender. I won’t go into its detail. Once 
again, it seems the barn door is being closed 
after the horse has bolted!

End Of An Era

The RMS as we fondly called her, serviced Saint 
Helena for 27 years. She was part of the island’s 
heritage and culture. She employed many 
Saints through her service and many described 
a voyage from Cape Town as a holiday on its 
own. SHG owned the RMS, which meant that 
SHG controlled the RMS. An almost flawless 
supply of imported goods and passengers 
over 27 years, what a record, well done SHG…
why did she have to go? Many say because 
the airport started a passenger service, which 
would mean no passengers on the RMS, which 
in turn would make it non-viable. Think for a 
moment now. Could SHG have adapted the 
RMS to make it more cargo suitable and 

viable? Would a substantial input of cash for 
the RMS 5 years ago afforded the necessary 
changes to make the ship more container 
driven as to passenger driven? At least SHG 
would have owned it and controlled it.

“Foresight is not about predicting the 
future, it’s about minimising surprise.”

Due to the severity of this situation, I asked 
the question to the press office, who I will 
state again have been excellent in replying, 
“The Andrew Weir Shipping contract is a 
complete clanger! Does SHG have a plan 
B in place…which is? CEO of Zedcore has 
cancelled his trip. He was due to visit 
26th November. Can the proposed future 
of shipping be outlined in any other detail 
except than the press release from Friday? 
I would have thought that SHG would 
have had wind of potential cancellation 
and had a plan B in place months before”.

The reply I received is as follows:
“Since March, SHG and Andrew Weir 
Ship Management Limited (AWSML) have 
been discussing extending the MV Helena 
service until August 2023. SHG planned 
to issue tender documents by the end of 
October, allowing sufficient time to find a 
replacement shipping service.
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routes. A different route, a different port, 
or a different ship will bring different 
charges and costs.

A ship that calls at St Helena as part of 
bigger route should bring down shipping 
costs. Operating from a mainland port that 
is closer to the island, such as in Namibia, 
should also bring down costs too as it will 
use less fuel.

We have several interested parties who 
are developing alternative operating 
models, and these options are being 
explored for the interim solution as well 
as for the long term.

We want to use this opportunity to test 
what else is possible, and hopefully bring 
down the cost of shipping services in the 
long run.”

We still have no confirmed information with 
regard to supply and service of fast and 
affordable internet. This is another example 
of unexplained contractual issues. ‘What we 
do know… is that we don’t know… who will be 
running the show.’

On 28 September AWSML informed SHG 
that the performance for the current year 
meant they now needed to reconsider 
their position. On 28 October, AWSML 
told us the service was making such a 
loss, that they felt this was unsustainable 
and would not now be able to extend the 
service until August next year.

Since then SHG has been in discussions 
with AWSML and other shipping firms 
about servicing the island from February 
onwards.

Our priority is to get an interim solution 
in place now. This might be AWSML, or 
it might be one of the other interested 
parties. This will ensure there is no 
significant interruption to cargo services. 
We will then issue a tender for a long-
term solution.

The interim service is likely to be for a 
year, between February 2023 and January 
2024. The longer-term service will then 
commence after that time.

Several parties are interested in both of 
these, so we’re confident we’ll have a new 
provider in place to service St Helena as 
needed next year, and in the longer term.

As part of the longer-term tender, we 
want to explore all options available, 
including using alternative ports and 
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Take Note SHG!!

“A Little Something To Speed Up The 
Process And Help You Make The Right 

Decision.” …. “Thank You Sir, It will be 
done by yesterday!”

Andrew Weir Shipping. Running A Business, Not A Charity!

FUNNY TOONS!
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Good day Saint Readers.
We are now on the countdown to 
Christmas. Time flies and soon the 
festive season will be upon us.
So, why not start off by preparing some 
Fruit Mince Tartlets? They can be cooled 
& packaged in an airtight container and 
frozen for up to 2 months. To use, take 
out of the freezer, let tartlets come to 
room temperature and serve.
Your Country Housewife.

FESTIVE MINCE PIES

Ingredients
I x 454 g Bottle of Fruit Minced Meat.
1/2 Cup Chopped Cherries.
1/2 Cup of Chopped Nuts. (Optional)
1/4 Teaspoon Cinnamon.
1 Tablespoon Brandy (Optional).
Grated Zest of 1 Orange.
For the Pastry.
1+1/2 Cups Plain Flour.
1/2 Cup Butter.
2 Tablespoons Caster Sugar.
1 Egg Yolk.
1 Tablespoon Water (Approximately).

Method
Sift Flour into a bowl.
Add the butter to the flour and rub in 
with your fingertips.
Add the Egg Yolk, Sugar and enough 
Water to mix into a firm dough.
Knead on a lightly floured surface until 
smooth.
Cover in clingfilm and refrigerate for 30 
minutes.
Preheat Oven to 180 C.
Grease 2 x 12 Patty Pans.
Roll out your pastry to 1/4-inch thickness 
and cut out rounds with a pastry cutter 
the size to fit your patty pans.

Mix together in a bowl the Bottled Fruit 
Minced Meat, the Cherries and Mixed 
Nuts.
Fill your pastry cases with the Minced 
Meat mixture.
Bake in your preheated oven for 10 
minutes or until lightly browned.
Cool tarts in their baking pans.
Remove from the pans, continue cooling 
and dust with icing sugar.
Serve topped with Whipped Cream, if 
desired.

your Country housewife
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HANDY HINTS FOR CHRISTMAS

With decorating your home, lets also 
get a head start on preparing for your 
family & friends.

a. Christmas Cards... Slip a flavoured 
teabag or pressed flower in with your 
holiday cards for a nice surprise.

b. Candles. Stack bundles of pairs of 
2 Festive Ribbon-tied Sweetly Scented 
Candles in a basket near the front door. 
This makes a pretty decoration that 
also doubles as gifts that will surprise 
your visitors. It helps to takes away 
the expense of buying gifts for all your 
guests and will have you prepared for 
the few unexpected visitors.

Watch out for more handy hints next 
week.
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Despite the poor weather, Team St Helena 
managed several hours of training on the 
first day here in Johannesburg. Thanks to 
Coach Nadeem and a few contacts on this 
side, it was possible to organize a few hours 
at the North Yeovil High School. Physio 
Bradley ensured that the previous few days 
of no activity were erased from their minds 
in the first few exercises. An hour of drills 
to condition the upper and lower body and 
improve the cardio saw the team spending 
the following two hours in the indoor nets 
practicing batting and bowling as the rain 
started hammering down again.

With the sessions complete for the day, the 
team spent the remainder of the afternoon 
shopping for dinner which was perfected 
by Dax and his helpers who excelled with 
their chicken and salad wraps…a great 
end to ‘day two’ with a clear forecast for 
day 3 and hopefully some outdoor training 
with a match against the University of 
Johannesburg scheduled.

It was early Sunday rise for the St Helena 
team today. Immediately after breakfast, 
we had an amazing training session as 
the weather was brilliant throughout, we 
welcomed a one hundred percent contrast 
to the previous day it was wall-to-wall blue 
skies that were favoured by the team as 
they bustled into their first full outdoor 
fitness and fielding session. Our Physio 
Bradley started the day and put the squad 
through their paces as they improved on 
their training at altitude at almost three 
times the altitude. “It’s amazing,” said 
Bradley, “we are putting the team through 
explosive and high-intensity drills and 
everyone is on form”. Fielding with Coach 

Nadeem was also focused on high intensity 
and the improvement was very noticeable 
over the space of a few days.

From a day of torrential rain to a calm and 
clear Saturday for Team St Helena.
The day was planned as a team bonding 
session, but with the uncertain weather, 
we managed a surprise for the team. 
Enter Gary Kirsten. Gary is a South African 
cricketer who has performed and won at the 
highest level and made himself available to 
the team via a Zoom call for a presentation 
and Q and A session. Using boardroom 
facilities in Johannesburg, the team asked 
pertinent questions of Gary about cricket 
in general and factors of T20 cricket which 
they will face in Rwanda next week.

Captain Scott Crowie said “Overall training 
hasn’t gone to plan due to weather 
conditions but the squad has gained a 
wealth of knowledge this week to use, 
as we look to implement our plans in 
the upcoming world cup T20 qualifier in 
Rwanda”.

The team will relax this afternoon….and 
prepare for an intense 2 weeks ahead.

The composition of Team St Helena going 
into the World Cup Qualifiers is very dynamic 
with changes and positions changing on 
performances, passion, and intensity, and 
overall improvement in the game decisions 
on positions and composition are made 
by team Captain Scott Crowie and coach 
Nadeem.

Cliff the first-choice wicketkeeper for the 
tournament, here in Rwanda, started 

LOCAL Cricket
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playing cricket at the age of 13, and the 
majority of his cricketing career was 
playing for the then St Paul’s B. In 2017 
Cliff decided to break away and form a new 
cricket team, the Challengers which he now 
Captains. Speaking on team selection and 
the build-up to the tournament, he said 
“the arrival of coach Nadeem has been 
very beneficial to me in trying to perfect my 
wicket-keeping skills and understanding 
of the game, which I am sure everyone 
has found, as most skills are self-taught 
and coach has helped a lot with minor 
adjustments to our techniques”.

Saint Helena’s Fixtures in The ICC 
Men’s T20WC Sub Regional Africa A 

Qualifier

Nov 17th St Helena vs Kenya, Match 3
Nov 17th Rwanda vs St Helena, Match 5
Nov 21st St Helena vs Seychelles, Match 16
Nov 22nd Lesotho vs St Helena, Match 18
Nov 22nd St Helena vs Mali, Match 20
Nov 24th Malawi vs St Helena, Match 21
Nov 25th Botswana vs St Helena, Match 27

Give the boys a heads up on match days…
let’s let them know we are here supporting 
them….

AUDIT ST HELENA invites applications for 
the following job vacancy

PRINCIPAL ANALYST
Salary range £21,737 to £26,690 per 
annum 24-month fixed term contract 
commencing January 2023

The Principal Analyst’s primary role is to manage 
and undertake the planning and delivery of 
performance audits investigating whether 
resources have been used with proper regard 
to economy, efficiency and effectiveness.

Potential candidates will be Certified Internal 
Auditors (CIA) or Certified Government Audit 
Professionals (CGAP) or CCAB (ACCA, ACA, 
CPFA etc.) qualified accountants or equivalent 
(CA (SA), CA(Z) etc.) or an academic equivalent 
to a master’s degree and should have a 
minimum of three years’ experience in audit or 
finance, and at least one year in a supervisory/ 
managerial capacity. Candidates should have 
excellent knowledge of International Standards 
for Supreme Audit Institutions (ISSAIs) and 
Ethical Standards (IESBA Code).

We are looking for a team leader with good 
communication and people management 
skills who is able to plan, prioritise and 
project manage workflow and use their own 
judgement. Excellent analytical abilities and IT 
skills are also required. Working knowledge of 
CaseWare is desirable.

Job Profiles and Application Forms are available 
on request by calling 22111 or emailing helene.
williams@sainthelena.gov.sh

Applications should be submitted by email or 
by hand to Audit St Helena, First Floor, New 
Porteous House, Jamestown, by no later than 
4pm on Monday 28 November 2022.

All appointments are subject to the successful 
candidate providing satisfactory clearances, 
including a medical check and police clearance. 
St Helena Government reserves the right to 
have information provided on the application 
form independently verified.

SHG positively accepts applications from all 
members of the community regardless of race, 
gender, disability, age, sexual orientation, 
religion or belief, and will consider all applications 
on the basis of merit, in accordance with the 
person specification. All disabled applicants 
meeting the minimum criteria listed in the job 
profile will be guaranteed an interview.
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CONGRATULATIONS ENGLAND!

I made a plan this last Sunday, to be sharp 
and ready for the final of this year’s ICC Men’s 
World Cup 2022. I’m a bit keen on my bit of 
cricket and follow it quite feverishly. As me 
my gal settled down, the familiar countdown 
began and then Stokes ran in to bowl the first 
ball…NO BALL! What, please don’t let it be a 
fiasco. We all want a tight, high scoring match, 
with a nail-biting finish! Stokes ran up to re 
bowl his no ball…WIDE!! Crummins, I thought, 
here we go…Anyways, after a couple of overs, 
both teams began to settle down, even Rizwan 
nearly got himself run out in the first over. 
For the most part, England bowled a tight line 
and length, the bit of extra bounce from The 
Melbourne Cricket Club pitch, did slow any 
attempt at scoring from Pakistan’s openers. 
After scoring just 137, the Pakistani bowling 
attack attempted to defend their humble total 
and it was spirited, skilful and often terrifyingly 
swift. In the first six overs of England’s innings 
in particular, high-class seam bowling met 
aggressive batting in a head-on collision, and 
as is often the case with such crashes there 
were plenty of casualties. Pakistan took the 
early wickets they so desperately needed as 

Alex Hales, Phil Salt and finally, to scenes 
of wild jubilation among an overwhelmingly 
Pakistan-supporting crowd, Jos Buttler were all 
dismissed in the powerplay. Hopes duly raised, 
from there they were simply unrelenting. 
Naseem Shah in particular terrorised England’s 
batters with a remarkable spell of fast bowling 
that ended scandalously unrewarded – how 
Stokes, for example, survived the seven balls 
he was unfortunate enough to face remains a 
mystery.

So, the game remained finely balanced when, 
midway through the 13th over, Harry Brook 
slapped the ball to long-off and Shaheen Afridi 
took a fine catch. But instead of sprinting 
away in celebration the 22-year-old, only just 
back from a knee ligament injury, called for 
help. He was helped down the tunnel but soon 
sprinted back onto the field, and attempted to 
push himself through one more over; it lasted 
one ball. Afridi started the night with a brilliant 
delivery in his opening over that swung into 
Hales, flicked off a pad and thundered into 
middle stump; by the end of it he was not even 
fit enough to collect his runners-up medal. 
Whatever Stokes was feeling as Iftikhar 
Ahmed prepared to complete Afridi’s over it 
was not sympathy. He attacked instantly and 
remorselessly, and when Moeen Ali hit the 
first two deliveries of the following over to the 
boundary England had scored 18 off four balls, 
needed 20 more off 22, and

the game had tilted irreversibly in their favour. 
Stokes ended unbeaten on 52, and Ali 19 off 
12 before falling with the finish line just six 
runs away.
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FOOTIES!
WEEKEND RESULTS

Sunday 13th November
Brighton 1 2 Aston Villa FT

Fulham 1 2 Manchester United FT
Saturday 12th November

Manchester City 1 2 Brentford FT
Bournemouth 3 0 Everton FT
Liverpool 3 1 Southampton FT

Nottingham Forest 1 0 Crystal Palace FT
Tottenham Hotspur 4 3 Leeds United FT
West Ham United 0 2 Leicester City FT

Newcastle United 1 0 Chelsea FT
Wolverhampton 0 2 Arsenal

Fulham 1-2 Man Utd: Alejandro 
Garnacho’s last-gasp winner seals dramatic 
victory for Erik ten Hag’s side before World 
Cup. The Cottagers were moments from 
holding Erik ten Hag’s side to a draw after 
Dan James (61) had cancelled out Christian 
Eriksen’s first goal for Manchester United 
(14) with his first for the Whites against 
his former side, but substitute Garnacho 
broke their hearts.

The 18-year-old, fresh from an outstanding 
cameo in United’s 4-2 win over Aston Villa 
in the Carabao Cup on Thursday, latched 
onto Eriksen’s through-ball and clipped a 
composed finish beyond Bernd Leno for his 
first Premier League goal with just seconds 
remaining.

Wolves 0-2 Arsenal: Martin Odegaard 
double sends Gunners five points clear at 
Premier League summit Martin Odegaard 
overcomes Wolves at Molineux; Arsenal 
underline title credentials with 12th league 
win of the season to establish five-point 
lead heading into World Cup break; new 
boss Julen Lopetegui watches from stands 
as Wolves suffer fourth loss in five.

Arsenal was already 
guaranteed top 
spot in the Premier 
League over the 
festive period after 
Brentford stunned 
the Premier League 
champions earlier 
on Saturday, but 
with new boss Julen 
Lopetegui watching 
in the stands, 
Wolves frustrated 

the Gunners in a goalless first half at 
Molineux. It looked as though Arsenal 
would head into the World Cup break with 
just a three-point lead at the summit until 
captain Odegaard tapped Fabio Vieira’s 
cross in from close range (55). The 
Norwegian then clinched a seismic victory 
for Mikel Arteta’s side with his second (75).

Liverpool 3-1 Southampton: Darwin 
Nunez scores twice along with Roberto 
Firmino to beat Nathan Jones’ Southampton. 
Darwin Nunez’s double earns Liverpool 
a 3-1 win over Southampton; Roberto 
Firmino’s opener was cancelled out by 
Che Adams’ header inside the first nine 
minutes; Nathan Jones tasted defeat on 
his first game as Saints boss.

A frantic first half saw 
the two teams share 
free-kick goals in the 
opening nine minutes. 
First, Roberto Firmino 
flicked in Andy 
Robertson’s free-
kick at the near post 
before Che Adams 
copied the feat at 
the other end from 
James Ward-Prowse’s 

delivery. Liverpool moved through the 
gears before half-time as Nunez completed 
two excellent moves with first-time finishes 
- which ended up being the difference 
between the two teams despite the hosts 
missing a hatful of chances after half-time, 
while also needing goalkeeper Alisson 
Becker to produce heroics at the other end.
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