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THE SIREN
I spent the afternoon on Monday over at 
the newly refurbished Fisheries building, 
now referred to as STC (Saint Tuna 
Corporation). The biggest impression left 
with me is of the incredible determination 
and resilience of the Investors, ‘The Two 
Jannies’, see page for the full story! At The 
Saint Paper, we can fully appreciate the 
difficulties of Political Goal Post moving. 
Baits are put on hooks to attract us; we 
bite and ultimately, we get hit on the head 
and served up on a dinner plate!

It was touching last weekend to see the 
Slaves of a bygone era get laid to rest 
with a great degree of dignity and respect. 
Many congratulations to all involved, SHG 
included for showing such empathy and 
contributing towards this worthy cause.
Covid is here, a few cases have been 
identified, Ascension 
has a few more too…
the very slow spread 
and lack of serious 
illness, so far, is 
clear evidence 
that SHG done 
a top-notch job 
in prevention and 
control…three cheers.

I am quick to 
congratulate, but equally 
quick to criticise…
disappointment with a 
pledge of commercial support from SHG 
for advertising in The Saint…read it and 
weep, the price of The Saint will have to 
go up if support is still not forthcoming!

No fresh news on electricity prices, what’s 
the bets on fuel going up again…please, 
no more doom and gloom. Our Country 
Housewife is giving us delicious treats to 
recreate and Bella Lasagne is always on 
board…

Cheers to yo’all for the ongoing support…

Start ya engines, sharpen dem hooks…fish 
is on da way…. yeeeha!
Some scandal on next week’s horizon…..
hmmm!!!

From the Editor
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Captain Bootsy couldn’t stick the landing!



4The Saint Issue 14 25 of August 2022

Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

AIRFREIGHT FROM BRITAIN TRAPPED 
IN JOHANNESBURG
Dear Editor,
Repeatedly, airfreight from the UK, has 
been ‘bumped’ in Johannesburg and locked 
up for months! Customers in St. Helena 
have paid 10 times the cost of sea freight 
to get urgently needed items here quickly. 
They would have been better by far to have 
requested ‘sea freight’ in the first place, 
for earlier delivery at one tenth of the cost!
An essential car part had been sourced 
for us in the UK and airfreighted to St. 
Helena 18th May 2022; expected arrival 
St. Helena 2nd July 2022. It was bumped 
in Johannesburg and is still there as the 
end of August approaches!
The astonishing fact is that no-one here 
has been able to do anything effective to 
remedy this situation, not the St. Helena 
representatives of the UK shippers, not the 
members of the civil service, and not the 
new ministerial government!
One possible solution could be that 
the government of Saint Helena 
promptly arrange with SA Airlink 
to take all the remaining backlog of 
bumped airfreight and ship it from 
Johannesburg overland, securely and 
quickly, to be added to the cargo of MV 
‘Helena’ in Cape Town before it leaves 
port with the Island’s September 
shipment.
Similarly, future airfreight bumped 
in Johannesburg could be forwarded 

for loading onto the MV ‘Helena’ in 
time for its following monthly sailing 
northward.
If the weekly flights scheduled from mid-
October (two months away!) are filled with 
passengers, the situation will not change, 
leaving many frustrated Islanders with 
urgently required airfreight shipments 
trapped in Johannesburg.
Sincerely,
Cliff Huxtable

Good job, guys! 
Let’s give the rest a new lick of 

paint too!



5The Saint Issue 14 25 of August 2022

Well, what do ya know? It’s that time 
again when we have a quick review of 
what most of us already knew in last 
week’s news…this week! But for those 
of you who don’t read the other rags…

In The Sentinel last week, pleased I 
am, to see it all printed the right way up, 
on page 3, all you need to know about 
the New Governor, Mr Nigel Phillips 
CBE, arriving on island. After being 
met at the airport, he was whisked into 
town for all the pomp & ceremony that 
usually befalls a new Governor to the 
island. You know, I would give the poor 
bugger a bit of a break before chuckin’ 
him in at the deep end! Cup of tea and 
a slice of cake would certainly freshen 
one up after the flight.

On page 5, let’s hope that dear 
Councillor Corinda is greedy for 
fresh intel on “building sustainable 
economies in small jurisdictions.” 
She is heading to Canada to 
attend the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference and 
then going to the UK to attend 
some Trade workshops. It’s taken 
me a while to warm to Corinda, 
but she’s a bright spark, respect 
Ma’am.

Pages 6 & 7 give us some hot 

yarn about a fire at Donny’s. Customs 
keeping up with trying to reduce the 
queues, take a leaf outta the Pharmacy’s 
book…and a whole page for the school 
leavers running with the Chevening 
Alumni program. If I was a young 
Saint, the dream of real opportunity 
is definitely something worth working 
hard for. Heads down boys & girls…you 
can do it.

On pages 12 & 13, the actual topic of 
‘Focus On Social Care & Healthcare’ is 
a brilliant cause. Sorry, but I can’t even 
to begin to read such small writing, it 
must be down to a number 6 font and 
there’s so much writing. Us like pictures, 
well I do anyway! Eleven more pages 
of Government info and a bit o sport to 
wrap that up.

I know I will be accused of ‘not letting 
go’, but seriously…The Saint Helena 
Independent Ltd. had The Independent 
pages 2 & 3 all about governor Phillips. 
Vince wrote The Editorial on page 4, a 
lot of info on reburial of slaves. Pages 
9,10, also about this occasion, I do beg 
the question, who is the editor of The 
Independent? Pages 6 & 7 very much 
‘still living with Covid’ The rest of The 
Independent very much a government 
bulletin!
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A couple of years ago, incredible it’s been 
that long, but true…I was introduced to 
Jan & his son Jannie Jnr Bezuidenhout, the 
new investors to the Fisheries Corporation. 
I was, like most people, a bit sceptical, like 
kinda wary of these new folk. I think we all 
asked ourselves the question, “who’s this 
couple of fellas, coming in here and using 
SHG money to do up the fisheries?” I lot of 
folk on island, understandably so, are very 
‘offish’ with outside investors, they all seen 
bugger ups from the past, these always 
come to light, many of them to haunt us…

I was lucky to spend some time on Monday 
afternoon at the newly refurbished fisheries 
building, the entire entity is now known as 
Saint Tuna Corporation (STC).

When I walked in the door, I could see the 
two Jannies faces change from intense 
concentration and stress to a pleasant and 
welcoming smile. The buzz of activity all 
around, inside and out of that front office 
was amazing, I then found out why!

GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATION IS 
EXPECTED SOON.
We sat down and exchanged pleasantries; 
we began to chat. I asked the two fellas 
why they opted to invest in this business 
on such a remote island and they showed 
me the investors prospectus they had acted 
upon. This literary gem was engineered to 
paint a simply fantastic opportunity…not 
to be missed. It gave information inviting 
investors “to be a part a vibrant South 
Atlantic fishery”. It also invites potential 
investors to send proposals to “develop 
a new processing facility, to take over 
core services, to help shape the future 
of the Saint Helena fishing industry”. The 
prospectus carries the tone of… “If it sounds 
too good to be true…it probably is!” 

“This is a unique opportunity to be part of 
a world leading one-by-one sustainable 
fishing industry, and to capitalise upon our 
Sustainable St Helena Brand.”

Most of us know, that at this time, the 
factory was ‘run down’ to a state of almost 
total disrepair. Cracked cement floors, rusty 
metalwork, broken cold rooms, undrivable 
forklift trucks, the list is endless. The Saint 
Helena Fishing Industry at that time was 
far from all of the things it was portrayed 
to be in the investors prospectus. SHG 
was forking out hundreds of thousands of 
pounds every year, just to get the utility 
bills paid. To subsidise one company in 
order to pay another subsidised company 
is kind of… ‘robbing Peter to pay Paul’!! I 
don’t see the point.

FISHY BUSINESS...
THE FINAL CHAPTER

...oR IS IT?
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The two Jannies were also led to believe that 
all fishermen would be on board, that all 
fish would be processed through this facility 
and most importantly, that a considerable 
amount of money, £500,000.00 would be 
forthcoming to refurbish the dilapidated 
building to a higher standard for exports. 
Another one of the greatest attractions to 
the investors was the belief that fish quotas 
were unlimited.

The two Jannies began to describe some 
of the challenges they have encountered 
along the way. They submitted their 
proposal on the 17th January 2020. This 
proposal was accepted and it looked as 
though everything was “Rock n Reel”. 

Not all the fishermen were on board, in 
fact there was a feud beginning to divide 
the once unified fishing fraternity. Then…
to really screw with things, the quota 
of yellowfin was cut to only 300 tonnes 
per annum. Finally, another 
proposal for a  canning factory 
was recieved and was to be called 
Green Fish.

The two Jannies come with a mountain 
of knowledge and experience in running 
major fishing companies. What I saw was 
two resilient men, passionate about their 
mission, determined to succeed and most 
of all, it is clearly obvious after spending 
a fat stash of their own cash, they will 
jump through every hoop and hurdle to 
make Saint Tuna Corporation a successful 
venture.

In closing, there is no doubt that these two 
Gents totally have the Islands community 
at heart. They wish for this venture to 
prosper, for the good of saint Helena and 
its people.

ROCK N ROLL Jannies.
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Local Advertising...
it’s not what you think!

Just to recap on what was and what is now, The Saint weekly yarn was born from 
a necessity to acquire a new revenue source, from a situation created by the 
then externally subsidised Mike Olsson trading as The Independent Newspaper. 
Now, ‘us don’t want to drag the dirty laundry out’, but when we approached SHG 
for their opinion on our proposed weekly paper project, we simply asked for 
commercial support through advertising. Assurances is about all we got in the 
way of support. The word ‘assurance’ in the dictionary means, “Guarantee.” It’s 
been 14 weeks to date and numerous emails later, with assurances from The Top 
Brass that advertising support would be forthcoming. I will only quote once from 
email received on 22nd June and referring to all portfolios within SHG…

“… they (portfolios) need to ensure that they utilise all three papers for 
advertising in line with our policy of not favouring one media organisation 
over others. I am confident that going forward the Saint will be utilised 
under this policy.”

I was interested to hear backbencher Ronald Coleman state on Saint FM radio last 
week, after he was asked as to what he would address to benefit the island going 
forward…he said that he would be looking into SHG wasting money by advertising 
in all three newspapers. This prompted me to investigate and we have come up 
with the following:

Over the last three weeks all SHG media correspondences published in all three 
media publications, is as follows:

Independent 21 pages (Av. 7 per week @ +/- £40.00 per page)
Sentinel 15 pages (Av. 5 per week @ +/- £40.00 per page)
The Saint 5.5 pages (Av. 1.8 per week) @ £20.00 per page)
Maybe we should reiterate the SHG comment… “not favouring one media 
organisation over others”

Once again, I brought this to the attention of SHG last Friday Morning, to 
date, I have had no reply.

I do realise that we’ve probably burnt our bridges by running with this little yarn, 
we will keep you posted. But, for now, and out of pocket…we will continue to 
advertise Government information as a service to the community.

So, there you have the facts! No further questions your honour, I rest my 
case!
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Some free government advertising
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Some free government advertising
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Some free government advertising
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Some MORE free government advertising
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In The USA: ‘Mr Smug’, 
DonaldTrump seeks to block 
FBI from reviewing Mar-a-
Lago documents:

Trump lawyers ask US judge to 
temporarily block FBI from reviewing 
documents recovered from ex-
president’s Florida home.
“It wasn’t me!!”

Lawyers for Donald Trump have asked 
a federal judge to prevent the FBI 
from continuing to review documents 
recovered earlier this month from the 

former United States president’s Florida 
home, until a neutral “special master” 
is appointed to inspect the records. The 
request was included in a court filing 
on Monday, the first by Trump’s legal 
team since the search at Mar-a-Lago on 
August 8, that takes broad aim at the 
FBI investigation into the discovery of 
classified records from the estate. The 
motion, filed in federal court in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, also asked investigators 
to return any items outside the scope 
of the search warrant.

“Politics cannot be allowed to impact 
the administration of justice,” the filing 
stated, adding: “Law enforcement 
is a shield that protects Americans. 
It cannot be used as a weapon for 
political purposes.” Trump reminds me 
of a couple of other people on island, 
beware, they will do anything to hide 
their skulduggery.



17The Saint Issue 14 25 of August 2022

UK Migrants:

It’s not just Saint Helenian folk escaping 
the island for a better chance of life in the 
UK, English Channel migrant crossings 
hit a new single-day record. The UK’s 
defence ministry said on Tuesday that 
1,295 people were detected on Monday, 
beating the previous single-day record 
of 1,185 on November 11, 2021. Think 
about that number…that’s in ONE DAY!!

North Korea:

N Korea tells S Korea’s Yoon Suk-Yeol to 
‘shut his mouth’ after aid offer.

Kim Jo Yong, the powerful sister of the 
North Korean leader says the country 
will not ‘barter’ away its ‘honour’. North 
Korea has bluntly rejected a South 
Korean offer to help boost the isolated 
country’s economy if it gives up nuclear 
weapons. Kim’s comments mark the 
first time a senior North Korean official 
has commented directly on what South 
Korea’s President Yoon Suk-Yeol has 
dubbed an “audacious plan”

under which South Korea would offer 
phased economic aid to Pyongyang if it 
began denuclearisation. Yoon reiterated 
the offer on Wednesday at a news 
conference to mark his first 100 days 
in office. “It would have been more 
favourable for his image to shut his 
mouth,” Kim Yo Jong said in a statement 
released by state news agency KCNA, 
calling Yoon “really simple and still 
childish” to think that he could trade 
economic cooperation for North Korea’s 
honour and nuclear weapons. “No one 
barters its destiny for corn cake,” she 
added. Us reckon the sh1t going to hit 
the oriental fan pretty soon!
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Hello Saint Readers.
There is nothing like the smell of freshly 
baked bread. Regardless to the time of 
the day it will tantalize your taste buds 
and have you bringing the butter to the 
table. This week I have a few simple 
bread recipes for you that are quick 
and easy to make.

Feel the love and enjoy the taste.

Your Country Housewife.

COTTAGE LOAF

Ingredients
1 lb. Plain Flour.
1/2 Teaspoon Salt.
1 Pint Hot Milk.
2 oz. Margarine.
2 Teaspoons Baking Powder.
Preheat oven to 200* C.

Method
Mix flour, salt and baking powder in a 
bowl.
Melt the margarine in the hot milk and 
stir slowly into the flour.
Turn quickly on to a floured board before 
it cools completely.
Knead lightly for a few seconds only.
Turn into a greased loaf tin.
Bake in a hot oven for 45 minutes.
Tapped on base will sound hollow when 
bread is done.

SPICE BREAD

Ingredients
10 oz. Self-Raising Flour.
4 oz. Margarine (or Butter).
4 oz. Sugar.
1 Level Tablespoon Mixed Spice.
2 oz. Sultanas.
2 oz. Currants.
2 Eggs beaten.
Little Milk to Mix.
Preheat Oven to 180* C.

Method
Mix all dry ingredients together into a 
bowl.
Add the 2 Beaten Eggs.
Mix until smooth adding a little milk.
Put into a well-greased loaf tin.
Bake for 1 hour.

your
Country

housewife
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CHEESE & ONION LOAF

Ingredients
1 lb. Self-Raising Flour.
1 Teaspoon Salt.
2 oz. Margarine.
1 Medium Onion. (Grated).
1 Clove Garlic.
6 oz. Mature Cheddar Cheese. (Grated).
1 Egg.
1/2 Pint Milk.
1 Teaspoon Paprika.

Preheat oven to 200 * C.

Method
Sift the flour and salt into a bowl.
Rub in the margarine until the mixture 
resembles breadcrumbs.
Add the onion, garlic and cheese.
Beat the egg and milk together and 
gradually add it to other ingredients to 
form a soft dough.
Turn out onto a floured surface and 
knead the dough lightly.
Shape the dough and place into a well-
greased loaf tin.
Bake for 55 minutes.
Turn out and cool on a wire rack.
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SnippetS, Giggles, & Tings!
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Melody Magic:
“By eating lots & lots of cheese toasties, will stop the saliva from going out of your 
mouth.”
“By being inquisitive or nosey, helps to prevent chest burn.”
And lastly…. “By putting a Walkman to your ears will help your brains from rotting away.
is sweet and it will heal your mind from getting cancer.”
(From The Book Of Love & Hope.)

“It’s one thing to be powerless and another to be useless.”

I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather… Not screaming and yelling like 
the passengers in his car.

Don’t you hate it when someone answers their own questions? I do.

It takes a lot of balls to golf the way I do.

Most people are shocked when they find 
out how bad I am as an electrician.

I don’t suffer from insanity—I enjoy 
every minute of it.

“Never a truer 
word spoken!”

“St Helena Island boasts a warm 
climate, beautiful landscapes 
and historical sites attractive to 
history buffs, adventurers and 
culture-seekers alike. It is not 
surprising that coming to work 
for the St Helena Government is 
such an attractive option. https://
sthelenapublicservicejobs.sh/ This 
British Overseas Territory offers 
you a unique opportunity to work 
in a remote location and become 
a key member in contributing to 
the Island community. By joining 
our committed team of public 
servants you’ll be helping achieve 
our Mission to; “improve the 
lives of all within our community 
and help the island thrive.” We 
welcome those who can support 
our values of Fairness, Integrity 
and Teamwork.”

Nirvana…. And on that note… 
“Pass the plo Lil.”
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NASA TO RETURN TO THE MOON 

watch the launch Live
12:33 GMT Monday, 29 August 

It was been over fifty years since the Apollo Moon Landings and now NASA is 
looking to make historic return.

“With Artemis missions, NASA will land the first woman and first person of color 
on the Moon, using innovative technologies to explore more of the lunar surface 
than ever before. We will collaborate with commercial and international partners 
and establish the first long-term presence on the Moon. Then, we will use what 
we learn on and around the Moon to take the next giant leap: sending the first 

astronauts to Mars.” - NASA

The first rocket flight, called Artemis I, will launch the unmanned Orion spacecraft. 
Orion will make a flight around the moon before returning to Earth at high speed.

“During this flight, Orion will launch atop the most powerful rocket in the world 
and fly farther than any spacecraft built for humans has ever flown. Over the 
course of the mission, it will travel 280,000 miles (450,000 kilometers) from 
Earth and 40,000 miles (64,000 kilometers) beyond the far side of the Moon. 
Orion will stay in space longer than any human spacecraft has without docking 
to a space station and return home faster and hotter than ever before.” - NASA
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