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THE SIREN
Happy Thursday yo’all…. I feel a burden 
has been lifted…Let me explain. I, for the 
most part, am not a confrontational person. 
This stems from growing up in place where 
there was a great amount of stress & 
confrontation during my early teen years. 
I get anxious when there is confrontation 
and I have to meditate!!

All need to know on island, that our mission 
to expose a particular lie or two and the 
lack of Government support through 
advertising has, we hope, been resolved. 
Us not prepared to waste our energy any 
more, in a negative way, by only focussing 
on the things that were aimed to bring us 
down. They failed! One fuelled the other, 
things might have been getting out of 
control…Pandora’s Box was actually going 
to explode.

So, we are in it for the long term, ‘us are 
up and us are running’, 
fully functional and raring 
to go forwards. All we ask 
is… “Please don’t rattle this 
cage….” There’s a fox terrier 
inside with a nasty bite!

I think the main focus on Island 
right now is what some might call

D Day…August 8th 2022. Fear not, 
let’s embrace the change, I can’t 
wait to see all the tourists come 
pouring in! To be serious for a 
moment, which I find quite 
difficult, do we believe that 
a flight per week is going to 

be packed to capacity with middle aged 
historians laden with backpacks and 
walking sticks?

“ Enjoying the walk darling…Matt at Tourism 
said it would be exciting!” (Remove snow 
put diana’s tree in!)

Personally, us think nothing much going 
to change! There’s an article 
in this week’s Saint (page 
12) all about cleaning up 
and making this island 

sexy…give it a tweak and let 
us know what your thoughts 

are, how do we fix dis mess?

So, for now…onwards & upwards, 
please send your questions, 
complaints, Government snippets 

and whatever you want to know 
to thesaint@helanta.co.sh us 
will endeavour to respond 
without risking prosecution.

Rock n Roll Brothers & Sisters!!
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The Legless mechanic THE
Weekly
Yarn

From Episode 1, the birth of The One-Legged 
Mechanic… “It’s really hard sometimes to 
comprehend life. You can immerse yourself 100% 
into everything that matters to you and sadly, even 
though everything you have done, is done with 
high moral standing and honestly, some shark will 
nearly always be around to bite your leg off!”

Can you believe it…similar circumstances, same bloody shark? 
Sadly, the now Legless Mechanic encountered a great tragedy a 
couple of weeks ago. This is why the poor kite been missin’! Us 
found out he been hangin’ in the same places and sure enough, 
same shark come along and bite it clean off, the other leg!

Us ask him where he been, and he tell us he was minding 
his own business, recovering pretty well from the first 
attack, business was pickin’ up, then out of the blue…
WHAMMO! Other leg gone. Hit him like a Putin missile 
on a block of flats!

He says he lay in hospital in a total state of shock thinking 
to himself, “What the hell I do to deserve this? I only 
ever played by da rules, you know. That bloody shark 
must be really mad with me?” So now, poor bugger 
got a fancy wheel chair and he back to doing what he 
does best…running his business well with the ‘ol lady 
cookin up a bit ‘o Plo!

He tells us that he goin’ to have to adapt again. You gotta 
be like a chameleon on island. Keep changing your colours 
to blend in, if you know what I mean. Try a bit of this, try a 
bit of that…something will come along, to be sure.

Us impressed with the ‘Legless mechanic” …talk 
about resilient and determined, he the kinda 
guy you want hangin’ out with ya…always 
coming up

with a plan, always making sure he got a 
way to survive, us folks on island need to 
take a leaf outta his book…keep going, keep 
tryin’, no matter what bites you in the arse…
thnkin’ about it, if he ain’t careful and he get 
bit again… don’t bare thinkin’ about……………

Welcome back, Shorty!
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Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Hi Christian,
Looking out the window, I see birds, trees, 
flowers and a small detached cottage with 
a lady busying herself in the garden. How 
lucky am I to have found such a view from 
the bedroom window? Wouldn’t get this in 
London without paying a fair amount.

Anyhow, I am writing a simple little note 
to remind St Helenians how lucky you are 
to have such a beautiful place you can call 
home. I know that there are challenges 
(be careful what you read, listen to and 
ingest from the TV) but believe me when 
I say, there are big challenges out here 
for billions of people because of how this 
world has been led by the nose ring, to the 
corporate slaughter.

There are some inspirational figures who 
are trying their best to clean up the mess 
that greed has caused. Basically, the ego.

To remind folks that ‘Spirit is Life’. Life is us 
and everything else that Life encompasses. 
Without looking after Life, we are 
undermining our own existence. Humans 
can no longer arrogantly push the rest of 
life out for as we do so, we also push our 
own existence into question.

St Helena, protect your land. Protect your 
oceans. Protect everything that is life. 
There will be many (with big fat wallets) 
coming to exploit you like the rest of the 
world. You may not have a lot in wealth 
and materialism but be careful that we 

allow decisions to be made that we regret 
in the future. Nature is our fuel.

Be careful of those who will speak of 
integrity and honesty and yet you know 
that they live otherwise. You know that 
they are simply trying to coerce you into 
feeling what they want you to feel. Looking 
after life is not just nature, it is looking 
after ourselves as well and that includes 
our mental health and spirit. Many will drop 
pollution into your space. If you are not 
sure, ask someone you trust but please, 
manage what information you ingest and 
from whom.

Many have disconnected from the source 
of life as they try to be better, have more, 
win etc and these are dangerous people 
in any society. They don’t care about you. 
They care only how they can use you for 
their own financial benefit.

I am not writing this thinking that I am 
right and should be adhered to. I genuinely 
love St Helena and the people that call her 
home. Remember there are forces in this 
world who want to divide and conquer.......
watch carefully and see this. This goes all 
the way to the top of the financial food 
chain.

Don’t be intimidated by intelligence. The 
world needs more wisdom, not intelligence. 
There are some very intelligent people 
building bombs, weapons, innovation for 
mass profit etc......the farmer who stands 
in the field as the sun rises understands 
life greater than any innovation.

Life is more than a job. Life is how we turn 
up each day.

My Very Best
Addie

www.thegirlfromtherock.com
YouTube: Adelene Thomas
Instagram: addiebelieve1979
Twitter: @thegirlfromtherock.com
Linkedin: Addie Thomas



5The Saint Issue 11 4 of August 2022

Dear Christian
I feel that I must respond to the letter 
written by Les on pages 4 & 5 of the The 
Saint and in doing so provide clarity to you 
and readers.

I will begin by saying that I will not 
comment on the Independent newspaper 
as it’s private enterprise and I am not 
involved in it’s operations. It’s important to 
understand that both Saint FM Community 
Radio (STFMCR) and the Independent 
newspaper are two separate entities 
with separate financial and operational 
structures. This should never be confused.
STFMCR has 3 directors, myself, Mike 
Olsson and Vince Thompson. As Station 
Manager I am responsible for operations 
and part of that role you will be pleased to 
know is to ensure staff are paid.
There are no ‘bosses’ at Saint FM, we are all 
but custodians which includes a wonderful 
team of voluntary presenters that make us 
a truly community organisation.

Now that we have established that fact I 
want to move to the second more pressing 
point about funding. I can say with absolute 
authority that STFMCR is an independent 
radio station and absolutely nothing has 
changed. The radio station continues to 
receive funding from Lord Ashcroft and 
the rest of our income is raised through 
advertising, we are not compromised in any 
way as to risk public perception or indeed 
Lord Ashcroft’s support to be anything other 
than independent. I think it is vital if not 
critical to have an independent media free 
from government grant funding especially 
during these difficult, political times and I 
know that Lord Ashcroft’s sentiments are 
the same.

Knowing me as you do I’d like to end on 
a positive note; both you and Les are 
welcome to visit Saint FM at any time and I 
would be delighted to share our operations 
and answer any questions you may have.
Yours sincerely
Tammy Williams
Saint FM Community Radio

Fact: The circulatory system is 
more than 60,000 miles long

If a child’s entire circulatory system—
we’re talking veins, arteries, and 
capillaries—were laid out flat, it would 
stretch for more than 60,000 miles, 
according to the Franklin Institute. By 
the time we reach adulthood, our bodies 
have become home to approximately 
100,000 miles of blood vessels. That’s 
just one of the mind-blowing facts that 
sound made up (but aren’t).
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“With effect from Monday, 8th 
August 2022, quarantine will no 
longer be a legal requirement on 
St Helena. All restrictions will be 

removed and people will be able to 
visit St Helena without needing to 

quarantine.”

For the last couple of months, there 
has been a good mixture of information 
flying around creating a tornado of 
doubt, fear & confusion. 
Information has come from 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
Media and 
general hearsay 
on the streets. 
Yarns are distorted, 
facts are not believed, 
gossip is often taken for truth. 
Don’t we know!!!

From the Government’s 
perspective, I for 
one, am confident 
that Government 
has done as 
much as it can do with 
the resources it has 
at hand. Some of the 
media have expressed 
that their opinion is one 
of, “Government could do more…” 
There have been headlines which 
have deliberately, in my opinion, 

been designed to cause fear, anxiety and 
generally make the people of the island 
doubt Governments decision to change 
existing quarantine requirements. For 
example, “Quarantine lifted…. The 
Coffins are ready.”

Government buildings are presently 
being equipped to be Covid ready, as are 
many other business premises. Glass 

partitions, closed doors, suddenly the 
island is losing its sense of closeness 
and carefree lifestyle. Are we going 
to be wearing masks, queuing with a 

meter between each of 
us, bumping elbows…I 
hope not!

Saint Helena is unique, 
it’s different, special, it carries 

an incomparable way 
of life which is only 
found within small 

island communities…
One family.

Covid is global. Most 
have had all the 

injections, boosters 
and who knows what 
else. Personally, I 

have quit smoking six 
months ago…I have 

lost weight and made a concerted 
effort to be healthier, I’m feeling 
hopeful.
I mentioned in an earlier edition of 
The Saint, we have seen thousands 
of people in football stadiums, all in 
close proximity of each other, my 

8th august

D-Day
Saint helena
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own children in the UK tell me that life 
there is pretty normal. The cost of living 
has changed dramatically and aren’t we 
all feeling the effects of that too. I’m 
still waiting for SHG to describe some 
of the ways they aim to help those who 
are clearly not coping.

I reckon the Virus will come, it will 
introduce itself to us all in one way or 
another and it will settle down, leaving 
us all with another flu type virus to 
cope with. I don’t believe we will all be 
dropping like flies…Definitely NOT!

Some are talking about scrubbing 
hands, wearing face masks and social 
distancing. We cannot live the rest of 

our lives like that, I certainly won’t. At 
some point we will all be exposed and 
then once we have endured, we should

live normally. I do respect the need to 
slow the infection rate down, so that 
our medical facilities can cope with the 
cases which need treatment, so initially, 
abiding by safe practices would be the 
right thing to do.

Together, as always, Saints are one of 
the most resilient communities on the 
face of this earth and you will all pull 
together and pull through. So…don’t 
have fear, have hope, love each other 
and watch out for your neighbour…
together we will conquer.
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THE MORAL OF ‘THE CUNNING FISH’ SUPPORTING 
LOCAL YOUTH AND LOCAL CHARITY. 

THE BOOKLET IS WRITTEN BY CYRIL K LEO. LAYOUT 
AND PRINT BY PRINTECH, ST HELENA LTD.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY.

£1 PER BOOKLET - ALL PROFITS DONANTED TO 
LOCAL CHARITY.

Dear Community

The ongoing future development of St Helena will largely depend on the children of 
St Helena and, in particular, their realisation of the importance of gaining a good 
education and striving to reach their full potential.

Whilst serving on Legislative Council, serious concerns were brought to my attention, 
not least by the Director of Education, on the failure of some of our children to fully 
realise the importance of developing positive thinking and gaining a good education. 
Unfortunately, some of our older children of St Helena are being enticed by detrimental 
adult social attractions.

Accordingly, as an elected representative, my first inclination was to visit Prince 
Andrew School and try to deliver a few words of encouragement and inspiration 
which would hopefully persuade those few young minds to focus on more positive 
and constructive objectives. However, I decided to take a different approach, and 
instead wrote a short creative story with a moral to carry my message; and to 
help encourage young people in general to first consider the consequences of their 
decision-making.

‘The Cunning Fish’ booklet will be produced by Printech St Helena Ltd; each book will 
cost 50p to produce. The sales price will be £1 and all profits from the sale of each 
booklet will be donated to charity on St Helena.

Please call 24600 or email ckleo@helanta.co.ac for additional information.

Thank you in advance for supporting our local youth and local charity in St Helena.

Cyril K Leo
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Yo here us go again…in last week’s 
Sentinel Page 3, it’s a bit disturbing to 
see that petty theft crime is on the rise 
and what you might call, sporadic too. 
This might imply that one person is on 
the prowl and the cause is likely to be 
poverty! No cash plus opportunity, with 
a splash of whiskey for false bravado 
and you have a cocktail for this kind of 
nonsense, I ain’t no Sherlock Holmes, 
let’s leave it to the Royal Boys in Blue! 
Saint Helena National Trust presented 
a very cool item on Blue Whales, I 
am a big ocean lover and to see these 
amazing beasts return to these waters 
each year just proves that our local 
marine habitat is thriving. Great job 
to Kenickie Andrews and the entire 
team for doing so much, often without 
gratitude from us more ignorant lot. 
Page 6 introduces us to Emma Lee 
& Ben who be doing a bit of work 
experience down at SAMS. I received a 
business survey form, one of which is 
described on page 7, I filled it in for the 
best part, but to be honest, I wasn’t in 
a particularly happy in business frame 
of mind, hope they don’t ask me to do it 
again. On pages 8, 9 & 11, too much 
info on more Covid protests…I took a 
hint with ‘Fishy Business’ being over 
done…I can’t comment on more Covid 
Protests, enough been said already. 

Us all know everything there is to 
know, stay safe and do what you think 
is best for you. Not much else exciting 
or different, I must say, that finding 
interesting, new material to write about 
is often hard.

When I found myself flicking through the 
Independent, which let’s not forget 
is now produced by the unsubsidised 
Saint Helena Independent Ltd., I really 
enjoyed this week’s letters. The first 
was a great piece by Joe Terry on page 
3, I reckon just about every single 
person on island would benefit more 
and also prefer a Cape Town connection 
through air travel instead of Jozie. No 
more bullshit, let’s have some answers 
please. Page 5 gives a sort of comforting 
account by Doctor Ross, assuring us 
that all the doctors are here, nothing to 
worry about…personally, I believe him! 
Bit of good ‘ol pomp & ceremony lined 
up for August 13th when The Governor 
Designate, Nigel Philips and his Missus 
will be arriving. I quite like all the 
whistles and bells, I’m a bit old school! 
On page 8, I was highly entertained to 
read Councillor Karl Thrower referring 
to our government system to be “more 
a Dictatorship than a Democracy.” Saint 
Helena is not the UK, things that work 
over there, don’t always swing well 
over here. In general, politically, there 
seems to be a huge amount of unrest on 
island, there’s even mumbles of ‘votes 
of no confidence’. Our chief minister 
must be looking for her tin hat, dodging 
bullets is something which comes with 
job… “duck luvvy, here comes another 
one.” Football & adverts summed up 
the rest of the, one section of colour 
and no staples…hmmm!

Yeeeeha…it’s nearly Friday!
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Now listen, now…from the heart of my bottom, I’m not trying 
to rock boats or upset no one with this…BUT, we are wanting 
to encourage tourism, are we not? Wasn’t the big plan from 
starting the airport, right down to creating the Mantis Hotel 
all about encouraging tourism. My personal opinion, as an 
‘outsider’, for what it’s worth is this:

The condition of the basic infrastructure is an absolute mess. A 
lot of us know the Bo Kaap area in cape Town. The stunningly 
beautiful little streets with brightly coloured buildings is a 
known ‘must’ if you are visiting Cape Town for a holiday. Its 
culture and colour simply shout out class and culture. When it 
comes to buildings, it’s simply ‘sexy’!

Crisp & Clean, established in 1760, yes, almost as old as our 
very own Jamestown, such pride is born from such poverty. 
With a bit of help from you know who, anything’s possible 
here too.

I’ve learnt to appreciate some things on Saint Helena. Saint 
people are the proudest of folk when it comes to clean & tidy. 
My Missus never lets me hear the end of it, if it ain’t perfect, 
“swing it in the bin,” she says. Saint gals even want you to take 
your shoes off before walking in the family space, everything 
shines, spik and span, as they say. How do folk feel when 
they go down town and are confronted by peeling paint and 
crumbling walls? I know that money is short on island, we all 
know that SHG is struggling with getting adequate funds for 
the even the basics. What are the basics? Well, I would have 
thought that the roads, the buildings, water supply, electricity 
and sewage removal would be what I call…the basics.

If you were to start at the top of Ladder Hill and drive down to 
town, you would start with the gates and entrance to where the 
Fire Services are based. Only one half of the gate is there and 
the paint job is shameful. It’s right at the top of Jacob’s Ladder, 
which every able-bodied tourist will be climbing. Wouldn’t it 
be a lovely cherry on the top after capturing the stunning 
views on the way up, to be met by a stunning entrance to the 
courtyard on the left as you walk to your car?

When you reach the bottom of Ladder Hill and swing round to 
go down town, some of the buildings where the gas canisters 
are stored actually look like a good puff of wind might just 
knock it down. With all them flammables, one would of thought 
that there might be a health & safety label attached. Mr CW, I 
am not picking fights, but really!

Further down town, several buildings are a bit tired and 
peelyfied!! As you approach the clock at the market…good 
lord, I don’t know where to find the words. 

Let’s Get Sexy!
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Only last week, a gentleman came in here and gave us a letter 
about the ‘ol clock, it’s part of who we are, yes…we miss the 
familiar chime and it’s a mess. Not working, paint peeling off, 
how long does it take to fix a damn clock. Is it a whole year? 
There has to be a brilliant engineer somewhere who can fix it, 
‘machine’ a part, make a ‘Saint Fix’ for now!

Just cruise down slowly, take a walk, like a tourist…what is 
this around the next corner? Is it a Zebra Crossing, where 
are the lines in the road, why is there a Zebra Crossing and 
loads of zig zag lines? Was it a mistake in the first place, 
putting something there which, let’s face it’ is not needed…
it requires maintenance!!

As I look up from the Zebra Crossing, I am confronted & 
confused by a peach-coloured construction. “It’s The Post 
Office”, they say! What…the pillars are cracked, are they 
safe? The paint from the last 10 coats has peeled right 
back to it’s original colour in places! I see on the one pillar, 
there is a plastic gadget which is screwed to the wall. This 
is to measure the growth of existing cracks. It’s stretched 
to capacity! I don’t know when it was put there, but we 
all know how rebars oxidise, go rusty and break up the 
cement, don’t we? Is it safe for the employees to be sitting 
on the balcony it supports in their lunch breaks?

As I continue down town towards the seafront, I have seen 
privately owned buildings along the way and knowing the 
Saint Helenian economic state of affairs, I would never 
blame the owners for the poorly kept paint jobs. No, to be 
fair, assistance is required to maintain what should be the 
brightest, most beautifully kept town. It’s our only town 
after all. Saint folk might be feeling a bit of shame, I know 
I do.

The quote to fix the ladder up is about £140,000.00. That’s 
£200.00 per step!! Surely the balance of Lord Ashcroft’s 
sizeable donation of £300,000.00 could help some folk out 
and even give SHG a bit of a boost for a bloody good lick 
of paint all round? The tourists should start coming as the 
summer approaches, there’s time, there’s a bit of cash…
come on SHG, us want to be proud…don’t we? We would 
love these visitors to come here, love the experience and 
to get back to their homes and tell the world, “Wow, it’s 
the most beautiful place we’ve ever been to”

So, maybe we should stop all the fussing over new prisons 
to house our serial killers, and get back to the basics…
focus on the foundations, let’s do something to make Saint 
Helena an unforgettable destination for all the RIGHT 
reasons!

Let’s Get Sexy!

Bo Kaap, Cape Town

Jamestown, St Helena
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SnippetS, Giggles, & Tings!

“By eating chillies and curry powder, bite foods…Drinking lots & lots of water, will give 
you a watery brain! You will think & remember better!”
“By having a clock ticking loud in ya house will help the beating of your heart.”
(Wise words, Cheers for dat Melody)

The way to get started is to quit talking and begin doing.

The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.

Jamestown…put ya lipstick on and smile….

When you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on.

And up in Longwood...
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In The UK, Nine-Year-Old 
Lilia Valutyte Stabbed to 

Death:

A man has been arrested on suspicion of 
murder after a nine-year-old girl was fatally 
stabbed in a town centre. Deividas Skebas, 
22, spoke only to confirm his name, date 
of birth and address during a short hearing 
at Lincoln Magistrates’ Court on Monday 
morning.

Lilia Valutyte was found with a stab wound 
in Fountain Lane in Boston, Lincolnshire, 
on Thursday. Lincolnshire Police said the 
22-year-old was detained in Boston on 
Saturday after two people previously 
arrested were released without charge.

Earlier the force had circulated photos 
of a man officers wanted to speak to in 
connection with the killing. Police said the 
man was arrested in the Boston Central 
Park area at about 14:45 BST. They said 
his arrest followed “a combination of 
intelligence and information supplied by 
several members of the public”.

The force added: “We are not looking 
for anyone else in connection with this 
incident.” Chief Supt. Martyn Parker said he 
understood people would have questions 
about how this had happened. He added: 
“We are in a very sensitive stage of our 
investigations having just arrested a 
22-year-old male.

“Please allow my officers the time and 
space to conduct their enquiries and 
continue their investigations.”

Lilia had reportedly been playing with a 
hula hoop with her younger sister on the 
street and a toy pram was left at the scene, 
according to locals.

Dozens of flowers and other tributes have 
been left at the corner of Fountain Lane and 
Fountain Place in memory of the schoolgirl.

People have also been gathering at a local 
church to light candles.

Liz Truss 
Favourite 

To 
Become 
UK next 
Prime 

Minister:

Liz Truss, now foreign chief, remained loyal 
to Boris Johnson as he faced a rebellion 
and is promising the public tax cuts.

Liz Truss, a right-wing politician of the 
Conservative Party, is currently favourite 
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to become Britain’s next prime minister, to 
replace scandal-hit Boris Johnson.
The 47-year-old entered Parliament in 
2010, and by 2014, she settled into her 
first cabinet position – secretary of state 
for environment, food and rural affairs 
under David Cameron. She since served 
under Theresa May and Johnson in various 
positions. In 2021, she was handed the 
top role of foreign secretary.

But she has not always been a Conservative. 
Raised by left-wing parents, she was a 
teenaged member of the centrist Liberal 
Democrats, and at 19, called for the 
abolition of the monarchy.

Now, “Truss is on the [Conservative] 
party’s right, and she is an instinctive 
free-trade libertarian and is not a natural 
supporter of levelling up,” David Jeffery, 
lecturer in British politics at the University 
of Liverpool, told Al Jazeera, referring to a 
policy touted by Johnson aimed at reducing 
inequality.

In the June 2016 referendum on European 
Union membership, Truss voted in 
contradiction to Johnson and was in favour 
of remaining in the bloc.

A recent YouGov survey found 31 percent 
intend to vote for Sunak, while 49 percent 
plan to vote for Truss.

Russia-Ukraine: Kyiv, 
Moscow hail Odesa grain 

shipment:

The first shipment of Ukrainian grain has 
left the Black Sea port of Odesa in a move 
hailed by Kyiv and Moscow. The ship is 
destined for Lebanon but will be jointly 
inspected off the coast of Istanbul under 
the terms of a UN-brokered deal. Ukraine 
has received a batch of four more US-
made high mobility artillery rocket systems 
(HIMARS), the country’s defence minister 
says.

“I’m grateful to POTUS and Sec. Def. 
Lloyd Austin III and the (U.S.) people for 
strengthening of UAarmy,” Oleksii Reznikov 
tweeted.

HIMARS have a longer range and are more 
precise than Ukraine’s Soviet-era artillery, 
allowing Ukrainian forces to hit Russian 
targets that were previously unreachable.
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Fact: Dead skin cells are a main ingredient in household dust

Here’s an interesting science fact for you: According to researchers at Imperial College 
London, humans shed around 200 million skin cells each hour—and they have to go 
somewhere when we’re indoors. If the idea of skin dust isn’t sitting well with you, you 
should know that a report from the American Chemical Society found that a skin oil 
called squalene naturally helps reduce indoor ozone levels by up to 15 percent.

Fact: The cornea is one of only 
two parts of the human body 
without blood vessels

The cornea is the clear part of the eye 
that covers the pupil and other parts of 
the eye. Cartilage and the cornea are the 
only types tissue in the human body that 
do not contain blood vessels, according to 
scientists at the Harvard Department of 
Ophthalmology’s Schepens Eye Research 
Institute. 
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Fact: A one-way trip on the 
Trans-Siberian Railway involves 
crossing 3,901 bridges

Not only is the Trans-Siberian Railway the 
longest railroad in Russia, but it’s also the 
longest one in the world. The journey takes 
seven days, during which time passengers 
pass through eight different time zones 
and cross 3,901 bridges.
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