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THE SIREN
There’s a question which must be asked… 
“How far down the rabbit hole are we going 
to go, have we opened up a can of worms, 
is Pandora’s Box overflowing, who the 
hell is Pandora, anyway?”  To be honest, 
us not sure where this all going. What we 
do know, is that we will tell THE TRUTH. 
Transparency and honesty is what us is 
getting known for. Now last week, I gave 
the Editor of The Sentinel a good tellin’ off. 
To spout forth a load of nonsense based 
on what they’re told to say, is just not 
good enough. To recap, SAMS DOES GET 
A SUBSIDY…. oh yes, It’s only for radio…
there’s the ‘smokescreen’. Now, I see The 
Independent tryin’ their luck at tryin’ to 
fool us all that they don’t get a subsidy 
or ‘funding’! I tell you what, I nearly peed 
myself when I read The Editorial from last 
week’s Independent. Mike Olsson trading 
as The Independent has suddenly become 
St Helena Independent Ltd.!! Check out 
what Ltd. means! “Ltd.” refers to limited 
liability, meaning the company’s 
owners are not personally responsible 
for the debts of the business.” I know 
why they went with this business plan? 
Now, just before this announcement, The 
Old Independent that was, received funding 
for a printer and some other print related 
bits & bobs from our generous friend Lord 
Ashcroft. 
 
Nice one…So theoretically, St Helena 
Independent Ltd. hasn’t received any 
subsidy yet…perhaps the Old Independent 
is letting the new Saint Helena Independent 
Ltd use their bit of gear? LOL. You the 
public are not walking about with your 

heads in the clouds are you, I think we are 
all managing to see through the smoke 
screens of kidology!  This is yet another 
attempt at thinking we are all naïve and 
stupid. For Pete’s sake Mr DEPENDENT…
you no better than The Sentinel.

No Further questions your honour! 
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Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Dear Editor,
I have been wanting to write to you for 
some time now because, though I think 
I understand your stated “non-political” 
standpoint,” I have to wonder how much 
news is generated on Saint Helena… and 
for that matter in the world, without one?

I must admit though, I thought I would 
have to wait for much longer before one 
of the most marketable, dramatic and best 
of all political headlines appeared on last 
week’s front page which declared “Media 
Plot to Close Printech?”

Not much has ever really surprised me, 
especially on Saint Helena, but this shook 
me to my very foundation. I understand 
that **** ****** has convinced Lord 
Cashcroft to not only subsidise his now 
self-admitted waning media effort, but to 
pay this subsidy three years in advance 
as I have heard he did. I have also been 
informed that **** has managed to 
convince Vince Thompson to make a 
sizeable contribution, allowing him to buy 
a printer and adequate supplies to cut off 
the private sector ‘print offering’.
My shock was felt on a number of different 
levels. Firstly, would **** be able to 
sustain his media offering for three years 
given his unstable health? Would he 
seriously get into bed with SAMS… the very 
organisation that was only established 
to destabilise him and if successful, put 

him out of business? Would SAMS be 
happy knowing their future would now be 
in **** ******’s hands? What about 
the intelligence level of Cashcroft? The 
pretence that this multi-billionaire used 
to assist **** in the first place, was that 
the private sector was competing against 
a wholly owned subsidised Government 
entity. It would be extremely interesting to 
hear how he might attempt to justify this 
latest move?

He clearly does not understand Saint 
Helena as much as he thinks he does. It 
is apparent that he has now interfered 
with the economy on Saint Helena by 
indirectly subsidising an already subsidised 
Government entity, this final statement 
shows that… I believe SAMS are entirely 
owned by Government.

Christian if I were you, I would communicate 
your discontent with Lord Ashcroft to the 
House of Lords and respectfully ask them 
if they support Lord Ashcroft attacking the 
very small private sector of Saint Helena? 
Whilst you are asking questions in the right 
places, why not also ask the ‘Department 
for International Development’ (or their 
current incarnation), if they support the 
way that their subsidy is being spent?

I believe your article reveals an undercurrent 
of many people, not just ****, who over 
value their individual importance, but it 
clearly raises many more questions than it 
actually answers. For example, if everything 
you printed was 100% accurate, I would 
have to wonder how **** would now 
be able to fund the wages of those at St 
FM, who I must admit, have also become 
political eunuchs since receiving around 
75% (three quarters) of the original annual 
£40,000.00 Cashcroft windfall… without 
even having the requirement to justify how 
the money was spent. Either the subsidy 
has actually been increased, or ST FM will 
no longer be getting the required 75% of 
the money.
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Clearly the intent is that once the opposition 
is destroyed, the commercial sky will be the 
limit and no new subsidy will be required. 
Would Government be happy with

that? Having wasted about a million 
pounds, already, trying to destroy **** 
and now having to admit that the enemy 
finally won?

Whilst I am on the subject of Government 
ownership and accountability, I believe 
I have clearly demonstrated that SAMS 
could only have one owner, but what is 
even more worrying, the same can be said 
of Mantis Hotel (this must warrant another 
piece in the paper!) The Bank of St Helena, 
Connect and to a lesser degree Solomon’s 
Insurance and the Shipping Contract. I 
have no hesitation in listing these facts 
because it is evident to me that when I 
make accusations that the Government are 
competing with the private sector in the 
Media industry, it is evident that Government 
have made numerous assaults against the 
private sector within most of the ‘on-island 
industries.’ How do Government defend 
themselves against this accusation? They 
declare all the aforementioned companies 
as part of the ‘private sector’. They just 
play us all for naive and simply bare-face 
lie to us, in order to give us the appearance 
of being fair.

In conclusion, you have to be more 
accepting of the “HUGE” role politics 
play in our life, but also state that Saint 
Helena politics are sh1t. The new system 
is no improvement on the old when the 
ministers, who should be able to correct 
this issue or at least make an attempt to 
justify their position, direct you to the civil 
servants to argue the Government case.

The only way forward for you my friend is 
to recognise that Government needs the 
scrutiny of a truly independent media and 
accept that you are now the only “truly 
independent” media provision, whilst 
trying in this role, to sort out this corruption 
through the United Kingdom Government.

May I also point out that the public that 
have so far adored your contribution to 
media, could assist you by ensuring that 
even more Independents are returned by 
the shops and make their second choice 
“The Sentinel”. How would **** take the 
fact that the Sentinel may possibly outsell 
him and maybe even one day soon have 
more copies printed of the Sentinel than 
the Independent? Now a question that we 
all know the answer to… would **** allow 
that to happen? Obviously not, so SAMS 
please wake up and smell the coffee, the 
end is nigh. Until next time happy reading 
and keep rattling those political cages, but 
watch the knives in your back. 
Best regards
Les

Dear Les,
You have raised some very valid points, 
which I hope inspire the people of Saint 
Helena to really start thinking and talking 
about… ‘what direction is the island going 
in?’

Being involved in media now, I will refrain 
from comment regarding the newspapers, 
but regarding Government, I think what 
you discuss, everybody is of aware of 
already. The question I would raise is… 
Who has the power & passion to introduce 
change?” Is it time for… “Out with the old 
and in with new?”
Keep writing…CC
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At home with Bella Lasagne
‘A place I call home’
 
Welcome
 
I got to thinking, nostalgia of home drives us to want that which is warm 
and comforting. We describe our mother’s cooking as akin to any 5 star 
Michelin chef and no one quite made cakes like Nana. Let’s put the kettle 
on shall we? 

This week’s trip is nostalgic of the warm and inviting shores that the island is 
re-known for, we’re still the same island but attitudes are changing because 
priorities are changing. It was predicted that St Helena would change and 
that a certain ruthlessness would set in because the pressure to reduce our 
reliance on the motherland would come. I am beginning to wonder if St 
Helena is being asked to do the impossible at the expense of the people. 
Are decisions being made based on advice given by the UK government 
who themselves are in a state of collapse, they can hardly be the source of 
all inspiration can they?

In difficult times people look towards the government for reassurance and it 
requires leadership that encompasses compassion, humility and the ability to 
empathize at all levels. Dr Corinda Essex did a wonderful thing on Saturday 
along with Councillor Ronald Coleman and it will set them apart forever, in 
those few moments they brought people back under the umbrella of their 
government and it showed true leadership.
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According to the World Economic Forum (WEF) there are three main 
responsibilities every government should have towards their citizens:

To protect
To provide

To invest in talent

The first two responsibilities are at the core of every conversation on St 
Helena and it is with a mixture of shock and disbelief that ‘scientific evidence’ 
should become the order of the day.
To invest in local talent especially young people is to empower the next 
generation, ensuring they have what they need to lead the island into the 
future. 

By the way there is a lot of skill and talent on St Helena, we don’t always 
have to go looking for it except in extreme circumstances. We have a good 
education system but there are stories; an ending scholarship legacy, degree 
students that disappear overseas as it’s felt the island is not providing the 
platforms to succeed. Trained electricians who’s advice are not heeded but 
overturned for the ‘newcomer’, qualified Saints who manage large health 
portfolios in the UK and don’t even make it to interview stage. What on 
earth is going on? 

When a government fully realises that it’s wealth lies in the hands of its own 
people we will see a generational strength that will keep people on island 
rather than leave. With blotchy, red faces we make all kinds of excuses 
for the exodus instead of taking stock, we cannot ask people why they are 
leaving while they’re boarding the plane. Let’s not make it easy for people 
to leave. 

There is a common thread here, people need protection, people need to be 
provided for and people need to be valued, St Helena’s foundations are built 
on the principles of caring for each other, to lose it is to lose ourselves.

Until next week, keep shining

Bella
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If The Truth Hurts

Mission Accomplished…

Printech St Helena Ltd
Directors:
Mr Christian Castell
Mr Simon Green

Your Publication “The Saint - Weekly Yarn” – published 21st July 2022

Your weekly publication dated 21stJuly contains several defamatory comments against 
St Helena Independent Ltd and/or its Directors.  We require you to cease and desist 
from publishing any further defamation forthwith.

On the front page of your publication it is suggested there is a media plot to close 
your printing business and St Helena Independent Ltd and/ or any of its Directors are 
involved in this plot.

There is also a suggestion on the same front page that a Director of St Helena Independent 
Ltd was motivated by vengeance rather than clearly defined business objectives when 
arrangements for the publication of the St Helena Independent were reorganised.

There are further defamatory comments targeting St Helena Independent Ltd  and/or 
Directors of the St Helena Independent Ltd elsewhere in the same edition of your weekly 
publication, These defamations will be listed in detail should there be cause to do so.

Should you ignore or decide not to observe our requirement to cease and desist from 
publishing any further defamation we, the directors of St Helena Independent Ltd, will 
institute legal action.

This letter will not preclude our option to proceed with legal action against what is 
already published in the ‘Saint’ at this stage.

Yours Sincerely,

St Helena Independent Ltd
Directors:
Mike Olsson Vince Thompson

A TALE OF ETHICS
PART 2
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ OPEN DAYS

The Island’s three Primary Schools – Harford, Pilling and St Pauls – will soon be hosting their an-
nual Open Days.

During the following times, the Schools will be open to parents, guardians and the general public:

School Date Time

St Pauls Primary School Wednesday, 27 July 
9am – 3pm

3.30pm – 5.30pm 

Pilling Primary School Thursday, 28 July
9.30am – 3pm 

4pm – 6pm
Harford Primary School Tuesday, 2 August 9.30am – 5.30pm

All are encouraged to attend the Open Days to see the Primary Schools in action and to view the 
children’s work.

SHG 
26 July 2022

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

RENTAL OF JAMESTOWN MARKET BUSINESS UNIT

The Treasury, Infrastructure & Sustainable Development Portfolio is inviting Expressions of Interest 

for the rental of business unit 9 in the Market, Jamestown.

Persons requiring further information should contact Sustainable Development Support Officer, 

Danni Thomas, via email: danni.thomas@sainthelena.gov.sh or on tel: (+290) 22470, Ext 268.

The closing date for Expressions of Interest is Monday, 8 August 2022.

SHG 

26 July 2022

(These units go dirt cheap, it’s the place to start a business)
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As per usual, us give you last week’s 
news de briefing, probably similar news 
this week too. In The Sentinel front 
page, lovely to see good ‘ol Assistant 
Purser all smiles. That pic is relevant 
to an article on Page 4 which tells 
us about CASH “Career Access Saint 
Helena”. This is an epic Government 
project designed to help our youngsters 
get focused and to assist in all areas of 
employment and careers. Good job. I 
must confess, there was a tonne of small 
writing, bit too much for my liking, but to 
promote anything for the wellbeing and 
education of the children is essential. 
Martin…we salute ya. If you got a few 
pennies spare, this would be a good one 
to help out. On pages 6&7 in Sentinel, 
messages of encouragement, words of 
reassurance from Saints abroad who 
have all the experience of living with 
COVID. These are comforting stories 
and I commend Liam Yon for promoting 
calm and sensible comment. Bit sad 
that Saint Helena Independent Ltd. 
has deemed it fit to scaremonger and 
petrify at every possible opportunity. 
The article on ‘work experience’, Page 
8, does go hand in hand with the CASH 
article and it’s always good to read about 
our youth enjoying their first steps in 
the work environment. Towards the rear 
end of The Sentinel, plenty of sporty 
news, the team at The Commonwealth 
Games are doing us all proud, thanks 

to the support team there too, making 
sure everything runs slick like. With the 
population in decline, I definitely notice 
a lot more job opportunities being 
advertised…

In this week’s Independent from 
Saint Helena Independent Ltd., can 
we just call it The Dependent, sorry, I 
mean The Independent, oh the irony? 
I won’t repeat any comment about 
the comical Editorial, but I was very 
interested to read about the Pharmacy 
going big. About time too, hopefully all 
that waiting will soon be over. Phone 
your repeat scripts in, collect from the 
nice lady who collects the cash…Now 
on Page 5, Vince gives us a hint that 
backbenchers are happy to open up! Not 
sure if he means coming out the closet 
luvvy, or doing away with quarantine. 
We will assume it’s the latter. We are 
told by most that we are ready! Time 
will tell. I personally reckon all be fine, 
wash ya hands, wear a mask… The one 
issue I have is that testing people on 
arrival will give many false negatives. 
If the virus is contracted at the airport 
of departure, it is quite likely not going 
to show up on a test a few hours later…
hmmm, food for thought! By the way, 
I don’t think Rob Midwinter looks 
anything like Mario Draghi. Pages 6&7 
in The Independent…more COVID 
news, some very interesting. Are we 
ready? Of course, favourite topic as 
usual is the Equiano Cable…question 
they raised a while ago which caught 
my attention is… “have we missed the 
Google Boat?” Let’s not see another 
White Elephant doing its dance at the 
gates of the Big White Building down by 
the seaside….

See ya later…alligator.
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I confess, I was caught uptown whilst 
this protest was taking place, I was very 
impressed with Leigh Richards reporting 
and photos…hats off girlie, you can write 
some more like this for us…Hope you don’t 
mind us doing a copy & paste…

An account of today’s march by Leigh 
Richards.

‘Despite the rain this morning, 
approximately 200+ protesters of all ages 
including 2 backbenchers Dr Corinda Essex 
and Ronald Coleman began to walk from 
Wellington House through Main Street onto 
the castle entrance to air their frustration 
and concerns not only relating to the 
opening up of our boarders on the 8th 
August but other topics as well.

The procession was led by a large banner 
“Different rules for you and me, we want 
our island covid-free” with a few people 
carrying smaller banners with messages to 
our ministers.

Apart of the procession the creative Mr 
Peter Young dressed his van up with a 
board saying “Remember, Remember, 
that December twenty-twenty” with 

photographs showing 
some of the ministers 
who were against home 
quarantine then but now 
for opening the island.

Shortly after the 
procession arrived at the 
castle entrance, the four 
ministers, remaining five 
backbenchers and Chief 
Secretary came out from 
the castle to listen to the 
protesters.

By this time more protesters had joined 
the 200+ to listen.

Ronald Coleman took to the limelight 
thanking the people for supporting the 
march.

He went on to raising a few pointers giving 
to him by the organisers with regards to 
the petition and other topics.

He ended by stating “that those wishing to 
come to the island, they are very welcome 
but should be prepared to spend 5 days 
in lockdown and everything comes with a 
price.”

This statement had the protesters in 
agreement with the main organiser Mrs 
Olive Brown words.
Ronald then invited anybody to speak 
before the petition was handed over to the 
Chief Minister Julie Thomas.

One member of public spoke before the 
organiser hand over to the Chief Minister 
to address the protesters.

During the Chief Minister’s response, she 

Protest March 
23rd July 2022
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was interrupted many times by dissatisfied 
protesters who told her that she was telling 
them what they already know as she was 
repeating what was in the papers.

One lady asks the chief minister “all we are 
asking is one small thing and that’s to test 
the people when they arrive”, protesters 
supported her by shouting yes. 

Many other strong points relating to the 
opening of the island was expressed and the 
Chief Minister tried her best in answering 
but before she could finish, she was shut 
down by another protestor.

Another lady said “we down here like fools, 
it’s nothing going to change cause you’ll on 
that side for everything. Did you’ll came 
first and ask us”.

The Chief Minister tried to answer but was 
again shutdown by the protestors arraying 
NO.

Tensions were high at this time from 
protestors, so the Chief Minister ask them 
if they’d like for her to continue and a 

gentleman shouted “try it in the bin.”

Another gentleman told them “They need 
to listen to the St Helena people as well”, 
the Chief Minister said “just remember this 
is a good crowd here and I thank them 
for coming but it’s not everybody on St 
Helena.”

On this comment the organiser Mrs Olive 
Brown presented the petition with 1301 
signatures which is about 25+% of the 
island’s population to the Chief Minister.

The Chief Minister then thanked everybody 
and when asked about when the community 
can expect a reply she said “I’ll send you 
what I was going to say and what I started 
to say” 

Some dissatisfied protestors shouted “the 
best thing you’ll can do is resign.”

The Chief Minister then thanked all present 
and walked back into the castle with a few 
of her fellow councillors.

It’s interesting now to see what happens?’



14The Saint Issue 10 28 of July 2022

SnippetS, Giggles, & Tings!

23rd July 2022 The Castle Jamestown

Saint Helena…where we all get half as much for twice the price….

Is it 3 or 4 months…T Rex Stacker…what the????

Private sector are having to cut back, pay ourselves less to survive! Can 
Gov. cut back on fat cat salaries to help out? Could those earning over 30K 
perhaps manage on less? Seems Gov. aren’t doing the best job, but still 
earning the best bucks… One minister once said to me… “No one should be 
earning more than 30K on island” …Fair Comment!

If it ain’t broke…don’t fix it…

It’s not the lie that bothers me…
It’s the insult to my intelligence I 
find offensive!

Live it to the full…there’s food in da 
fridge, a roof over my head, let life 
be good.
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From The Book Of Love & Hope….

The Pregnant Mother need to hear busting 
or bursting fireworks going off when its 
over. Give her a cup of hot tea or a strong 
cup of Ovaltine or coffee.

Hats stop the blood from clotting in your 
head.

For head Aches, Quality Street Sweets 
will help, fish cakes, black puddings and 
coconut fingers too.
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Myanmar.

Myanmar, a place most of us know as 
Burma says executions of four anti-coup 
activists were ‘justice for the people’ I 
had no idea that such atrocious actions 
were still carried out.

Killing of four anti-coup activists has 
been met with widespread international 
outrage. Myanmar’s military-led 
government has defended the execution 
of four pro-democracy activists, even 
as international condemnation over the 
killings grew.

Major General Zaw Min Tun, spokesman 
of the military government that seized 
power in a coup last year, said the 
executions – the first to take place in 
the country in decades – were lawful 
and not “personal”. All four were 
sentenced to death 
in secretive trials in 
January and April 
after being accused 
of involvement in 
violent resistance 
against the military 
since it seized 
power on February 
1, 2021 – charges 
which were denied 
by their defenders.

Analysis: Increased Israel-Iran 
confrontations risk war

Regional tensions will continue even if 
the nuclear deal between Iran and the 
West is restored. The tension between 
Iran and Israel continues to grow, and 
with the nuclear deal between Tehran and 
the West looking increasingly unlikely 
to be restored, further escalation might 
be a possibility.

Events last month in Turkey highlight 
the seriousness of the situation.
Five Iranians, who were reportedly 
tasked with assassinating a former 
Israeli diplomat and other Israeli citizens 
in Turkey, were arrested by a Turkish 
special unit in Istanbul, although Iran 
denied any involvement.

And last week, Iran arrested what it 
said was a Mossad cell suspected of 
attempting to carry out attacks on 
sensitive sites in the country.

Meanwhile, Iran and the United States 
continue to trade accusations about 
who is to blame for the deadlock in 
nuclear deal negotiations.

In Tehran, the position towards the 
nuclear deal is largely the same as 
before, Trita Parsi, executive vice 

president at the 
Quincy Institute 
for Responsible 
Statecraft, said.

When world leaders 
start discussing and 
dis’putin’…it gets 
me worried!!
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Bergen County, USA
Richard Cottingham: Infamous ‘Torso 
Killer’ has been charged in cold case 
murder of a New York woman. He is a 
serial killer convicted in the deaths of 
11 women across New York and New 
Jersey and has now been charged with 
another murder in a 54-year-old cold 
case.

On Wednesday, Richard Cottingham was 
charged with second-degree homicide 
over the killing of 23-year-old dance 
school instructor Diane Cusick. While 
he has claimed he was responsible 
for up to 100 homicides, authorities 
in New York and New Jersey have 
officially linked him to only a dozen so 
far, including Cusick’s death. He has 
been imprisoned since 1980, when he 
was arrested after a motel maid heard 

a woman screaming inside his room. 
Authorities found her alive but bound 
with handcuffs and suffering from bite 
marks and knife wounds.
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It’s The way Forward  

Please, please do not deregulate this 
opportunity to save Sure’s you know 
what!

Available early 2023 in St Helena, 
Elon Musk’s Starlink offers high-
speed, low-latency broadband 
internet in remote and rural locations 
across the globe. With a cost of 
£80 per month and with a one-time 
hardware cost of £480, the SpaceX 
Company is offering download speed 
of between 50-250 Mbps and upload 
speeds of between 10-20 Mbps. And 
most amazingly of all there are no 
download limits at all! These high 
speeds enable video calls, online 
gaming, streaming, and other high 
data rate activities that historically 
have not been possible with satellite 
internet. Users also have the option 
to take Starlink with them via the 
portability feature, giving unlimited 

downloads on 
your phone as well as 

at home! It’s not just for those 
at home, Starlink offers the chance 
to expand St Helena’s business 
profile, with business users being 
offered download speeds of up to 
350 Mbps, enabling connectivity for 
offices of up to 20 users, storefronts, 
and demanding workloads across 
the globe.

The website informs us that Starlink 
currently has 2200 satellites in orbit, 
with another 200+ coming online 
soon. Availability for Starlink in St 
Helena comes online in early 2023, 
but this is subject to regulatory 
approval. Given the massive 
infrastructure costs associated 
with running fibre across the island 
and the ongoing discussions with 
Sure, could Starlink offer a faster, 
more accessible internet that could 
transform the island into a 21st 
Century technology hub. With 
the internet comes opportunities 
for economic growth, educational 
advances for our children, and the 
chance to enhance the profile of our 
beautiful island.
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Fact: Sudan has more pyramids 
than any country in the world

Not only does Sudan have more pyramids 
than Egypt, but the numbers aren’t even 
close. While 138 pyramids have been 
discovered in Egypt, Sudan boasts around 
255. 

Fact: There are parts of Africa in 
all four hemispheres

It may be surprising to find out exactly 
how huge the continent of Africa is. For 
instance, it spans all four hemispheres and 
covers nearly 12 million square miles.
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Olena Zelenska and Volodymyr Zelenskyy

No real reason for this ‘Share’…but an inspirational couple who we could all 
learn a thing or two from. Awesome Picture.
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Fuel
Prices
Suck

internet slow 
from unsure

No power 
from DISconnect

Saints 
Rule 
OK!

Stay
strong
Printech

Lets 
open 
up!

Wall of shame

Eddie for 
Governor! 

Will things get better?

Lets keep
 

Quarantine.
 

Send in your bit of Graffiti, we’ll write it on the wall….…let’s fill the wall 
up…..Week by Week…..Anything Goes…. thesaint@helanta.co.sh



thesaint@helanta.co.sh


