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THE SIREN
Happy Thursday Saint Helena…it’s the 
14th July and I reckon Scruffy August is 
a bit premature. How was that weather 
last weekend, the poor girls at The Miss 
Saint Helena Pageant must have had 
icicles in places they didn’t want icicles! 
I really enjoyed the evening; a tonne of 
work went into all the organising and 
to achieve all of that in one month is 
simply superb. All the girls looked “Ab 
Fab Baby!” Well done to Darrin & Sharon 
plus all the helpers. Tracey Williams, 
you are at every island event, grafting, 
fixing, cleaning…a Rockstar award is in 
the post, a bit like the cheque!!

There is still a lot of anxiety and fear 
about the date 8th August, opening up 
date. I am trying to put it out there… 
there shouldn’t be chaos and panic, we 
will all get through this, not only from 
a health issue, but also the fuel price 
and shop goods escalation prices…it’s a 
worry, but let’s all just be here for each 
other and once Putin has been lashed, 
beaten and had all his toe nails ripped 
out with a pair of rusty pliers, one at a 
time…we will recover.

“We all need somebody to lean on”, 
listen to the lyrics from the great Bill 
Withers, personally I’ve had a pretty 
hectic July, I am truly grateful to you all 
for being so compassionate in my hour 
of need…I know I have a huge family 
here to lean on…Thank you all.
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One-Legged Mechanic THE
Weekly
Yarn

Johnny, The One-Legged Mechanic, was chatting 
with me about his cousin in America. He says that 
he was going to be bringin’ the family over for a 
holiday in August, as soon as the quarantine thing 
gone. It was at this moment I started to mention 
that The Ladder be closed then for repairs, I also 
tell him that Side Path Road not working…you know 
what…he went quite crack with himself, ravin’ on about “when that bloody island going 
to get things back on track.” So now, he’s cancelled the whole thing and said he only 
comin’ over when s*&t working proper, like.

This whole thing got us thinking. What about starting a tourist company which takes 
people back in time. Let’s face it, us is at least 30 years in the past. Us reckon that a 
lot of folks in the big world would pay a lot of money for going without, going without 
tatas, eggs, havin’ power outages, dirty water sometimes, filthy rundown buildings…us 
will call it “Vintage Adventures” or “Prehistoric Pastimes”. Rock fishing, rabbit hunting, 
wood chopping and of course one of the favourites…Donkey Training.

You might be thinking us really gone crack, but…in 
the big world, people is tired of the rushing about 
and have everything working all the time. Trains is on 
time, everything functions well, everything available 
in the shops. You don’t even have to go shopping 
these days, order it all online and it’s delivered the 
next day. Crummins, imagine that here... Solomon’s 
and Thorpe’s vans bombing round the island delivering 
all your bits that’s 
not available…empty 
vans is what they be 
driving!

I know that a lot of top celebrities in Hollywood and 
famous people would like to hide away from all the 
photographers and people in da street…they could hang 
out here for a few weeks, even fly here in their own little 
private jets. Let’s face it, us is friendly and we would only 
talk about them behind their backs, I reckon us lot too 
shy to say anything direct, like?

So…there we have it, I think I will get hold of Matt down 
tourism and run this one by him, he just been away, pity 
I didn’t get this gem to him sooner….
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I have had several people make enquiries 
about ‘Donkey Shopping’. I don’t mean 
using a donkey to go shopping, but 
actually shopping for a donkey. I have 
done a bit of research and come up 
with the following information. Please 
read carefully before going ahead with 
your purchase. The best way to avoid 
problems when buying a donkey is to 
ensure you follow these steps:

• Always meet the donkey at least once 
before you commit to buy. Never buy 
‘unseen’ through the internet, social 
media or advertisements in papers, 
magazines, and animals ‘offered free to 
a good home’ etc.

• Before you visit a donkey, make sure 
you have a very clear, written down 
idea of what will best suit you, your 
environment and what you have to offer 
the animal. This helps stop unsuitable 
emotional purchases.

• Always take another person with you 
to act as a witness – preferably an 
experienced donkey owner – or consult 
your local donkey welfare 
adviser.

• When you meet the 
donkey make sure you at 
least catch them in a stable 
and in a larger area, lead 
them around, groom them 
and check they have all 
four of their feet and two 
big ears.

• Make a list of questions in advance 
to ask the seller about the physical and 
behaviour traits of the donkeys they are 
selling. Ask lots of questions about the 
history and behaviour of the animal, 
what training and handling they have 
received and health problems they have 
experienced. You don’t want a grumpy 
donkey!

• If you have any doubts about the 
behaviour of the animal, ask to see the 
seller handle them and be prepared to 
visit them again another day before 
making a final decision.

• Don’t let emotions cloud your 
judgment – this is why we recommend 
taking another experienced person with 
you. This is a long-term commitment 
and you want to give the right donkey 
the right home.

• Be prepared to walk away from 
donkeys that are not suitable for you 
and your level of experience. It is 
important you can give a long-term 
home to a donkey whose company you 

can safely enjoy.

• If you are buying a 
pedigree or miniature 
donkey, which could be 
extremely expensive, 
consider seeking the 
services of a vet to check 
your prospective purchase.

Get confirmation in writing 
from the seller that the 
donkey is what they say it 
is.

Things To Remember When Donkey Shopping!
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REQUEST FOR QUOTATION
Reference: AS-1624-SHG
St Helena Government (SHG) has issued 
an Invitation to Tender for the provision of 
performance audit services locally on St 
Helena Island.
Full documentation and the specifications can 
be found on the SHG e-procurement system 
which can be accessed via: 
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/sainthelena 
following registration on the system.
User guides are available via the ‘Supplier 
Information’ tab to assist prospective 
suppliers registering on the e-procurement 
system.
Any questions in the interim should be 
addressed to the Procurement Office for the 
attention of Deputy Head of Procurement, 
Nicola Young. Nicola can be contacted via 
email: nicola.young@sainthelena.gov.sh.
The deadline for submissions is 12 noon 
(GMT) on Monday, 18 July 2022.
SHG
5 June 2022

Annie’s Launderette

Will be closed from

Monday 18th July to Friday 22nd July.

Reopen Monday 25th July at 8 a.m.

Thanks for your patience and 
understanding.

Apologises for any inconvenience &

Thank you for all your

Continued custom and support.
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SnippetS!
Everyone talks about going forward…then, in the next breath they say... ‘The 
Good ‘Ol Days’…maybe we should be tryin’ to go backwards?

All those in favour of cleaning up buildings and historical sightseeing 
places before The Tourists come, like The Ladder 
Hill Fort Entrance, say “I” … “I, I, I Me Too, I, I, 

I” …So That’s unanimous…Us want to be proud!

Us is more than halfway to Christmas…Crummins!!

If so many roads not working or open and the best tourism 
attractions is closed…will tourists still want to visit?

Melody Madison Thomas: “If you pump lots & lots of hot water into or up your 
backside, stool, bum or rectum, you won’t get cancer in the bowels. (The Book Of 
Love & Hope) One more for this week from the same book…: If you eat lots & lots 
of ‘corn on the cobs’ and sauces, all kinds and sweet corn, you won’t get cancer 
in the fingers and hands. 
(Okay. Thank you for dat!)

Wahoo in batter is absolutely amazing…give it some bite though!

Martin…come back, your people need you!

Please watch out for rockfalls in the wet weather, by 
constantly looking up, you will see one coming, even if you 

don’t see the car in front stop!

Cows that live on the slopes of Saint Helena must have 
two legs longer than the other…otherwise they might 
fall over! 
(Don’t be so Daft)

I started off with nothing, and I still got a lot of it left.

Bank robbery on Saint Helena is not an option!
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Now, I spent a fair bit of time trying to soak 
up all the info from both The Independent 
& The Sentinel Both papers last week had 
a good chunk of advertising, over 20 pages 
in The Independent and The Sentinel each, 
of which 18 adverts were for Government 
employment. I was shocked at how many 
SHG positions are available. Either all the 
employable people are leaving the island 
or SHG is beefing up the workforce! I did 
enjoy a bit of variety in The Sentinel, it’s 
hard to find fresh topics to write about 
when all us is hearing about is Fuel Prices 
and Covid/Quarantining. Well done Liam 
Yon on the real breakdown of the fuel 
prices. Even I understand the pricing 
now…good job. What I did deduce from 
this was that if you have a 50-litre fuel 
tank it will cost you £12.50 just to fill the 
car up…don’t confuse yourself now, that’s 
£12.50 to have Solomon’s fill it up, the 
fuel costs £52.50!! I’m guessing there’s 
about 6 staff at any one shift working the 
pumps in Town & HTH combined…last time 
I looked, a wage for pumping petrol wasn’t 
more than about £650.00 per month…
That’s about £4,000.00 on wages. Would 
it be fair to say there’s about 1000 cars 
that refuel per month on average, I mean 
some might fill up twice a month and 
others only fill up every other month, it’s a 
bit of a guess, some can’t afford to fill up 
at all, but I don’t think it’s an unrealistic 
guess. Now listen now, 1000 cars with a 
50-litre tank would total up about £12,500 

of income for “operating the petrol & diesel 
pumps.” Made me wonder where the other 
£8,500 is going? I appreciate there is other 
operational expenses…but really!! I reckon 
SHG could sharpen their duty pencil a bit 
as well… if we all have to make sacrifices, 
no better way to lead, than by example! 
Just sayin’.

I also liked the half page story on “When 
The Lights Go Out” Sentinel page 11. For 
a moment I thought it was the sequel to 
‘making more babies’ but was enlightened 
to discover it was about the power cuts 
us keep experiencing. Connect told The 
Sentinel that these outages were being 
investigated and said that they believed, 
“the cause may be associated with a 
customer’s commercial equipment,” 
watch out for a bit of ‘buck passing’…. 
hmmmm. I must say, I was also getting 
a bit bitchy about the power going on and 
off every 10 minutes this last Saturday, I 
kept missing all the wickets ‘in da cricket 
man!’ Last bit in The Sentinel page 2, 
I will chirp about was this one flight per 
week nonsense. I reckon that the airline is 
subsidised one way or another, you can’t 
fly in and out half empty and make a profit, 
no sir! I simply don’t think you will fill this 
plane up every week. If we had one from 
Cape Town and then one from Joburg…
maybe, but still, I don’t think so…one per 
month from UK would be a damn fine idea 
too, what yo’all reckon? Another petition 
please JC!

Rock n Roll yo’all…Be good, be kind, be 
careful…if you can’t be careful…buy a pram!

Senior Citizens Protest March
We received a very concerned call today 
from one of the islands’ senior citizens. She 
announced that all senior citizens and members 
of the public are encouraged to join a PROTEST 
MARCH on 21st July at 10.00am from The 
Consulate Hotel to the Castle. The intent is to 
bring to the attention of Government that:
THE ELDERLEY DO NOT WANT QUARANTINE 
LIFTED
They are asking all people on island for support 
at this time.
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On Saturday 9th July, as the wind howled 
and the temperature dropped to what felt 
like sub-zero, I made my way up to Prince 
Andrew School for the 2022 Miss Saint 
Helena pageant. The rain blew sideways 
as I entered the hall and I could feel the 
buzz if anticipation amongst the mumbling 
whispers of people as they made their way 
to the main hall. The place was packed, 
as it is every time this pageant comes 
about, Darrin and Sharon looked a little 
tense, but clearly in control. I took my 
seat and quite unexpectedly, Nicola Essex 
emerged from behind the huge drape of a 
curtain and welcomed everyone. Next up, 
she introduced us to the four judges. Joey 
George, Derrick Richards, Kylie Hercules & 
Elsie Hughes, snaked their way across the 
hall to seat themselves in the four hotspots, 
right in front of the catwalk. Well done to 
the four judges for remaining unknown 
up to that point…we know you can keep a 
secret!

At this time, all the usual parading, hand 
on hip twirling and questions were put to 
each young lady, one at a time. Each had 
their special moment on the prestigious 
walk. It really can’t be easy at such a 
tender, inexperienced age, to have some 
unrehearsed questions fired at you and 
be expected to respond with the perfect 
answers, without hesitation, with over 400 
people who you likely know watching and 
listening. Everyone waiting with baited 
breath to hear the answers. To be quite 
honest, I was duly impressed. Very little 
hesitating, the odd silence left all the 
audience holding their breath…willing 
for the answer to appear and of course…
it eventually came. One of the highlights 
of the pageant this year was a showreel, 
presented by each contestant on a place 
on island. This caught the attention of 

everyone there. The girls true character 
shone through, showing no nerves and 
really educating us all on certain details 
of each of the places. A Saint FM Media 
Award for this was presented by Tammy 
from Saint FM and the winner is…. 
Paige Williams…well done Paige.

   Paige Williams

At one stage, all twelve girls changed into 
their evening wear and WOW…their true 
beauty really shone through. I suppose if 
you were asking one of these ladies out on 
a date, this might be how they would dress 
up, really did make them shine. I personally 
loved the first young lady’s gown, a highly 
sequinned, shiny number which really set 
the bar high. All the gals looked amazing.
After two or three rounds of questions and 
clothes changing, the judges announced 
the five contestants who had made it 
through to the last round.

Five faces of glee were guided back stage 
after their final question and whilst the 
judges deliberated on the final results, in 
a musically filled interlude by Marty Plato 

Miss Saint Helena 2022
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and that other fella, what’s his name…all 
twelve girls were ushered back on stage….

Marty & Christian

With a subtle roll of drums, the runners 
up were announced, well done to Kerisha 
Francis, second runner up, Shanice Phillips 
first runner up and finally, the moment we 
had all waited for whilst brushing off the 
icicles which had grown on the end of my 
nose …Crummins, I was cold up there!!

Ladies & Gentlemen, this year’s Miss 
saint Helena 2022 is… Aliyah Crowie… 
the next thing I knew, was loud applause 
and bangers going off with confetti paper 
drifting down like colourful snowflakes, the 
stage was set for a truly fantastic event, 
and that’s exactly what we got.

      Aliyah Crowie

Well done again to all twelve ladies and 
also to Darrin & Sharon for all the hard 
work, it is an effort of this nature which 
truly keeps the special spirit and heartbeat 
of Saint Helena beating.
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The winter rain and crappy weather is 
here, luvvy! I don’t see much action on 
Sidepath Road and I’m not surprised. 
Of late, a boat would be more suitable 
anywhere on the island, or perhaps 
a swimming donkey. I heard that 
this road was going to be sorted by 
October!! Whaaaat? I wonder whether 
the weather was taken into account, 
maybe it’s October 2023 they is talking 
about? As a result of Sidepath being 
closed for so long and us having to 
use Constitution, have you seen 
the state of Constitution? I’m not 
kidding, it’s a mess. The corners 
have all been chewed up and it 
won’t be long before that’s being 
repaired. I still can’t figure out, 
or remember, what the original 
plan was for Sidepath? Was it 
to widen it? Was it to make it 
better for heavy goods coming 
from Rupert’s? Perhaps it was for 
wall demolition! What’s going to 
happen with the road coming up 
from Rupert’s to Sidepath. That 

has to be one of the worst roads on the 
whole of the Island? When that has to 
be widened or strengthened, Haul Road 
here we come! Fuel prices and having 
to use Haul Road going to be makin’ 
some people weep in their beer!! It 
was suggested that traffic lights be 
introduced on to the island, here in 
The Saint, a few issues back…maybe 
this could still be a consideration whilst 
repairs are going on. It does work all 
over the world, tried and tested…yes 
sir! By the time all these roads have 
been widened, made safe and who 
knows what else…the 100’s of 1000’s 
spent might have paid for a coastal 
road, or…wait for it…A TUNNEL!! The 
remotest tunnel in the world, perhaps 
the eighth wonder of Saint Helena? Just 
sayin’…LOL

Let’s see if we have any law suits against 
‘whoever’ when we have to replace torn 
up tyres & broken suspension.

Johnny …drop us a line and let us all 
know what’s cookin’ up the hill?

Constitution Chaos
& Sad ‘Ol Sidepath!
(A Tail Of Despair!)
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Preparation of subgrade and sub-base: The subgrade is the natural soil on which 
the concrete slab is laid. It must be cleaned, shaped, and levelled. It is properly and 
uniformly compacted with a roller (this could bring the wall down!). It is brought 
to the true grade and profile. It should be seen that the subgrade has Uniform strength 
over its entire width and it extends at least 300 mm on either side of the width 
to be concreted. If any local weak spots are found, they should be removed and 
strengthened by placing new material which is compacted by hand tamping. Where 
the subgrade consists of soft clay or at places where subsoil water trouble is anticipated, 
a suitable under-drainage system should be provided. On the prepared subgrade, an 
insulating layer of 75 mm thick sand is provided. It is thoroughly wetted so that it may 
not absorb the water of concrete. It also allows easy creep of the concrete slab on the 
top of layer. Sometimes, special waterproof paper is used instead of sand layer as an 
insulating material. This paper prevents any absorption of water by the subsoil or by the 
subgrade.

Joking besides…I took a trip over to Constitution, and Rupert’s…seeing is believing!!!

If it’s not broken…don’t fix it!
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UK & Europe

Whilst we freeze our tits off on Saint 
Helena, The UK and Europe is experiencing 
a heatwave and is expected to hit a peak 
on Monday as temperatures build towards 
35C in parts of the UK. A rare amber 
warning for much of England and Wales 
has been issued from midnight on Sunday. 
That means there could be a danger to 
life or potential serious illness from the 
scorching temperatures. So far 31.7C has 
been recorded in Wisley, Surrey, 31.5C in 
Charlwood, Surrey, and 31.3C at Heathrow, 
West London. Extreme heat is hitting 
Europe with Seville reaching 42C while 
France, Germany and Italy are expected 
to experience similar highs.

Japan

Japanese have turned out in their hundreds 
to bid farewell to former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, who dominated the country’s 
politics before his resignation in 2020, and 
died after being shot at a campaign rally 
last week. His assassination on Friday by 
an unemployed man using a homemade 
gun shocked a nation where both gun 
crime and political violence are extremely 
rare.

Crowds packed pavements lined by police 
as Abe’s hearse left central Tokyo’s Zojoji 
Temple early on Tuesday afternoon. People 
shouted, clapped and waved as the vehicle 
passed, with some holding flowers.

UN to probe killing of 
children in Ukraine, Ethiopia, 
Mozambique

UN officials will investigate the killing and 
wounding of children in Ukraine, Ethiopia 
and Mozambique, UN chief Antonio 
Guterres said in a new report that found 
2,515 children were killed and 5,555 
maimed in global conflicts in 2021.
The annual “Children and Armed Conflict” 
report released on Monday also verified the 
recruitment and use of 6,310 children in 
conflicts globally in 2021. Other violations 
the report covered included abductions, 
sexual violence, school and hospital 
attacks, and denial of aid during conflicts.



17The Saint Issue 8 14 of July 2022

Ukraine

A Ukrainian air raid in the Russian-occupied 
Kherson region has killed seven people and 
injured dozens, Russia’s TASS news agency 
has reported. Meanwhile, five people were 
killed when Russian forces shelled Ukraine’s 
second-largest city Kharkiv and its broader 
region, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy says, Russian forces have 
conducted unsuccessful ground assaults 
northwest of Sloviansk and west of Donetsk 
city, and continued air and artillery raids 
around Bakhmut city, according to the 
Institute for the Study of War. More than 
8.7 million people have fled Ukraine since 
Russia invaded. 

Many have sought refuge in neighbouring 
states. The latest – and still growing – 
count had 4,472,349 people entering 
Poland, 786,839 Romania, 1,518,394 
Russia, 905,104 Hungary, 523,707 
Moldova, 569,702 Slovakia, and 16,668 
entering Belarus. Most of the arrivals have 
been women and children. All men aged 
between 18 and 60 have been asked to 
remain in Ukraine to fight.
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James Webb Space Telescope
revealing our universe

“This slice of the vast universe covers a patch of sky approximately the size 
of a grain of sand held at arm’s length by someone on the ground,” NASA.

The first look at our universe captured by the newly launched James Webb 
Space Telescope (JWST) is a truly breathtaking kaleidoscope of distant stars 
and galaxies in an ocean of darkness. Each point of light is its own galaxy,  
each with its own stars, each with their own planets. How can anyone say 

that life does not exist anywhere else in the universe?
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“The image shows the galaxy cluster 
SMACS 0723 as it appeared 4.6 billion 
years ago. The combined mass of this 
galaxy cluster acts as a gravitational 
lens, magnifying much more distant 
galaxies behind it. Webb’s NIRCam 
has brought those distant galaxies 
into sharp focus - they have tiny, faint 
structures that have never been seen 
before, including star clusters and 
diffuse features. Researchers will soon 
begin to learn more about the galaxies 
- masses, ages, histories, and 
compositions, as Webb 
seeks the earliest 
galaxies in the 
universe.” 
- NASA

NASA has 
r e l e a s e d 
some more 
images of 
familiar celestial 
scenes, such as the 
Planetary Nebula NGC 
3132. By comparing these 
new images with those taken by Hubble 
Space Telescope we can see just how 
vastly better JWST is. The new detail 
is incredible and will allow scientists to 
delve deeper into the nature of physics 
in the greater universe.

Here is some of what NASA had to say 
regarding the nebula:

The dimmer star at the center of this 
scene has been sending out rings of 
gas and dust for thousands of years in 
all directions, and NASA’s James Webb 
Space Telescope has revealed for the 
first time that this star is cloaked in 
dust.

Two cameras aboard Webb captured the 
latest image of this planetary nebula, 

cataloged as NGC 3132, and 
known informally as the 

Southern Ring Nebula. 
It is approximately 

2,500 light-years 
away.

Webb will allow 
a s t r o n o m e r s 

to dig into many 
more specifics 

about planetary 
nebulae like this 

one  - clouds of gas and 
dust expelled by dying stars. 

Understanding which molecules are 
present, and where they lie throughout 
the shells of gas and dust will help 
researchers refine their knowledge of 
these objects.

Hubble Webb
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Stephan’s Quintet

Carina Nebula
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Fuel
Prices
Suck

Saints 
Rule 
OK!

Lets 
open 
up!

Wall of shame

Eddie for 
Governor! 

Lets keep
 

Quarantine.
 

Send in your bit of Graffiti, we’ll write it on the wall….…let’s fill the wall 
up…..Week by Week…..Anything Goes…. thesaint@helanta.co.sh



congratulations
ALIYAH CROWIE

miss st helena 2022


