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THE SIREN
I was buzzin’ round town last Friday, 
doin’ my deliveries and I felt a crazy 
sense of anxiety, all over the place. 
The looks on people’s faces, the quiet 
buzz of concerned whispering. There 
are nervous smiles amongst people 
of authority, a kind of… ‘they know 
something we don’t know’, look about 
them! It worries me…a bit. To be honest, 
I had a bloody hard week last week and 
then I looked forward to going down to 
do the deliveries and all I felt and saw 
was…anxiety.

I ruffled my feathers, shook the dust off 
and kept smiling. But, what’s this now 
about another fuel hike…It feels like 
there’s no end and everything getting’ 
worser! When will it end and how will it 
end? This Putin bloke has upturned the 
entire world. How can the top countries 
in the world continue to let that fool 
destroy the global economy and create 
starvation to so many? I reckon them 
American and British special forces 
blokes could easily slip into Russia and 
do him in…why not? They could make 
it look like one of his own done it. They 
done it before. That Kim Jong-
Un fella done away with his 
own Brother at an Airport in 
Kuala Lumpur in 2017. Got him 
with a nerve agent. I wouldn’t 
be a bit surprised if the North 
Koreans, the Chinese and Putin 
are all in cahoots and about to take 
over the world!

Whatever happens, you know what’s for 
sure? We all living on what’s probably 
the safest place on the planet. Things 
are going to get tough, but the tough get 
going. Let’s all be there for one another, 
give lifts, make up lift clubs for work 
journeys, share a meal with an elderly 
neighbour…keep giving to those who 
need…you’ll see. We ain’t going to die 
from Covid, we won’t starve and we’ll 
keep rocking, right to the end. Keep 

shining, onwards and upwards…
catch yo’all on da flip side, 

by da seaside.

Any spare ‘tatas 
knockin’ bout?
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Can We Help The Panic Mechanic? THE
Weekly
Yarn

Now listen now…Johnny, The One-Legged Mechanic 
bumped into me down The Star last Friday…you 
know what. He looked right scared! I says, “Hey 
Johnny, what’s happening?” He gave me that 
twitchy eye thing and pointed his eyes outside and 
began to walk out the door. I followed him to the 
post office and we sat beneath the peeling paint on 
that shiny bench in the corner.

“You know what?” he says… “I’m getting brown 
marks in my briefs. I had my ol lady’s Mamma over and us all reckon the opening up 
to Covid and this living with Covid thing is a big mistake. I don’t know how the old 
people going to manage. Half of ‘em don’t even have cars. How they going to get help if 
they get sick. How they going to get through to the hospital when the phone is always 
engaged, how Larry going to cope driving around the whole island helping people? Why 
hasn’t them top folk in the big white building down there not had some public meetings 
for the ol folk. You know what…they got these Covid letters in the papers, but my ol 
lady and others ain’t too sharp at reading. Few of da fellas been sayin’ same ting. Them 
lot down there need to be helping the elderly understand what’s happening. It ain’t no 
good doing all this changing stuff and whatnot. You know, I went to go and speak to 
the reception lady at the bank and there was a sign on the door sayin’ I can’t go in, no 
more. I gotta deal with it at counter No. 5! Other people tellin’ me dat all sorts of stuff 
changin’, new rules and dat. Nuther thing, what about dis fuel price?

Cruuuumins, I can’t cope no more. I 
got two donkeys, 1000 face masks and 
a dozen eggs coming on the next ship, 
but I got no ideas how much anything 
going to cost, because the freight keeps 
changing. It feels like there’s a big plan, 
like a disaster about to happen. I know 
that we can’t be without this Covid thing 
forever, but we don’t understand what 
going to happen and no one’s really tellin’ 
us nuttin. We going to have to wear a 
mask? If we stand a meter apart, the 
bank queue going to go down past Chad’s 
Shop, I reckon?”

I listened with a concerned look about 
me… “You know what?” I says…

“Don’t worry too much brother, we all here 
to help each other, no matter what, and 
you know what them lot down there can 
do? Come now, let’s go and have beer, see 
what the old fellas gotta say ‘bout this, 
before another shark come along and bite 
the next leg off….”
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I was thumbing through the papers last 
week and found myself reading the same 
kind of thing in all the papers…yes, all 
three papers. It seems that fuel prices 
& removing quarantine is the hottest 
gossip on island at the moment….

I started with The Sentinel and of 
course, front page was “Lowest Wages 
With The Highest Costs.” We have had 
a costing breakdown from SHG in the 
interim, also press releases, but still the 
man in the street is totally confused, as 
I am, let’s face it, how uncool would it 
be to actually explain how much money 
everyone is making and how much we 
are losing, by really putting the numbers 
down in a way we CAN understand?? I 
can’t help but quote this again… “The 
Bulk Fuel Installation is owned by SHG 
and is a separate trading activity of 
the Government that is managed and 
operated on SHG’s behalf by Solomon 
& Company (St Helena) PLC under 
a service contract. 
Solomon & Company 
makes the necessary 
arrangements for the 
procurement of fuel 
but ownership of the 
stock remains with the 
BFI.” If anyone knows 
what language this is, 
could they please let me 
know?

On Page 2 in The Sentinel, I smiled…
hahahah, I can’t get over the introduction 
to our new Governor…all I can say is, 
“That hat does me in, luvvy!!” I’ve given 
my pound of flesh on our new Governor 
in this week’s edition of THE SAINT. 
On both The Independent and The 
Sentinel this week from Pages 9-13…
yes that’s 5 pages of fuzzy writing from 
SHG’s Sustainable Development Team…
sorry, I couldn’t bring myself to read 
it all! Just being honest! Obviously, it 
wasn’t in The Saint, because we get little 
support at the moment for advertising…
if it is £40.00 per page (as advertised) 
in two papers that’s £400.00 well spent. 
We could have done that for 80 quid! Just 
sayin’! Another Five and a half pages of 
Government Job opportunities, yes, 
in both The Independent & Sentinel. 
Ummm that’s another £440.00 spent…
Sadly, not in The Saint! So, nearly 
£1000.00, we can assume spent in Gov. 
advertising between The Independent 
and The Sentinel last week & pretty much 
zippo elsewhere. The Independent had a 
great article Vince wrote about cleaning 
up

the island before we open to tourism, 
I did harp on about that myself on a 
couple of occasions over the last few 
weeks, glad we agree on something! The 
commonwealth games team feature in 
both papers and at The Saint, without 
repeating things, we simply wish all the 
contestants a magnificent experience…

Rock on yo’all. Lastly…
plenty of sport and a 
three-page report on 
Chamber Of Commerce 
AGM…yawn…really?

Now really the very 
last thing…I’ll be glad 
when the bones are 
buried…another two 
pages of bones.
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Eggcelent 
Hat Sir!
St Helena Government and the Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office are pleased to confirm that Mr Nigel 
Phillips CBE, accompanied by his wife Emma, will arrive on 
St Helena on Saturday, 13 August 2022, to assume his role 
as Governor of St Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha.
Governor Phillips said:

“I am very much looking forward to becoming 
Governor of St Helena, Ascension and Tristan da 
Cunha. Let me say at the outset that I am committed 
to working collaboratively with the democratically 
elected representatives and local administrations 
of the three Islands. Having had the pleasure of 
meeting many Saints in the Falklands, both Emma 
and I are excited to settle into the community as 
our arrival on St Helena draws closer.”

Air Commodore Nigel James Phillips, CBE (born 10 
May 1963) is a British diplomat, former Royal Air Force 

officer and the current Governor of the Falkland Islands 
and Commissioner of the South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands.

Phillips undertook Russian language training at 
the Defence Academy in 2012 and in 2014 he was 
appointed Head of Russian Strategic Studies and 
Wider Europe Policy at the Ministry of Defence.

Hoping to increase local production of eggs and poultry….

Mr. Phillips attended Durham University Business School in the early 90s when he 
undertook a four-year Master’s in Business Administration by distance learning. At the 
time he took the MBA he was a junior officer in the Royal Air Force and he say that it 
kickstarted a lifelong commitment to evidence-based decision making and learning, 
whatever that means. He was an engineering officer at the time, and that commitment 
has become a core to how he’s done business since. 
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When asked about the role of ‘Governor of the Falkland’s’, he said…

“I don’t ‘govern’ the people of the Falkland Islands; I have a role which is described as 
the Governor and is defined in the Constitution of the Falkland Islands. I think I should 
start by saying that the reason there is a Governor here is because that is the wish of 
the people of these Islands.”

I think the final point I would make is with 
regard to the role as Her Majesty The Queen’s 
Representative, Her Majesty appoints 
Governors, the actual recommendation 
is made by the UK Government, by The 
Prime Minister in fact.

10, Downing Street were unavailable for 
comment when I gave Boris a quick buzz, 
but I was told, “Boris is sending Nigel…he’s 
the best we got right now…!” Oh my Lord!!

So, it’s ‘hats off’ for now, we look forward to welcoming the new Governor and his wife 
Emma. In closing, I hear they are fond of Black Labradors…bring a leash sir!!

Sorry Sir…But why do 
you have a chicken on 
your head?
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REQUEST FOR QUOTATION
Reference: AS-1624-SHG
St Helena Government (SHG) has issued 
an Invitation to Tender for the provision of 
performance audit services locally on St 
Helena Island.
Full documentation and the specifications can 
be found on the SHG e-procurement system 
which can be accessed via: 
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/sainthelena 
following registration on the system.
User guides are available via the ‘Supplier 
Information’ tab to assist prospective 
suppliers registering on the e-procurement 
system.
Any questions in the interim should be 
addressed to the Procurement Office for the 
attention of Deputy Head of Procurement, 
Nicola Young. Nicola can be contacted via 
email: nicola.young@sainthelena.gov.sh.
The deadline for submissions is 12 noon 
(GMT) on Monday, 18 July 2022.
SHG
5 June 2022

Annie’s Launderette

Will be closed from

Monday 18th July to Friday 22nd July.

Reopen Monday 25th July at 8 a.m.

Thanks for your patience and 
understanding.

Apologises for any inconvenience &

Thank you for all your

Continued custom and support.

FOR SALE!
Contact 23163

Nissan UD20 Cabstar

Licence and insured until October 
2022

FOR SALE!

SnippetS!
Why do our COVID tests cost 
£75.00…yes, £75.00, you not going 
blind!! The average cost in the UK 
is £10-15.00, I hear they are free in 
Falkland’s?

Yes…Halleluiah…I walked into the 
Pharmacy last Friday and nearly 
fainted! The cashier lady asked me if 
there’s anything I come to collect (I 
been harpin’ on about this for weeks) 
…This is a major victory for the people 
of the island…please ask the cashier 
for your repeat script, if you phoned 
the order in, and collect from the 
cashier…NO MORE WAITING FOR 
THOSE… How complicated was that? 
Yeeeeha!
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No Fuel and no Cash, Sri Lanka 
Grinds to a Halt

Less than a day’s worth of fuel remains, 
says the energy minister, as the cash-
strapped nation extends school closures. 
Sri Lanka has less than a day’s worth of 
fuel left, the energy minister says, with 
public transport grinding to a halt as 
the country’s economic crisis deepens. 
Power and energy minister Kanchana 
Wijesekera on Sunday said petrol 
reserves were about 4,000 tonnes, just 
below one day’s worth of consumption, 
as queues snaked through the main city 
of Colombo for kilometres.

The cash-strapped nation on Sunday 
extended school closures because there 
is not enough fuel for teachers and 
parents to get children to classrooms, 
with most pumping stations being 
without fuel for days.

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe told the public last 
week the petrol shortage will last until 
July 22 when the next oil shipment is 
expected. He said a gas deal has been 
secured which will ensure supplies for 
the next four months.

“It is a big setback to the economy and 
has caused lot of hardship to people. 
When we came in, the shortage of 
dollars actually contributed to this 
situation. We have been taking steps 

since then, specially to get gas, which 
will be available in the next few days, 
diesel and furnace oil as well,” he said.
“The issue has been petrol … and that 
will take a bit of time. We are hoping to 
get shipment of petrol by July 22 but 
I have asked the minister to try to get 
the shipment earlier.”

No Petrol & Face Masks…The World 
Today!

Copenhagen Mall Shooting Three 
Dead. Suspect had Mental Health 
Issues

Police say the suspect who was arrested 
after killing at least three people at 
a mall had mental health issues. The 
suspect in a weekend shooting at a 
Copenhagen mall in which three people 
were killed was known to mental health 
services, according to Denmark’s police. 
“Our suspect is also known among 
psychiatric services, beyond that I do not 
wish to comment,” Copenhagen police 
chief Soren Thomassen told a news 
conference on Monday. Thomassen 
added that the victims appeared to 
have been randomly targeted and there 
was nothing to indicate it was an act of 
terror.

“Our assessment is that the victims 
were random, that it isn’t motivated by 
gender or something else,” Thomassen 
said. The police chief could not yet 
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comment on a motive, but said there 
seemed to have been preparations 
before the attack and that the 22-year-
old suspect was not aided by anyone 
else.

“As things stand, it seems he was acting 
alone,” he said.

What is Life Like in Russia-
Occupied Areas of Ukraine?

Ukrainians say their towns and villages 
are full of fear and short on essential 
supplies.

In Kyiv, it wasn’t a knock, 
it was loud banging – at 
about 7:30 on a recent 
Saturday morning. Taras 
opened the door of his 
two-bedroom apartment 
in Kreminna, a town in 

Ukraine’s south-eastern Luhansk region 
that was taken over by Russia in late 
April, to see three gun-toting soldiers 
in camouflage. “Do you have a garage 
on the corner?” the oldest of them, a 
redhead in his late 20s, asked Taras 
imperatively.

Without waiting for his answer, the 
soldier continued: “Open it up.” He was 
talking about a group of three dozen 

garages built in the early 1980s, 
an area which had become an 
informal club, where men could 
have a drink, crack a joke and 
play backgammon or chess. But 
to the Russian occupiers, the 
garages were a source of danger, 
a younger, less strict soldier told 
53-year-old Taras on the way, 
and they

needed to check each for arms 
and explosives. “They looked 
inside, checked the basement 

and left without saying a word,” Taras, 
who requested the media withhold his 
last name because he… “doesn’t want 
to be shot.”
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Laugh
or

Cry!
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SnippetS!
Did you know that you can 
contribute to a pension 
plan before tax is deducted 
from your pay check? Check 
with Solomon’s, our Sponsor 
for Commonwealth Games, 
pension plans and ask for 
advice on this one…Or even 
the bank. 

Julie Fowler’s ‘Crispy 
Chicken Wraps’ are bloody 
amazing and very crispy!!!

I nearly died when 
I paid £6.00 for 
a small piece of 
Wahoo with bone in! 
I think I might start 
importing it from 
Harrods and will buy 
some £4.00 per tin 
tuna whilst I’m at it!

I hear tickets for 
Miss Saint Helena 
Pageant are SOLD 
OUT!
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A lot has happened in three and a 
half weeks for the 12 Miss St Helena 
contestants. A full programme of 
activities and workshops, designed 
to help the ladies build confidence 
and prepare for the pageant, is 
nearing an end, with the big night 
on Saturday.

The business tour was another 
great exposure experience, getting 
answers to connectivity questions in 
the Sure Technical Operations Centre 
at The Briars and going inside the 
Cable Landing Station in Rupert’s 
with SHG’s IT department; touring 
the new container handling facility 
in Rupert’s with SHG’s Programme 
Management team; hearing first-

hand at Longwood House about the 
impacts that two years of isolation 
has had on certain areas of the 
tourism sector; sampling the island’s 
premium export product, St Helena 
coffee, produced by Solomons, as 
well as seeing the plantation and 
roasting process; being amazed by 
the innovative covered production 
work going on inside the Joshuas’ 
poly-tunnels.

At the Leaders’ Tea event we were 
privileged to enjoy two hours of 
intimate discussions with four women 
occupying key roles in important 
sectors across the island. Health, 
creative industries, community 
policing and business.

A beauty and 
styling session with 
Essence and Bliss, an 
environmental hike 
with ecologist, Stedson 
Stroud, walk training, 
interview workshops, 
a mini show at the CCC 
for clients & staff, and 
a photo shoot.

Somehow, in the 
middle of all of this and 
alongside everyone’s 

LIFTING HEARTS
MISS ST HELENA 2022
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weekly schedules, 
we also managed 
to produce 12 short 
films for the show, 
which will also help 
promote the island 
and hopefully 
encourage curious 
travellers to 
consider booking a 
trip to St Helena.

All tickets for the 
show have been 
snapped up, so the 
final thing is now 
the show in two days’ time.

Miss St Helena has long been a 
popular event on the island calendar. 
In wondering why this continues to be 
so, I often think back to an afternoon 
a few days before the 2018 pageant, 
while touring a care home, when one 
of the staff quietly but firmly told 
the somewhat nervous contestants - 
‘You’re not doing this for yourselves, 
you know, you’re doing it for the 

people. On St Helena, people have 
dull hearts, and this show lifts their 
hearts.’

Let’s hope everyone attending on 
Saturday will enjoy and show their 
appreciation for the effort and 
courage of our 12 young ladies in 
keeping that tradition alive.

Darrin Henry, Organiser, 2022
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CELEBRATING JULY 4th

THE AMERICAN WAY
The Mule Yard had a bit of a 4th of July 
bash (on the 2nd) for the few Americans 
on island. Of course all were welcome 
and what transpired was a wonderful 
day filled with good food, great music, 
and lovely company. 

Burgers and pizzas were on sales, as 
well as sweets and toys for the kids.  
There was also a photo booth, filled 
with American styled outfits and props, 
bounce harnesses, and face painting. 

The live band kept everyone entertained 
with some favourite covers while the 
Springboks beat Wales 32-29 in a 
rugby match on the TV. 

The main event, in true American 
fashion, was an eating contest! Ten 
brave contestants sat down to see who 
could eat their meal the fastest. On the 
menu was a triple-stacked burger, a 
plate of fries, and a litre of beer. 

I can’t tell you who exactly competed, 
and more importantly who won, 
because I didn’t bother to remember 
their names. But there was a lot of 
excitement and encouragement from 
the crowd as they scoffed down their 
food.

Afterwards local musical duo, US2, 
played the night away down Jamestown 
Way.  
-Prof



23The Saint Issue 7 7 of July 2022




