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THE SIREN

I’ve always thought it a bit naff to be 
talking about the weather, it’s kind of 
meaningless chit chat…BUT…The Queen 
had the sun shining the entire long 
weekend and I for one was so relieved. 
I love the sunshine, it warms my solar 
panel and gives me energy…sort of 
has people in a brighter, better mood. 
The Platinum Jubilee celebrations were 
totally epic. The seaside shenanigans 
were a blast and a half, so epic to have 
so many folks down the seaside. Loved 
all the music too. Well done to the good 
folk who, as always, do so much behind 
the scenes to keep the traditions alive…

On Sunday, Smarty Plato and I got the 
nod to play a few tunes up at Plantation 
for the Street Party. Once again, a lot 
of effort was put in by Debbie and 
the crew, so much practice from the 
past made it a flawless event, only 
Betty Knipe falling off her chair was 
the unplanned event of the afternoon, 
Bless her, no harm done. Teeny and her 
crew gave us all a singing bonanza and 
the Salvation Army brassed a tune or 
two to give it all that traditional twang. 
Hoping that Smarty & I also stayed in 
time and tune…never easy to comment 
on ya own bit of thing!!
I almost reversed over Robocop when 
moving my vehicle, sorry about that, 
but please don’t stand in my blind 
spot next time. If I had gotten myself 
arrested before the event even started 
it would have been quite the highlight 
of the day!!
Monday brought a welcome ‘still’ over 
the island and it was indeed a joy to 
chill out at home and basically sit back 
and enjoy the amazing weather…

Tuesday…………BACK TO WORK!!!
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THE
Weekly
Yarn

ASSUMPTIONS! 
(The One Legged Mechanic.)

“A thing that is accepted as true or as certain to 
happen, without proof.”

Here we are again, week three of the ongoing saga 
about our One-Legged Mechanic! Us was chatting with 
our One-legged Mechanic last week and he was pretty 
upset about something that fell upon his ear! He told 
us that he was a very serious guy when it come down to what’s right and 
what’s wrong. He says there ain’t no grey area. Now listen, now…he said his 
Missus was in the shops and she overheard some lady telling another lady 
that he had some strange person working for him down the garage, from 
another country. This lady said in a really like, ‘us gonna bust him’, kinda 
way, “your husband should be employing local mechanics before you employ 
other people from abroad.” Now, Margie (that’s the One-legged mechanic’s 
wife’s name), was a bit surprised at this ‘pearl of wisdom’, she wondered 
how this lady had thought this, she didn’t know of any stranger down 
her man’s place and then this lady continued… “yeah, us seen that 
strange car parked at his garage, ain’t right” …she said.

Now, us have realised, right, that so many dodgy yarns come about 
from folk making assumptions. This lady knows nuttin’ ‘bout what’s 
really going on, she don’t know the facts, nor the 
truth, she’s “assuming” she know what’s goin’ on!

That evening, when Margie was rustlin’ up 
a bit of ‘doo down’ for her fella’s dinner, she 
turned to him and said… “Darlin’, who you got 
working for you down the garage?” He looked 
a bit puzzled… “Only Charlie, Baby….” So, she 
says… “Some lady said she seen a strange 
car down there, you not hangin’ out on me 
are ya, I’ll lash ya in a big way…?” “No baby, 
that’s Jerry’s car, he visiting from South Africa, 
remember, he the fella that’s a specialist 
in BMW computers, he just giving me a 
hand, showing me how to set the thing 
up, he ain’t working for me like being 
paid or nuttin’”. “Just as well, I’ll knock 
your block off if you’s foolin’ round down 
at work, you…”

So, the moral of the story…’Don’t assume 
ya fella’s hangin’ out when he’s graftin’ 
his butt off to put a bit of Doo Down in 
the pot!’

Pass the plo!...



4The Saint Issue 3 9 of June 2022

Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Hi Christian,
Thank you for the free copy of your 
latest newsy rag. It was a very enjoyable 
read up to page 20 and your rendering 
of “Fishy Business”. It was a golden 
opportunity to say something useful 
but oh did you get it wrong.

The two lengthy letters you refer to 
were actually 100% in support of each 
other and focused on the ridiculously 
inaccurate and biased drivel that Vince 
printed the week before. He did attempt 
to come back with a half assed defense 
in a few lines between the two letters 
but his own arse must have been 
smarting from the spanking it took. In 
the interest of accurate reporting and 
avoidance of bullet holes in one’s foot 
do try harder.

If you do want to put together a witty 
and satirical story with a fishy air 
about it why not turn some heat on the 
“skunk tank” within SHG that compiled 
and released the cannery site ITT in 
a blatant and undisguised attempt to 
minimize the impact of any bid Malcolm 
Williams and his TGFC (do not confuse 
with Greenfish SA please) places unless 
it is massively overbid on rental return 
only. To save you valuable time I will 

attach the cannery ITT and the Mule 
Yard ITT for comparison. Bearing in mind 
the recently published Strategy and 
Vision declarations only 10% allowance 
for a business that offers major inward 
investment, 12 new well-paid jobs, 1m 
cans of St Helena yellowfin tuna exports 
annually, local supply of affordable 
fresh fish to all districts, a foundation 
to support youth employment within 
the fishing sector oh I almost forgot to 
mention an upfront declaration of at 
least £3kg to the commercial fishermen. 
Fishermen might actually have to pay 
tax for a change and what would the 
corporate tax returns payable to SHG 
be like?

It seems that Dax and Mark Brooks 
filled poor John Holdens head full of 
sweetie mice so that he would release 
such a shabby document and now of 
course having retreated back into the 
shadows they have launched a “live 
tender” and it is virtually impossible to 
have it modified. I bet you could put 
together something juicy to make up 
for this week’s little error and give the 
public some real scandal to chew on.

Best wishes for the future,
Anonymous.
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Hi,
Thanks a lot, I definitely enjoyed this new publication, 
fresh and easy to read. Keep the good work please.

I was on Island in 2013 and 2014 over the winter months, 
so we unfortunately didn’t have a chance to meet. Next 
time...

One topic you might like to “deal with” is Solomon’s 
monopoly on insurances and all that goes with it, namely 
it is practically impossible to run any export business from 
SH. In my opinion, this is by far the most crucial no-go 
aspect, never ever mentioned by the 2 medias. No rush, 
take your time to grow roots. This topic is highly political, 
together with the persistent use of SHP vs GBP...

Your traffic light idea sounds great to me. Just one thing 
though... are all districts equipped with sufficient fire 
brigade officers and material so they can cope or get 
organised efficiently if traffic light / 30 minutes timer in 
place?
Look forward to n° 3.

Kind regards,
Olivier Pascal.
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CADILlACIFIED!!!
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In The Independent last week, 
page 5…Vince gives a detailed 
breakdown of the problems at SURE 
and internet issues, there is mention 
that Government “ensure” ‘there 
will be faster & cheaper internet 
across the island’ I tend to agree 
with Vince’s scepticism that this 
will be happening any time soon!! 
Personally, I think SURE will keep 
having an annual contract renewal 
up until such time, a better service 
provider comes along…obviously no 
one is happy with SURE, surely if all 
were happy, we wouldn’t be looking 
for alternative suppliers, I’m SURE…
LOL!!

Printech can generate and print QR 
codes for South African immigration 
services, they have informed the 
Health Department…so far nothing 
back!! It was also suggested to Public 
Health that pre ordered, repeat 
prescriptions should be collected 
from the lady collecting the money. 
It really would save time for the staff 
dispensing medicines, they could 
dispense instead of look for already 

completed scripts and the sweet 
cash lady could handle the already 
finished order saving us a bloody 
long wait in an unnecessary queue!
A lot of mumbling about inflation, 
let’s face it, hold tight and enjoy 
the ride!! With regard to fuel prices, 
instead of SHG maybe subsidising 
lower incomes etc. in the near future 
why not just subsidise the fuel price 
in the first place? The Independent 
on page 9 headlines…The New 
Government Strategy- How To Be 
Wealthier…. What, I nearly fell off 
my chair. It says “The strategy is a 
series of ambitions, hopes & wishes” 
…which really sounds like a Mary 
Poppins movie…fantasy luvvy!

Before moving onto the Sentinel’s 
words of wisdom, I have noticed that 
the colour is beginning to dwindle 
from the first edition of wonderful 
colour in The Independent! Shut 
up Castell!

The Sentinel front page… it’s the 
picture! Why has the Queen got a 
white, full moon behind her? Liam, 
I’m confused bro. I did enjoy the little 
piece about Migrating Emigration…
Please Government will you stop 
juggling all the departments about 
and moving everyone to different 
buildings…it’s really confusing when 
delivering Gov. stationery, my shoes 
is wearing out!! More Inflation blurb 
from Mr Brooks, Press Releases and 
Job opportunities…

Catch ya on da flip side….
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CRUMMINS!!!! 
The plot thickens as the weeks roll on. 
I was approached by a fishy gent in the 
Standard last Thursday after he read my 
fishy nonsense from the previous week. 
He tells me that there is no “Bun Fight” 
as I had described it and all parties are 
in agreement. He has sent me a letter 
which is printed in the Your Letters page 
(he asked to remain anonymous), and he 
says… “The two lengthy letters you refer 
to were actually 100% in support of each 
other and focused on the ridiculously 
inaccurate and biased drivel that Vince 
printed the week before.” So, in response, 
I am truly sorry if I have misled anyone in 
this regard…I still believe there are at least 
two separate fishy groups who are not both 
entirely on the same page. Very simple 
proof of this might be comments such as, 
and I quote… “Fuelled by their ongoing 
frustrations with STC, TGFC believes there 
is still a desire within the local fishing 
fraternity for it to continue pursuing this 
venture…” Other comments from Malcolm 
Williams of TGFC and the manner in which 
they are punctuated do sound like a twang 
of sour grapes… “The recently released 
tender for the leasing of old Cannery at 
Rupert’s stipulates that the business must 
be operational within 52 weeks. Therefore, 
if this is SHG’s policy when leasing of 
Government premises are granted…in 
the name of fairness and having a level 
playing field perhaps the scrutiny (there’s 
that word again!) and the questions should 
be levied on to STC…” There are multiple 
comments from both parties showing a not 
quite so fruity agreement!

Now, let’s look at this point. I quote again… 
“The decision was made to communicate 
to the fisherman, our proposed price per 
KG (set at a minimum of £3.00 based on 
today’s prices).” After processing, only half 
the weight of the original fish is obtained, 

making the finished cooked/steamed 
product cost £6.00 per kg. That means 8 
X 125grm tins would cost 75 pence each 
for fish alone. On top of this amount are 
numerous fixed overheads in production 
and freight. I googled the price of tinned 
tuna at today’s prices…

Tesco Groceries: Tinned Tuna In 
Springwater; Princes Tuna Chunks In 
Spring Water 8 X 145G · £5.50. i.e., 
less than 70 pence per tin retail price.

Something fishy goin’ on here!!! Hey, what 
do I know…just sayin’!

HOT YARN IN: I have a letter in my hand 
which was sent to Mr. Gavin Maggott dated 
1st June 2022. It clearly tells Mr. Maggott 
that, and I quote… “It has been brought 
to our attention that there has been an 
increase in the sale of illegally processed 
fish. We are sending you this letter to 
ensure you are aware

of your responsibilities regarding the 
landing of fish, processing of fish and fish 
sales.”

It continues to warn Mr. Maggott that he 
could incur a fine of £25,000.00- or 2-years 
imprisonment, or both…”

How ridiculous of me to incorrectly assume 
that there is “Bun Fighting” in the fishing 
fraternity….I know who reported him…do 
you?

It states that whole fish can be sold, but 
not cut up portions.

SUGGESTION: Why not sell a whole fish to 
someone, they can cut it up and then ‘gift’ 
the portions to their friends and families? 
We all know what ‘gift’ means.

FISHY Business 2
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MORE SHOOTING DEATHS 
IN USA

At least 12 dead in another weekend 
of mass shootings across America. 
The U.S. had more mass shooting 
deaths in the first weekend of June 
than in the previous three-day 
weekend, which ended with Memorial 
Day. The tally for weekend violence 
through Sunday night was at least 
12 killed and at least 38 injured in 
mass shootings, defined by the Gun 
Violence Archive as incidents in 
which “four or more people are shot 
or killed, not including the shooter. 
“During the holiday weekend, nine 
people were killed and more than 
60 others were injured in attacks 
fitting that definition. (nbc news)

INDIAN NIGHTMARE

A British woman was ‘raped in front 
of her husband by a man who offered 
her a massage on Goa beach’… Tourist 
was reportedly attacked in front of 
her husband, according to reports. A 
British tourist was raped on holiday 
in India in front of her partner, local 
media has reported. Senior police 
investigating the incident say the 
woman was on the beach in Goa 
when she was attacked by a man 
on 2 June. The woman made a 
formal complaint on Monday after 
consulting with her family and the 
British embassy in India, it was said. 
Police said on Monday they arrested a 
32-year-old man for allegedly raping 
a woman at the famous Sweet Lake 
in North Goa.
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UKRAINE HORROR

Mariupol, the Ukrainian city relentlessly bombed and besieged by Russian 
forces for months, could now be facing a deadly cholera outbreak, local 
officials have warned. An adviser to the occupied port city’s mayor said 
Tuesday that its drinking water had been contaminated by decomposing 
garbage and corpses, increasing the risk of a cholera outbreak. “The 
word ‘cholera’ is not only coming from us now, but inside the city,” Petro 
Andryushchenko said on Ukrainian television. He added that city officials 
had received information that a nearby Russian city across the border 
was preparing infectious disease units in case of a cholera outbreak that 
could affect Russian troops in Mariupol. “So really, this threat is not only 
recognized by the World Health Organization and us, but the occupants as 
well,” he said.
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Now, I write this article after I saw a 
press release about the island being 
without a dentist and I discovered the 
following:

Since about November last year, my 
dear Father asked me to manage his 
affairs at Prince’s Lodge. Being a dutiful 
son, I cleaned the place up and rented 
the Main House to the New Dentist, his 
wife and two children. The 
family have always been 
kind hearted, friendly 
and from what I’ve 
heard, the dentist 
was pretty good 
at his job too. 
I discovered 
through some 
general chit 
chat when 
helping them 
out, that the 
wife was also 
an orthodontist. 
At that moment 
I thought what an 
opportunity to have 
a full dental service 
on island and suggested 
they speak with Government 
about expanding the Government’s 
Health Care service to incorporate such 
a skill. They assured me they were 
already working on it and it was one 
of the main reasons they accepted 
the position. They packed a container, 
went through all the clerical nonsense 
and moved their entire lives here from 
Hungary!

Now, in March this year after a mere 
4-5 months on island, the dentist tells 
me they are leaving and gives me 3 
months’ notice on the Prince’s Lodge 
rental agreement. I was a bit bemused, 
to be honest… and let the situation be 
what it was. When I was up with him 
this last Saturday, to check that all was 
well, I plucked up the courage to ask 
directly why they were leaving. He was 

obviously a little agitated 
and said the following: 

“When we came to 
the island, we were 
told by SHG that 
my wife would 
be able to do 
some work also. 
Her skills as an 
o r t hodon t i s t 
r e q u i r e 
continuous use, 
otherwise she 
would not be 
able to practice. 

When we accepted 
the position and 

signed the contract, 
we were told that this 

would be possible. The 
Chief Dental Officer has said 

that he doesn’t want this happening 
and so now we are leaving.”

So, here we are with no dentist at all at 
present. I would like to invite the Chief 
Dental officer to clarify the facts, as I 
was told them by my ex-tenant!! 

I beg the question, who’s in charge?

Is the tail wagging the dog?
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Guilty Until Proven

InNOCENT??
On 1 June, Hollywood actor Johnny 
Depp, best known for his role as Captain 
Jack Sparrow, won a deformation 
trial against Amber Heard, Hollywood 
actress and Johnny’s ex-wife.

So what actually happened? 

Well... in 2016 she filed for divorce. 
Later she would accuse Johnny of 
domestic violence throughout their 
year-long marriage. Despite some 
strange allegations from both parties, 
Depp’s reputation was tarnished as the 
tabloids and papers would label him an 
abuser. This was during the height of the 
MeToo movement, where many women 
came forward to tell their stories as 
victims of domestic and sexual abuse. 
The most high profile case being that of 
Harvey Weinstein, big shot Hollywood 
producer. 

Johnny’s career seemed to be completely 
over at this point. He was fired by 
Warner Brothers, for his role in 
the Harry Potter spinoff flims, 
and by Disney, for his role as 
Cap. Jack.

What would follow would 
be a lengthy, legal process 
culminating in a deformation 
suite against Amber Heard.

The court proceedings were 
broadcast live and people from 
all over the world tuned in 
to watch, or check the day’s 
updates.

Heard’s laywer seem to stumble over 
himself and provided much comedy 
to the drab atmosphere. Depp himself 
laughed and made jokes while being 
questioned. He seemed quite confident 
that the truth was on his side. 

A lot of evidence came forward showing 
Amber Heard to be the abuser in the 
relationship and many of Depp’s exes, 
such as Kate Moss, came forward to 
express how kind and gently he was 
with them.

The internet errupted with ‘Justice 
for Johnny’ slogans and many of the 
tabloids and papers seemed to have 
changed their tune in support of him. 

After a lengthy 6-week trial, the jury 
found Heard guilty of deformation and 
awarded Depp $15 million in damages. 
They also awarded Heard $2 million 
in damages, after finding that Depp’s 
former attorney defamed her. So in 
total Amber Heard must pay Johnny 
Depp $13 million in damages.

Just goes to show that while we must 
listen to victims of abuse we must 
also look at the evidence before laying 
blame.
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Ivy and co. enjoying 
the party
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The Gambinos

His Majesty 
the Queen




