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THE SIREN
What a week yo’all….As a result of not 
everyone obtaining their weekly Yarn last 
week, it’s free again this week.

Firstly, the crew up here would like to give 
a massive shout out to Saint FM for hosting 
us on the radio last Friday morning, when 
we had a natter about ‘The Saint’. Tammy, 
you always have great leading questions 
and make the whole radio thing a great 
experience.

The next heap of gratitude goes to the 
entire Saint Community. I will be totally 
honest with you, I was really apprehensive 
about going in a new direction, (I am a 
creature of habit), but now we have put 
ourselves in the spotlight, it’s not quite 
so frightening, still a bit frightening…but 
not a lot! Another shout out to Johnny 
Clingham, Saint Helena’s very own ‘Digital 
Don’…you rock bro, over 180 downloads in 
the first 24 hours…Once we had a finished 
product, Bubbles & I went to every retail 
outlet on the island and distributed 
over 1000 copies of ‘The Saint’ and we 
received a great welcome from absolutely 
everyone. Thank you retailers, for making 
us welcome and giving the support we 
need. The sun was shining, which we read 
as a good sign, I was captivated by the 
stunning scenery out the other side of the 
island.

By Saturday afternoon, I was receiving 
messages from a number of folks asking 
where they could get a copy. I can’t 
believe that nearly every retailer has 

distributed the lot! As I mentioned before, 
Johnny Clingham is on board and has 
made available a free digital copy on his 
Saint Helena Online-Talk Group https://
sthelenaonline.org/ we hope to have 
all future editions available too.

Cheers for that Johnny.

In this week’s publication, we will 
‘scutinise’ last weeks news from both the 
Sentinel and The Independent, bring to 
attention any fresh ‘Yarns’ and hopefully 
put another smile or two out there. Our 
email address is up and working, so please 
don’t be shy and send us some yarns or 
concerned opinions. 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Rock n Roll yo’all….
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THE
Weekly
Yarn

The Blind be leading the blind!
(A Sequel To The One Legged Mechanic.)

Have you ever read those books by Ian 
Flemming or seen the movies…what they 
called now, Oh yeah…James Bond! Her 
Majesty’s Secret Service, 007, I can hear that 
ever so recognisable music to the movies in 
my head, right now. They all about MI5 & MI6, 
license to kill and all that. Military Intelligence, 
they do what they want, when they want. 
You ever ask yourself the question… “Is all 
that stuff like…real? Does it actually happen 
and how far down the line does it go?”

Now, the One-Legged Mechanic also does work for MI5 & MI6. He 
services all the Aston Martins, all the DB 6’s & 7’s…!! Now, MI5 & MI6 
happen to know the other fella who’s started to fix his own car a couple 
of weeks ago and they have decided to make a plan and buy some 

tools to fix their own cars too. They reckon that it’s bound to save 
them money, money is what matters, money and control. Only 

difference is, they haven’t told anyone about this plan because 
certain departments of the Government like MI5 is very sneaky. 
Life is one big chess game, always trying to maintain CONTROL. 
They don’t like their mechanic dictating how much he needs 
to charge or things like that. No sir…heaven forbid that their 
mechanic or anyone else can remain successful without any 
help from anyone. I mean that poor old mechanic grafts his 

backside off, just making a profit and he pays his taxes.

Now, it would appear that the hard working, honest 
mechanic might be on the verge of being bent over 
‘M’s desk (That’s Judy Dench in the movie), so to 
speak, and be given a good soundin’!! He’s trying to 
figure out why. He’s always done a really good job for 
the special, secret service people, never told no one 

about the machine guns fitted under the front bumpers 
and all that. They haven’t told him yet about their plans, they 

still keeping it secret…you might ask 
how he knows what’s going on and 
the question would be…. does Saint 
Helena have its own MI department 
and…its very own Judy Dench?

Watch this space for the next sequel 
to … “The One-Legged Mechanic” …For 
Your Eyes Only!
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Email your letters and opinions to 
thesaint@helanta.co.sh

Dear Sir,
I have a friend who is over in South Africa 
for his wife’s medical treatment and he is 
in a real panic. He must care for his wife 
who is in hospital and learn how to do all 
the after care for when she come home. It 
costs him a lot of money to get taxis and 
stay in a place. He has asked Government 
for help but has been told they have already 
used up the budget. How can that be when 
us is only in May? Us don’t know what to 
do and he don’t have a lot of money,
Anonymous.

Dear Anonymous,
We thank you for the other information 
you gave to us, we have written to SHG 
on your behalf and hope that ‘The Powers 
That Be’ get in touch with you, please keep 
us posted. Us hoping your good lady has 
a speedy recovery and we look forward to 
welcoming you home soon.

Saints are chuckling…
Absolute delight over new Media 
Publication. 
Locals’ comments:

“I know Saints all over the world will enjoy 
this heart-warming capture of life on St 
Helena. Well done to Printech & the gang 
for giving us moments of laughter in these 
tough times. It’s going to make coffee 
breaks on Thursday something to look 
forward to! Cheers Tammy.”

“I read a copy of The Saint; keep up the 
good work. Best wishes to you and your 
team going forward. Kind regards Cyril.”

“A really new look at island news…”

“Andrew’s coat and the tomato plants fishy 
bits was great.”

“I suffer with depression, first time I laugh 
in two years…”

“Dear ‘The Saint’
First of all, ‘thumbs up’ on your new 
newspaper but I did feel a bit sorry for 
Councillor Andrew Turner. I thought you 
were mean but hopefully Councillor Turner 
will not bat an eyelash seeing as he was 
the only brave soldier in the last LEGCO 
to oppose the budget. He stood alone. No 
points for the rest of them who all took 
turns speaking against the budget in high 
tones but in the end voted for it.

Is that hypocrisy or what?
Councillor Turner was brave and showed 
the voters that he ‘got their backs’ and is 
an example to us young people. The rest of 
them have forgotten who put them there. 
Necktie aside, follow him for the next 4 
years because he will be 
the one to watch. 
Sincerely…
Young & gifted”
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Jury Service On Saint Helena.

Before I put pen to 
paper on this topic, I did 
a bit of reading on the 
ordinances relating to 
Jury Service. I haven’t 
heard of a Jury Trial for a 
while on island and good 
ol google didn’t reveal 
much either. The reason 
I have done a bit of work 
on this is as a result of a 
trial, which I was a juror, 
a few years ago. The first 
thing to note is that… ‘You 
are picked at random from 
the electoral role’. You may 
not refuse the order to serve 
unless you fall into the various 
categories such as Police officers, 
Clergy, Legal Gov. Employees…the 
list is never ending. Now, the point I 
am going to make, and an area where 
I could find no ordinance is that, ‘what 
happens, as a selected juror, if you 
know or even know family members 
of the person on trial’? To the best of 
my knowledge, in the modern world, 
a defence or prosecuting attorney 
will scrutinise the selected jurors to 
make sure that they won’t be bias in 
any shape or form. They are allowed 

to question each juror. Obviously, a 
person who knows the defendant would 
have some degree of bias. This is what 
they call jury selection. In a few major 
cases, jury selection has taken up to 
almost a year.

On saint Helena, let’s face it, it’s just 
about impossible to have absolutely no 
knowledge of another person, nor their 
reputation, on island. At the very least 
you would know a relative or even a 
friend of the defendant. Most defendants 
on island have already been pre tried 

in public. The small intimate 
island community 
makes it impossible to 
have no knowledge and 
simply makes a trial by 
jury totally impractical 
& unfair. Hey, that’s just 
my opinion!

Another factor to realise 
and digest is this and 
this comes from my own 
personal experience… 
If the defendant is 

unanimously found guilty 
by all eight jurors, the family 

members of the defendant feel 
anger & animosity towards the 

jurors, as though it is the jurors fault 
their family member has been caught 
and found guilty. I have been shunned 
by the family of the defendant I was 
on jury duty for, through absolutely 
no fault of my own. I didn’t ask to be 
there, I didn’t commit the crime, but…
no greeting, no smile & no hands are 
ever raised to me whilst driving by 
these good people. 

“No Further Questions Your Honour!”

H e  S h a l l  H a n g
By The Neck

Till He Be
 Dead

!
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Here we go again, the local news 
condensed like a tin of sweet milk: In 
The Independent pages 5/6 last 
week, Vince Thompson wrote a fairly 
detailed account of what would be 
happening on Ascension Island once the 
Covid Quarantine rules are changed, 
basically opening Ascension up to the 
world without quarantine. Managing and 
living with Covid is going to become a 
hot topic on Island, the street yarn is, 
that pretty soon, Saint Helena will follow 
suit. I think the most important question 
asked in Vince’s article when referring 
to this is… “Is it safe?” Now, this article 
goes on to reassure us that, “Officials 
have worked closely with experts in 
the UK and organisations on island, to 
assess the risks…” I am glad to hear those 
assessments are being carried out before 
opening the island up, I for one think that 
a lot more assessing and ‘expert’ advice 
seeking should be done before a 
lot of projects are started. A lot 
less mistakes would be made 
and many pennies saved… and 
maybe then, we would all be 
driving up and down Side Path 
Road now! Maybe we would have 
also realised that 30,000 tourists 
was a big ask too!! 

My last bit of scrutinising in The 
Independent page 7, has to be the bit 
of copy & paste from an article in The 
Guardian, “Monkeypox: how do you 
catch it and what are the risks?” 
Really…there is absolutely no risk of 
Monkeypox becoming another AIDS/ 
HIV or COVID scenario, especially on 
Saint Helena! In two words…dramatic 
scaremongering, don’t worry yourselves, 
we have bigger issues to be worrying 
over!

This living with Covid story was also 
covered in The Sentinel page 3 & 9, 
both articles do a fair bit of ‘copy and 
pasting’ from SHG press releases, so 
I will refrain from doing the same, we 
don’t need the same info 3 times over!!

We all shared the same kind of pictures 
from Saint Helena Day & The Sentinel had 
a 2-page article on Aunty Sugar, which 
was ‘sweet’! If you aren’t into baking…
well!! I must say, the most interesting 
part was about the difficulties in running 
a small business on island. True words 
spoken.

The rest of all media info was, as usual, 
the press releases, job opportunities and 
local advertising…
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COVID 19 
“ALERT ALERT ALERT”

I’ve always tried to have a positive 
attitude. I have believed that we will 
get through this pandemic, pretty 
unscathed. It’s been over two years 
that the island has been locked down in 
its own little bubble, sitting pretty, nice 
and safe in our own little world. Yes, 
we have missed the trickle of tourism 
we once enjoyed, the trickle became a 
drought and many businesses suffered 
as a result. In the big world, we now 
see social distancing as ‘the norm’…
face masks, elbow bumps, distancing 
in queues etc. Now, I watched the final 
of the Indian premier league on Sunday 
afternoon and witnessed over 100,000 
people crammed into a stadium 
with just about zero care or concern 
for Covid protection. In India, the 
pandemic is truly over, or so it seems. 
In China, things couldn’t be further 
from the truth. Tianjin locks down 
one entire district and orders city-
wide testing…Beijing extends work 
from home order to more districts…
China’s immigration authorities say 
they will restrict Chinese nationals 
from leaving and entering the 
country…these are topics which are 
raised on a site called ‘China Briefing’, 
posted 30th May 2022.

My brain is totally exhausted from 
what’s happening or isn’t happening, 
where or where not the Covid is, how 
many variants there are, are there any 
new variants now? Does full vaccination 
actually stop you catching it or just 
lessen the symptoms if you do catch 
it…can you carry it and pass it on even 
if you don’t have symptoms…???

What is quite apparent is… “IT’S NOT 
GOING AWAY”. COVID 19 will come to 
Saint Helena, probably as soon as we 
stop quarantine. Questions are being 
asked on the street… “how many people 
will die? Will the hospital cope? Will sick 
people go to Bradley’s?”

Being an ex-smoker, I am concerned! The 
island’s population is not the healthiest. 
Many people suffer from diabetes, high 
blood pressure and obesity. The facts 
are the facts, some people will get quite 
ill if they were to catch Covid. I asked a 
health care worker, “Do you think many 
people will die when Covid comes to 
Saint Helena?” the response…. “I don’t 
think anyone will die as a direct result 
of Covid, some will get quite sick, but 
no one should die.”

So, with the expert opinion of a local 
Health Care Worker, we have absolutely 
nothing to worry about…hmmm, ‘they 
been wrong before’ is what springs to 
mind!!
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Texas Shooting

The US Department of Justice says it 
will investigate the police response to 
last week’s mass shooting at a school in 
Uvalde, Texas, which killed 19 children 
and two teachers. Public anger is 
growing after it emerged that 
officers waited in the hallway as 
children trapped with the shooter 
made desperate 911 calls. In Uvalde, 
President Joe Biden met the victims’ 
families on Sunday. Personally, I reckon 
these cops would have been in a state 
of severe panic. I mean, children are 
screaming, gunfire ringing out…please, 
wouldn’t you take a few minutes to 
try to evaluate what’s going on before 
rushing in with guns blazing?

Ukraine

The ongoing conflict in Ukraine should 
not be forgotten. When Russia’s 
unprovoked attack on the Ukraine 
commenced last February, the story 
was on every single news platform 
available 24 hours per day. It seems 
as time marches on, other newer news 
items are taking centre stage. The latest 
propaganda information that Putin and 
his madmen are putting out is this:

“Russia has accused Ukrainian troops 
of “outrageous” attacks on civilian 
infrastructure while fighting in Donbas, 
Russia’s Interfax news agency reports.” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov says Ukraine is striking 
targets which include “children’s 
institutions”, adding that it was this 
kind of attack that Russian troops were 
fighting to prevent in the eastern region 
of Ukraine. He says: “And it is precisely 
this - protecting people from these neo-
Nazis who do this - this is precisely the 
main goal that is being pursued during 
the special military operation.” What a 
load of ‘Crock!’

Students run away 
from the school af-
ter being rescued.
Uvalde, Texas.
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Football Fail!

Saturday’s Champions League final was a “shambles”, a  Liverpool 
supporter from Northern Ireland has said. The Paris match - which Liverpool 
lost 1-0 to La Liga Champions Real Madrid after the kick-off was delayed for 30 
minutes. UEFA, European football’s governing body, cited “security concerns” for 
the delay, claiming thousands of fans tried to enter the stadium with fake tickets. 
Neil, 52, from Ballyclare, County Antrim, said he has never experienced anything 
like it at a football match. “It was horrendous for everybody; nobody enjoyed a 
moment of it and someone needs to be held accountable.” 

Many Liverpool fans have reported distressing scenes as tear gas was fired at 
them by French police, and children having to be pulled out of crowds to avoid 
being crushed. France’s sports minister says Liverpool fans without valid tickets 
caused the initial crowd problems at Saturday’s Champions League final in Paris.

Fans cover their faces from tear gas.
Saint-Denis, France.
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“The public is advised that the 
Maldivia Car Park is now open for use. 
A total of 20 parks; 11 angled and 9 
parallel, have been constructed.

In the first instance, 11 angled parks 
only were to be constructed under 
the EDIP Micro-Project given the 
£50,000 Micro-Project budget cap, 
however following a further £20,000 
funding allocation, an additional 9 
parallel parks were also constructed. 
This increased scope of work along 
with delays from adverse weather 
has resulted in the project being 
completed at a later date than 
originally anticipated, however this 
will allow for an additional 20 parks 
to be utilised in upper Jamestown 
which we hope will help to alleviate 
parking congestion in this area.”

YEEEEHA!!! Congrats to SHG for a 
project well done and completed.

Another SHG project which is 
trickling back into gear is the…dare 
I say it… “Side Path Road” project. 
Word on the street is that this will 
be completed after a large volume of 
cement has been laid & sometime in 
October we should be flying up and 
down. I mentioned in another article 

this week about ‘expert advice etc’ 
when opening up the island with 
reference to Covid. I beg to ask a few 
questions… “reinforcing cement…
depth of cement…maintaining 
cement…expansion joints in 
cement?????” & So on….

I know I am simply stating the 
bleedin’ obvious, but who was it who 
said… “Lilly, I’m sure that wall goin’ 
to fall down!”

Pass The Plo…..

MALDIVIA
CAR PARK PROJECT

COMPLETED

If you want to know what’s on 
TV, I would recommend the 
feature film “No Content”. It 
seems to be on most channels 
from time to time, I heard 
it’s the follow up of the first 
movie, “No Signal”, but I’m 

UnSURE…LOL!!
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“Medication Should be Safe!”

Following the announcement that the 
pharmacy has a number of medications 
which have expired and the fact that 
there’s a delay in shipping to supply 
much needed prescription drugs got 
me thinking! I wondered whether 
we really are safe when consuming 
anything which has ‘gone past its sell 
by date’? It’s not only medication from 
the pharmacy, but frequently we see 
reduced items in the shops which are 
past the ‘best before’ date.

Date marks give a guide to how long 
food can be kept before it begins to 
deteriorate or may become unsafe to 
eat. The two types of date marking 
are use-by dates and best-before 
dates. The food supplier is responsible 
for placing a use-by or best-before date 
on food.

Foods that must be eaten before a 
certain time for health or safety reasons 
should be marked with a use-by date. 
Foods should not be eaten after the 
use-by date and can’t legally be 
sold after this date because they 
may pose a health or safety risk.

Most foods have a best-before date. 
You can still eat foods for a while 
after the best-
before date as 
they should be 
safe but they may 
have lost some 
quality. Foods 
that have a best-
before date can 
legally be sold 
after that date 
provided the food 
is fit for human 
consumption.

Foods that have a shelf life of two years 
or longer, e.g., some canned foods, do 
not need to be labelled with a best-
before date. This is because it is difficult 
to give the consumer an accurate guide 
as to how long these foods will keep, as 
they may retain their quality for many 
years and are likely to be consumed 
well before they spoil.

If specific storage conditions are 
required in order for a product to keep 
until its best-before or use-by date, 
suppliers must include this information 
on the label, e.g. ‘This yoghurt should 
be kept refrigerated’.
You should also follow any directions 
for use or cooking instructions that the 
supplier has put on the label.
Should you consume any products 
which have expired and feel a bit queer 
with yourself, go straight to the doctor 
(If you can find one!)

Sell by: Yesterday
best before: Last Week
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Oh, my Lord!! Seems us have a major 
bun fight on the go. Bread rolls be 
flying across the table over this topic. 
The question, “What Is The Business 
Plan For Commercial Fishing?” came 
to light a couple of weeks ago. In 
response to the article, last week in 
the section ‘Your Opinion Counts’ The 
Independent Pages 12 & 13, were 
two lengthy letters. The two letters 
were written by the two fishing 
organisations who are presently 
flinging their buns over fish quotas 
and ‘set up’ time limits for the new 
cannery proposal…WHY ON EARTH 
MUST THERE BE SQUABLING? For 
Pete’s sake guys, get it together and 
work together.

With all my limited wisdom, I 
prepared a ‘Feasibility Study’ in 
2019 and gave it to Ryan Belgrove at 
the then ESH organisation. I flung a 
couple of copies about, all with only 
one goal…to help the fishing industry 
move forward. I came up with the 
numbers of how much fish would be 
needed to produce close to a million 
tins of tuna, how much it would 
cost and so on. I did start a fish 
processing business up from scratch 
in South Africa back in 1987, so I do 
have limited knowledge of wastage 
in production, packaging etc.

This whole fiasco which has now 
ensued is all based around ‘sour 
grapes’, jealousy and a fair bit of ‘He 
said, She said, I said!!’

The new proposed cannery is basically 
being supported by the fishing folk 
who aren’t in bed with the ‘almost 
ready’ fish processing factory, who 
are supported by the other fishing 
folk. It just wouldn’t be cool for me 
to say who is supporting who, but 
there are two distinct groups.

The present quota for Yellowfin is 300 
metric tonnes, which in my humble 
opinion is just enough to make a 
realistic business out of the existing 
factory. Why was this amount was 
set? I have no idea Our waters are 
rich in resources and I hope that the 
science will prove that a larger quota 
is sustainable. In a nutshell, doubling 
the quota to 600 metric tonnes would 
eliminate the main cause for the 
bun fight and why the new cannery 
proposal must complete its work in 
52 weeks, is also a bit unreasonable.
So…hopefully chapter 3 of this will 
come to light next week….

Fishy 

Business!



21The Saint Issue 2 2 of June 2022



22The Saint Issue 2 2 of June 2022

Teeny Tiny walking

The world’s smallest remote-controlled 
walking robot has been invented by 
engineers and students at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Illinois. At about 
half a milimeter wide, each robot can easily 
stand on the side of a penny. 

So should we be checking our coins for 
these miniscule machines? Probably 
not, but they seem to have the 
potential for some serious good. 

“You might imagine microrobots 
as agents to repair or assemble 
small structures or machines in 
industry or as surgical assistants 
to clear clogged arteries, to 
stop internal bleeding or to 
eliminate cancerous 
tumors — all in 
minimally invasive 
procedures,” said 
Professor Rogers, 
the robot’s inventor. 

There are no motors, 
gears, hydraulics, or 
even electricity used 
on these tiny crab-
like machines. So 
how does it move?

Just like any good sci-fi movie, the answer 
is LASERS! 

The legs are made of a shape-memory 
alloy that always goes back to its original 
shape when heated. So by using a laser 
to rapidly heat it’s various parts, you can 
make it move. 

“A laser is a convenient way to do it 
because we can focus the light to a very 
tiny spot, and we can scan that spot around 
to illuminate different parts of the robot’s 
body in a time sequence,” Professor Rogers 
said. 

“Our technology enables a variety of 
controlled motion modalities and can 

walk with an average speed of half 
its body length per second. This 
is very challenging to achieve at 
such small scales for terrestrial
robots,” added Professor 
Yonggang Huang. 

Who knows where this line of 
research will lead us, but it is 

exciting to see what 
the future of robotics 
holds. Although, 
we should probably 
build a failsafe in 
case they decide to 
overthrow us. 

To give his students 
a further challenge, 
Professor Rogers 
tasked them with 
coming up with a 

way to make these robots take flight, as 
an “aspirational goal”. 

I think maybe we should draw the line 
there. When the tiny robots start to take 
over, lets not give them the power of flight 
as well.
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SEND PICS!
Send us a picture of yourselves 
reading The Saint! Show your 
support and feature here next 
week!

thesaint@helanta.co.sh




